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INTRODUCTION 


The  Story  of  the  Pilgrimage  of  1926,  recorded  in 
these  pages  by  our  Librarian,  describes  a  voyage  of 
outstanding  significance  in  the  history  of  the  Grand 
Priory  of  England,  for  it  is  the  first  occasion  of  an 
official  visit  of  one  of  the  Tongues  of  the  Order  to 
the  scenes  of  its  ancient  activities  since  its  evacuation, 
firstly  of  Palestine  in  1291,  secondly  of  Rhodes  in 
1523,  and  thirdly  of  Malta  in  1798. 

Conceived  originally  for  the  express  purpose  of 
inspecting  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  of  the  Grand 
Priory,  in  Jerusalem,  the  idea  developed  into  a  verit¬ 
able  pilgrimage  designed  to  revive  in  our  minds  the 
heritage  of  the  past,  and  to  bring  home  to  our  members 
and  workers  the  close  connection  between  that 
heritage,  and  the  present  day  work  of  the  Grand 
Priory  carried  on  throughout  the  Empire  in  the 
service  of  mankind  by  its  two  great  branches,  the 
Ambulance  Association,  and  the  Ambulance  Brigade. 

For  being  able  to  achieve  these  objects  so  success¬ 
fully  under  unique  conditions,  we  are  greatly  indebted 
to  all  the  Government  Officials  and  kind  friends  and 
members  of  our  Order  residing  in  the  places  visited, 
for  their  unbounded  hospitality  and  for  the  trouble 
they  took  in  arranging  our  programmes,  and  providing 
for  our  comfort.  With  their  assistance  we  were 
privileged  to  trace  step  by  step  that  prolonged  period 
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of  Struggle  throughout  which  the  Knights  of  St. 
John  played  a  prominent  part,  and  latterly  formed  the 
sole  protecting  bulwark  of  the  Christian  religion 
against  the  Moslem  advance  from  the  East. 

A  Pilgrimage  of  this  nature  invokes  many  reflec¬ 
tions,  and  inspires  some  hopes.  The  past  reveals 
to  us  the  picture  of  a  Knightly  Order  of  many  nationali¬ 
ties,  bound  together  for  several  centuries  by  one 
common  aim — pro  fide,  pro  utilitate  hominum — 
devoting  their  great  power  to  the  relief  of  suffering, 
and  to  the  exercise  of  a  steadying  and  protecting 
influence  over  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 

The  present  day  picture  reveals  several  of  these 
Knightly  bodies  still  in  existence,  inspired  by  the 
same  ideals,  but  possessing  sadly  reduced  influence 
and  resources,  and  no  longer  working  in  unison  one 
with  another. 

In  these  days,  when  thought  and  action  are  tending 
to  become  international  rather  than  national,  both 
in  the  sphere  of  politics  and  of  industry,  it  may  be 
permitted  to  hope  that  similarly  the  various  Branches 
of  the  Order  may  one  day  again  co-ordinate  their 
efforts,  and  render  mutual  support  and  sympathy 
towards  each  other,  thereby  strengthening  immensely 
their  power  for  good  in  the  cause  of  humanity  through¬ 
out  the  World. 

Scarbrough, 

Sub-Prior. 
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CHAPTER  I 

THE  INCEPTION  OF  THE  PILGRIMAGE 

The  restored  Grand  Priory  of  the  Order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerusalem  in  England  has  now  been  in  existence 
for  nearly  one  hundred  years,  and  will  celebrate  the 
centenary  of  its  restoration  in  1931.  Its  re-establish¬ 
ment  in  this  country  was  due  to  the  action  of  that 
Capitular  Commission,  which  in  1814  had  been 
temporarily  entrusted  with  the  control  of  the  affairs 
and  policy  of  their  Venerable  Order.  For  ten 
years  this  Capitular  Commission,  composed  of  the 
knights  of  the  three  Tongues  of  Provence,  Auvergne 
and  France,  continued  to  exercise  its  powers,  until 
in  1824  the  Lieutenant-Master  Anthony  Busca  ordered 
its  dissolution.  But  the  Capitular  Commission  after 
enjoying  practically  unlimited  authority  for  ten  years, 
was  not  prepared  to  renounce  it  at  the  bidding  of  the 
Lieutenant-Master,  and  for  some  years  defied  his 
authority.  During  this  period  it  decided  to  restore 
the  Order  in  England,  meeting  the  religious  difficulty 
by  laying  down  that  candidates  for  admission  might 
be  received  according  to  the  mode  and  form  used 
by  the  Bailiwick  of  Brandenburg.  In  accordance 
with  this  decision  the  Venerable  Grand  Priory  of 
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England  was  re-constituted  in  this  country  in  1831, 
with  the  Rev.  Sir  Robert  Peat  as  Grand  Prior.  But 
when  shortly  afterwards  the  three  Tongues  of  Pro¬ 
vence,  Auvergne  and  France  returned  to  their  obedi¬ 
ence,  the  Lieutenant-Master  and  Council  of  the 
Order  declined  to  recogni2e  the  legitimacy  of  their 
action.  The  restored  Grand  Priory  of  England  on 
several  occasions  attempted  to  secure  a  reversal  of 
this  decision,  but  finding  its  efforts  in  vain,  turned  at 
length  to  its  own  Sovereign  for  recognition.  As  a 
result  in  1888  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  was 
graciously  pleased  to  grant  to  the  Grand  Priory  under 
its  ancient  style  and  title  her  Royal  Charter  of  Incor¬ 
poration,  and  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards 
King  Edward  VII,  and  himself  a  Bailiff  Grand  Cross 
of  the  Sovereign  Order,  assumed  office  as  Grand 
Prior  of  England,  an  office  which  is  now  always  held 
by  a  Prince  of  the  royal  house.  Since  that  date  our 
Order  has  flourished  and  prospered  exceedingly, 
until  it  is  now  universally  recognized  as  one  of  the 
greatest  and  most  beneficent  institutions  in  our 
Empire.  But  none  the  less  its  Knights  have  always 
deeply  regretted  their  isolation  from  the  other  branches 
of  their  Order,  and  there  can  be  few  if  any  amongst 
them,  who  would  not  gladly  welcome  some  form  of 
rapprochement  with  that  venerable  parent,  from 
which  the  Grand  Priory  of  England  has  always  been 
so  proud  to  claim  its  origin. 
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In  no  branch  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  have  its 
glorious  history  and  its  ancient  customs  and  traditions, 
been  more  enthusiastically  studied  than  in  its  English 
Priory.  In  no  country  has  a  greater  interest  been 
shown  in  the  gallant  deeds  of  its  Knights  in  defence 
of  the  Christian  Faith  in  the  East  than  in  England, 
and  in  no  other  country  have  their  works  of  charity 
excited  greater  admiration.  It  is  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that  all  the  modern  works  of  our  English 
Order  have  been  directly  inspired  by  the  noble  deeds 
and  manly  traditions  and  truly  Christian  spirit  of  that 
fraternity,  which  constitutes  the  most  ancient  order 
of  chivalry  in  the  world.  The  English  Knights  of 
St.  John  can  claim  with  a  clear  conscience  that  in 
the  “  Exercise  of  their  Knighthood,”  both  in  peace 
and  in  war,  they  have  been  guided  by  the  spirit  of 
the  Rule  of  their  Order,  laid  down  by  its  first  Master, 
the  Blessed  Raymond  du  Puy,  “  that  the  Knights 
who  should  make  their  profession  in  it  should  adorn 
their  Knighthood  with  a  true  Charity,  the  mother  and 
solid  foundation  of  all  Virtues.” 

Imbued  as  our  Order  is  with  the  spirit  of  the  past, 
an  increasing  desire  has  manifested  itself  amongst 
its  members,  since  the  termination  of  the  War,  to  visit 
its  ancient  homes  in  Jerusalem,  Rhodes  and  Malta, 
and  the  scenes  of  its  gallant  deeds  in  the  East.  Early 
in  the  autumn  of  1925  Lt.-Col.  Woolrych  Perowne, 
a  Knight  of  Justice  and  since  Registrar,  made  the 
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suggestion  that  if  sufficient  members  were  ready  to 
combine,  they  might  secure  a  special  boat  for  such  a 
tour.  He  received  so  satisfactory  a  response  to  his 
suggestion,  that  he  began  to  inquire  whether  any 
English  ship  would  be  available  for  such  a  purpose. 
Finding  that  no  English  ship  could  be  secured,  he 
referred  the  matter  to  Sir  Henry  Lunn,  who  stated  that 
he  could  place  the  S.S.  “  Asia  ”  of  the  Lloyd-Triestino 
Company  at  the  disposal  of  the  Order.  It  speedily 
became  apparent  that  there  would  not  be  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  filling  the  vessel,  and  the  proposed  tour 
began  to  assume  an  importance  that  had  not  originally 
been  anticipated.  Accordingly  the  Sub-Prior,  after 
consultation  with  the  Executive  Officers,  decided  to 
recommend  to  H.R.H.  the  Grand  Prior  and  to  Chapter- 
General  that  an  Official  Pilgrimage  of  the  Order 
should  be  organized,  and  that  the  pilgrims  should 
visit  Jerusalem,  Rhodes  and  Malta,  and  such  other 
scenes  of  the  ancient  activities  of  their  Order  in  the 
East,  as  should  prove  feasible. 

The  matter  was  brought  before  Chapter-General 
on  November  20th,  when  the  proposed  Pilgrimage 
received  the  general  approval  of  that  body.  A  small 
special  committee,  known  as  the  Cruise  Committee, 
was  then  formed  at  St.  John’s  Gate,  for  the  purpose 
of  working  out  a  detailed  programme  and  super¬ 
vising  the  necessary  arrangements.  This  Cruise 
Committee,  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Sub-Prior, 
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continued  to  officiate  until  the  termination  of  the 
Pilgrimage,  and  sat  almost  every  day  during  the  actual 
voyage.  The  Committee  consisted  of  the  follow¬ 
ing 

The  Sub-Prior. 

Secretary-General. 

Librarian. 

Registrar. 

Lt.-Col.  F.  A.  Brooks. 

Mr.  H.  Pirie-Gordon. 

Colonel  E.  A.  Cameron  (Secretary). 

In  working  out  the  programme  for  Rhodes,  the 
Cruise  Committee  received  most  valuable  assistance 
from  Lt.-Col.  E.  V.  Gabriel,  whose  great  interest 
in  that  island,  and  whose  successful  efforts  to  secure 
the  preservation  and  restoration  of  the  Auberge  of 
England  are  so  well  known. 

By  December  7th  the  Sub-Prior  was  in  a  position 
to  place  definite  proposals  before  H.R.H.  the  Grand 
Prior,  who  was  graciously  pleased  to  signify  his 
approval,  and  to  authorize  the  Sub-Prior  to  approach 
the  two  Government  Departments  concerned,  namely 
the  Foreign  Office  and  the  Colonial  Office.  Both 
Departments  rendered  every  assistance  possible,  and 
the  Order  was  particularly  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  Gaselee, 
C.B.E.,  Librarian  to  the  Foreign  Office,  who  took 
the  greatest  pains  and  trouble  over  every  detail  of 
the  voyage,  so  far  as  it  touched  upon  foreign  territory. 
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It  was  earnestly  hoped  by  the  Order  that  it  might 
prove  possible  for  the  Grand  Prior  to  place  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  Pilgrimage,  when  it  reached  Malta, 
and  on  January  15  th  the  Sub-Prior  wrote  to  His 
Royal  Highness,  to  express  how  greatly  his  presence 
would  be  appreciated  by  the  pilgrims,  but  to  their 
deep  regret  for  reasons  of  health  this  did  not  prove 
possible. 

The  programme  finally  adopted  was  that  the 
pilgrims  should  leave  London  for  Venice  on  March 
4th,  embarking  on  the  yth  for  Jaffa,  which  was  to 
be  reached  on  the  13th  after  touching  at  Corfu. 
Five  days  were  to  be  spent  in  the  Holy  Land,  four 
of  them  in  Jerusalem  itself,  and  then  on  the  17th 
the  pilgrims  were  to  re-embark  at  Haifa  for  Cyprus, 
where  two  days  were  to  be  spent.  On  March  21st 
they  were  to  be  at  Rhodes,  on  the  22nd  Budrum 
and  Patmos  were  to  be  visited,  two  days  were  to  be 
spent  in  Malta,  and  they  were  to  disembark  at  Venice 
on  the  30th  reaching  London  the  following  day. 
Owing  to  rough  weather  a  day  was  lost  off  Rhodes, 
and  in  consequence  the  visit  to  Budrum  and  Patmos 
had  to  be  abandoned. 

All  arrangements  with  the  Lloyd-Triestino  Com¬ 
pany  were  left  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Lunn  Ltd., 
whose  representative  Lt.-Col.  L.  M.  Shaw  Page, 
D.S.O.,  accompanied  the  pilgrims,  and  did  much 
to  ensure  the  success  of  the  tour,  more  particularly 
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in  the  Holy  Land.  The  S.S.  “  Asia  ”  on  which  the 
pilgrims  travelled  was  commanded  by  Captain  Eolo 
Chierego,  and  proved  a  most  comfortable  vessel, 
the  manner  in  which  her  staff  performed  their  duties 
being  beyond  praise.  The  “  Asia  ”  was  a  vessel 
of  approximately  10,000  tons  displacement,  and 
belonged  originally  to  the  Austrian-Lloyd  Company. 
During  the  War  she  was  captured  in  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean  by  the  British  Fleet,  and  was  handed 
over  to  the  Italian  Government  after  the  Armistice. 
As  the  accommodation  of  the  “  Asia  ”  was  sufficient 
for  106  passengers,  and  there  were  only  62  members 
of  the  Order,  or  its  foundations,  taking  part  in  the 
Pilgrimage,  their  friends  were  permitted  to  use  the 
remaining  berths. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  Chapter-General  held  on 
February  19th  the  Sub-Prior  requested  as  the  leader 
of  the  Pilgrimage  that  he  might  be  invested  with 
certain  special  powers,  during  that  period,  on  which 
the  following  resolutions  were  passed  : — 

“  That  authority  be  granted  to  the  Sub-Prior 
during  the  Pilgrimage  to  summon  from  among 
those  members  of  the  Chapter-General  present 
such  Special  Chapters,  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  investing  new  members,  and  for  such 
other  purposes  as  he  in  his  discretion  may  deem 
necessary,  and  that  he  be  empowered  to  admit 
such  new  members  as  the  aforesaid  Special  Chapters 
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shall  deem  desirable,  such  admissions  to  be  subject 
to  confirmation  by  Chapter-General  at  its  next 
ordinary  meeting. 

“  That  authority  be  given  for  the  processional 
Cross,  the  Sword  and  the  Standard  of  the  Order 
to  be  taken  on  the  Pilgrimage.” 

The  members  of  Chapter-General  taking  part  in 
the  Pilgrimage  were  eight  in  number,  including  four 
of  the  Executive  Officers  of  the  Order,  namely  : — 

The  Sub-Prior.  Librarian. 

Secretary-General.  Registrar. 

The  members  of  the  Order  taking  part  in  the 
Pilgrimage,  exclusive  of  those  already  in  Jerusalem, 
were  53  in  number,  including  7  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Justice,  33  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Grace,  13  of 
other  grades,  and  9  members  of  the  St.  John  Ambu¬ 
lance  Association,  or  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 
The  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Justice  and  of  Grace  were 
as  follows  : — 

*  Signifies  a  member  of  Chapter-General. 

Knights  of  Justice,  Ladies  of  Justice. 

♦Major-General  The  Earl  of  The  Lady  Margaret  MacRae. 

Scarbrough,  Sub-Prior,  The  Dowager  Viscountess 
Col.  The  Viscount  Galway.  IVIountgarret. 

*Lt.-Col.  J.  T.  W.  Perowne, 

Registrar. 

♦Major  Colin  MacRae. 

♦Colonel  E.  J.  King, 

Librarian. 


'o 

O 

r 

c 

o 

c/5 

C 

'.2. 


o 

O 

I 


_c 

bC 

3 

O 

u 

Xi 

CCS 

D 

to 


U  c^ 
J— •  o 
(U  ^ 

CIh  ^ 

L-. 

u,  rt 

to  W 

u 
J3 

h 

. 

o  ^ 
"X' 

1“ 

•M 

rT  C 

£  O 

S  o 
c  ;r 

C^ 

^  s' 

31 

c 

. 

u  >- 

|S 


THE  GRAND  PRIORY  OF  VENICE 


THE  INCEPTION  OF  THE  PILGRIMAGE  21 


Knights  of  Grace. 

Colonel  G.  Stovell. 

David  Don. 

Lt.-Col.  F.  A.  Brooks. 

Sir  Herbert  Ames. 

L.  M.  Wynch. 

*W.  E.  Audland. 

Sir  Ronald  Storrs 

(in  Jerusalem  only). 

Col.  C.  W.  E.  Duncombe. 

Lt.-Col.  H.  F.  Barclay. 

Sir  Herbert  Brown. 

Colonel  C.  I.  Ellis. 

L.  H.  Cust 

(in  Jerusalem  only). 

Col.  Sir  William  Smith. 

*Major-General  Sir  Percival 
Wilkinson,  Secretary- 
General 

*H.  W.  Fincham, 

Assistant- Librarian. 

Col.  Sir  Thomas  Oliver. 

Field-Marshal  The  Lord 
Plumer  (in  Jerusalem  onl 

H.  Pirie-Gordon. 

Evan  Roberts. 

Lt.-Col.  J.  C.  Strathearn 
(in  Jerusalem  only). 

Colonel  G.  W.  Heron. 

(in  Jerusalem  only). 


Ladies  of  Grace. 

Lady  Watson 

(in  Jerusalem  only). 

Mrs.  Man  Stuart. 

Mrs.  Sceales. 

The  Countess  Haig. 

The  Countess  of  Cromer. 
Mrs.  Atkinson. 

Mrs.  Graham. 

Miss  Rideout. 

Miss  F.  E.  Newton 

(in  Jerusalem  only). 
Mrs.  McNeile. 

The  Dowager  Countess  of 
Airlie  (in  Jerusalem  only). 
Miss  Cudworth. 

Mrs.  Warde-Aldam. 

Lady  Newnes. 

Lady  Smith. 

Mrs.  Campbell 
Mrs.  Birkbeck. 

The  Lady  Plumer 

(in  Jerusalem  only). 
).Mrs.  King. 

Mrs.  Barclay. 

Mrs.  Perowne. 

Mrs.  Strathearn 

(in  Jerusalem  only). 
Lady  Storrs 

(in  Jerusalem  only). 


CHAPTER  II 


THE  VOYAGE  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND 

March  4Th, — The  pilgrims  assembled  at  Victoria, 
and  left  by  the  2  o’clock  train  for  Dover.  Amongst 
the  friends  and  relatives  at  the  station  to  see  them  off 
were  Sir  John  Hewitt,  Bailiff  of  Egle,  and  Colonel 
Sir  Edward  Ward,  Knight  of  Grace,  together  with 
representatives  of  the  staff  at  St.  John’s  Gate.  Just 
before  departure  the  whole  party  was  photographed 
by  a  veritable  battery  of  cameras.  At  Dover  the 
pilgrims  embarked  on  the  “  Riviera  ”  for  Boulogne, 
which  was  reached  after  a  most  unpleasant  crossing, 
and  the  journey  across  Europe  was  continued  through 
Laon  and  Chalons. 

March  5  th. — The  Swiss  frontier  at  Basle  should 
have  been  crossed  at  5.30  in  the  morning,  but  the 
train  was  an  hour  late,  and  so  missed  its  connection, 
with  the  result  that  the  whole  journey  was  greatly 
prolonged.  Luggage  and  passports  were  examined 
in  the  train,  and  watches  advanced  one  hour  to 
Central  European  time.  After  a  long  delay  the  journey 
continued  through  Olten,  Lucerne,  Goschenen  and  the 
St.  Gotthard  Tunnel.  So  far  it  had  lain  through  a 
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country  deeply  covered  with  snow,  but  on  emerging 
from  the  tunnel,  the  train  passed  from  the  depths 
of  winter  into  the  glorious  sunshine  of  Southern 
Europe.  Passing  Bellinzona  and  Lugano,  the  Italian 
frontier  was  crossed  at  Chiasso  at  3  o’clock,  now  two 
hours  late,  and  once  more  the  luggage  and  passports 
were  examined  in  the  train.  Como  was  the  next 
town  of  importance,  and  about  5  o’clock  Milan  was 
reached.  Here  there  was  a  halt  of  an  hour  and  a 
half,  and  many  of  the  passengers  took  advantage  of 
it  to  visit  the  town,  which  was  gaily  decorated  in 
honour  of  H.R.H.  the  Crown  Prince  of  Italy,  who  was 
inspecting  some  of  the  principal  industrial  establish¬ 
ments.  His  Royal  Highness  afterwards  travelled 
by  the  same  train  to  Venice,  which  was  reached  soon 
after  midnight.  The  greatest  consideration  was  shown 
to  the  party  by  the  Italian  authorities,  the  whole 
of  the  heavy  baggage  being  passed  through  the 
Customs  without  examination.  Consequently  the 
pilgrims  were  able  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  Grand 
Hotel  Lido,  where  rooms  had  been  reserved,  and 
supper  was  awaiting  them. 

March  6th. — The  day  was  devoted  by  most  of  the 
party  to  visiting  the  more  famous  places  of  interest, 
such  as  the  Palace  of  the  Doges,  the  Cathedral  of  St. 
Marc  and  the  Accademia.  But  for  many  of  our 
Order,  the  Grand  Priory  of  Venice  had  even  greater 
interest,  and  Lt.-Col.  Brooks  conducted  several 
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parties  round  the  buildings,  with  which  he  is  so  well 
acquainted. 

The  Grand  Priory  of  Venice  was  founded  at  the 
end  of  the  12th  century,  the  first  recorded  Prior  being 
Simon  de  Lavata  in  1198.  During  the  first  hundred 
years  of  its  existence  its  growth  was  slow,  and  it  was 
often  combined  under  a  single  head  with  the  Priories 
of  Rome  and  Lombardy.  By  the  end  of  the  13  th 
century  its  position  had  become  assured  ;  it  was  not 
much  less  important  than  the  Priory  of  England, 
and  administered  27  Commanderies.  Amongst  the 
Bailiffs  of  the  Order  of  St.  John,  the  Grand  Priors 
of  Venice  stood  i8th  in  the  table  of  precedence,  the 
Grand  Priory  of  England  taking  the  25  th  place.  In 
the  period  of  confusion  following  the  French  Revolu¬ 
tion,  the  estates  of  the  Grand  Priory  had  been 
sequestrated,  but  in  1 841  they  were  restored  by  the 
Emperor  Ferdinand,  and  the  Priory  was  reorganized 
as  the  Priory  of  Lombardo-Venetia.  It  is  one  of  the 
four  remaining  Grand  Priories  of  the  Sovereign 
Order  of  Malta,  the  others  being  the  Priories  of  Rome, 
Austro-Bohemia  and  the  Two  Sicilies. 

For  the  members  of  our  English  Order  this  Priory 
must  always  have  special  associations,  for  it  was  a 
Grand  Prior  of  Venice,  Leonard  de  Tybertis,  who 
re-organized  our  own  Priory  at  the  beginning  of  the 
14th  century.  The  transfer  of  the  property  of 
the  Order  of  the  Temple  to  the  Order  of  the  Hospital 
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in  1312,  had  involved  the  Grand  Priors  of  England 
in  prolonged  and  vexatious  litigation,  that  was 
gradually  exhausting  their  resources.  During  the 
tenure  of  office  of  Thomas  Archer,  whose  age  and 
military  training  unfitted  him  for  intricate  business 
dealings,  the  affairs  of  our  Priory  were  reduced  to 
the  utmost  confusion,  and  it  became  necessary  for 
the  Grand  Master  Ely  on  de  Villeneuve  to  intervene. 
Accordingly  the  Grand  Prior  of  Venice  was  selected 
in  1329  as  Visitor  to  the  Priory  of  England,  with 
full  powers  to  take  whatever  action  he  might  think 
necessary.  At  the  request  of  King  Edward  II, 
Thomas  Archer  was  deprived  of  his  office  as  Grand 
Prior,  and  Leonard  de  Tybertis  was  appointed  in 
his  place.  Within  a  year  the  sound  judgment  and 
business  ability  of  the  Italian  Prior  had  evolved  order 
out  of  chaos,  capital  had  been  realized  to  pay  off 
debts  contracted  at  usurious  rates  of  interest,  and  in 
1330  he  was  able  to  hand  over  the  Grand  Priory  to 
his  successor  Philip  Thame,  and  to  return  to  Venice. 
The  arms  of  Leonard  de  Tybertis  can  be  seen  painted 
on  the  panelling  of  the  Chapter  Hall  at  St.  John  s 
Gate,  amongst  the  arms  of  the  other  Grand  Priors 
of  England.  His  family  long  remained  connected 
with  our  Priory,  and  a  second  Leonard  de  Tybertis 
was  amongst  the  English  knights,  who  fought  in 
the  first  siege  of  Rhodes  in  1480  under  the  Turcopolier 
John  Kendal,  afterwards  Grand  Prior  of  England. 
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The  Grand  Prior7  of  Venice  is  situated  near  the 
end  of  the  Calk  del  Dose,  which  is  at  the  side  of  the 
Barracks  on  the  Riva  degli  Schiavoni,  and  is  quite 
close  to  the  Church  of  San  Antonino.  The  buildings 
appear  to  be  for  the  most  part  of  the  17th  and  i8th 
centuries.  On  the  right  of  the  entrance  gate  stands 
the  Priory  Church,  a  large  bare  building,  only  relieved 
by  the  beauty  of  its  chancel.  The  old  memorial 
stones  and  tablets  have  been  removed  to  one  of  the 
corridors  at  the  side,  but  in  the  centre  of  the  nave 
there  is  a  large  stone  slab  bearing  the  eight-pointed 
cross  of  the  Order,  and  below  it  the  words  EQUITUM 
OSSA.  On  the  north  side  of  the  nave  stands  the 
tomb  of  the  Archduke  Frederick,  a  son  of  that  famous 
soldier  the  Archduke  Charles,  who  was  appointed 
Grand  Prior  of  Lombardo-Venetia  on  its  re-organiza¬ 
tion  in  1841.  It  was  hoped  at  the  time  to  restore 
the  Sovereign  Order  to  the  same  position  that  it  had 
held  before  the  loss  of  Malta,  and  the  Archduke 
Frederick  was  destined  to  be  its  new  Grand  Master, 
but  his  premature  death  brought  the  whole  scheme 
to  an  end.  In  the  chancel  is  the  throne  of  the  Grand 
Prior,  and  on  the  walls  are  painted  the  arms  of  the 
professed  Knights,  and  the  dates  of  their  receptions. 

To  the  north  side  of  the  church  are  the  cloisters, 
flanked  on  two  sides  by  low  dark-panelled  corridors’ 
on  which  are  painted  the  arms  of  Knights  of  the 
Order.  Amongst  the  tomb  slabs  contained  there,  is  one 
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of  particular  interest,  bearing  in  low  relief  the  body 
of  a  knight,  clothed  in  the  mantle  of  the  Order,  and 
belonging  apparently  to  the  latter  half  of  the  14th 
century.  In  one  of  the  corridors  there  is  a  well- 
painted  copy  of  the  famous  icon  of  Notre  Dame  de 
Philermo,  the  most  ancient  and  venerated  relic  of  our 
Order,  which  until  the  Revolution  was  at  the  monas¬ 
tery  of  Gatschina  in  Russia,  and  is  now  believed  to 
be  at  Copenhagen,  in  the  care  of  the  Dowager  Czarina. 
From  the  cloisters  a  handsome  stone  staircase  leads 
up  to  the  Charter  Room,  containing  the  Archives 
of  the  Priory,  at  the  end  of  which  is  the  Secretary’s 
Office  with  a  good  portrait  of  the  late  Grand  Master 
Ceschi  di  Santa  Croce. 

The  Grand  Priory  of  Venice  is,  as  it  has  been  for 
over  700  years,  the  centre  of  administration  of  the 
province,  and  the  town  residence  of  the  Grand  Prior, 
but  he  is  rarely  there,  preferring  his  country  seat, 
and  there  is  only  a  caretaker  in  charge.  The  secretary 
of  the  Priory  however  attends  at  the  office  daily. 
Mass  is  said  in  the  Priory  Church  each  Sunday,  and 
on  St.  John’s  Day  all  the  Knights  of  the  Priory 
assemble  for  their  annual  Commemoration  Service. 

March  7th. — During  the  morning  the  party 
embarked  on  board  the  “  Asia,”  which  was  moored 
opposite  the  Lloyd-Triestino  Office.  As  each  lady 
left  the  gangway  she  was  presented  by  the  ship’s 
officers  with  a  bunch  of  violets  tied  with  the  British 
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and  Italian  colours.  At  'ii  o’clock  the  Prefect, 
the  Mayor  of  Venice,  General  Count  Dillon  com¬ 
manding  the  garrison,  and  Admiral  Tanca,  the 
senior  naval  officer,  accompanied  by  the  British 
Consul,  came  on  board  to  bid  a  formal  farewell  to 
the  Order.  At  noon  the  Asia  ”  weighed  anchor, 
and  steamed  out  into  the  Adriatic,  with  the  flag  of 
the  Order  flying  at  her  main  mast,  and  the  flag  of 
the  Sub-Prior  at  the  fore. 

Being  Sunday,  at  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  a  service 
was  held  in  the  dining-saloon  by  the  Chaplain,  the 
Rev.  N.  A.  Marshall,  late  Commander  Royal  Navy. 
The  following  special  prayers  were  used,  composed 
for  the  Pilgrimage  by  the  Prelate  of  the  Order,  His 
Grace  the  Archbishop  of  York  : _ 

Let  us  pray  for  His  Majesty  the  King,  the 
Sovereign  Head,  for  the  Grand  Prior,  the  Sub- 
Prior,  and  all  other  Officers,  Knights,  Ladies  and 
Members  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem 
in  England,  and  for  His  Most  Eminent  Highness 
the  Grand  Master  and  brethren  of  the  Order  of 
St.  John  throughout  the  world. 

V.  God  save  the  King. 

R.  And  bless  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem. 

O  Lord  our  Heavenly  Father  we  beseech  Thee 
to  bless  and  protect  us  Thy  servants  upon  our 
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way  ;  and  to  give  us  a  safe  journey  by  land  and  sea. 
Keep  us  constantly  in  Thy  faith  and  fear  and  in 
perfect  charity  one  with  another.  Grant  that  as 
we  see  the  places  where  our  brethren  of  old  upheld 
the  faith  of  Thy  dear  Son  and  fought  manfully 
under  the  Cross,  His  banner,  we  may  be  moved 
to  dedicate  ourselves  in  our  own  day  and  generation 
to  Thy  service.  More  especially,  when  in  all 
reverence  we  visit  the  holy  scenes  of  Our  Blessed 
Saviour’s  Life  here  on  earth,  we  pray  Thee  to 
revive  our  wonder,  to  confirm  our  faith,  to  increase 
our  love,  that  we  may  more  loyally  continue  His 
Faithful  soldiers  and  servants  unto  our  life’s  end. 
And  grant  that  we,  to  whom  it  is  given  to  see  with 
our  eyes  the  Holy  City  of  our  Order,  Jerusalem 
that  now  is,  may  have  our  portion  in  the  true  City 
of  God,  Jerusalem  that  is  above,  which  is  Mother 
of  us  all.  Grant  this  O  Heavenly  Father  for  the 
sake  of  Jesus  Christ  Thy  Son  our  Lord.  Amen.’ 

March  8th. — At  sea.  Passed  the  island  of  Lissa 
about  eight  in  the  morning,  the  scene  of  the  first 
battle  between  ironclads  in  1866,  when  the  Austrian 
Admiral  Baron  von  Tegetthof  defeated  the  Italian 
fleet  under  Count  Pellion  di  Persano,  and  sank  his 
flagship,  the  “Re  d’ltalia,”  by  ramming  her.  A 
heavy  swell  most  of  the  day,  which  caused  some  of 
the  pilgrims  to  realize  in  a  small  way  the  discomforts 
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of  the  “  Caravans  ”  of  their  brethren  of  old.  At 

midnight  watches  were  advanced  one  hour  to  Greek 
time. 

March  9th.  Early  in  the  morning  entered  the 
Channel  of  Corfu,  where  in  1537  the  young  Leo 
Strozzi,  already  in  spite  of  his  youth  Grand  Prior 
of  Capua  and  Captain  of  the  Galleys  of  the  Order, 
gained  such  great  honour  and  distinction.  The 
Imperial  fleet  under  the  famous  Andrew  Doria, 
reinforced  by  a  squadron  of  four  galleys  from  Malta 
under  Leo  Strozzi,  then  only  twenty- two  years  of 
age,  here  intercepted  a  Turkish  squadron  of  twelve 
galleys  under  a  hard-fighting  corsair  named  Ali  Zelif. 
The  Turkish  admiral  laid  himself  alongside  the 
Capitana  of  Leo  Strozzi,  another  enemy  galley 
grappling  with  her  simultaneously  on  the  other 
quarter.  After  desperate  fighting  the  second  gaUey 
was  sunk,  and  the  Turkish  Capitana  carried  by 
boarding,  her  crew  of  Janissaries  refusing  quarter 
and  dying  to  a  man.  Leo  Strozzi  afterwards 
rose  to  be  Admiral  of  the  Galleys  of  France, 
and  one  of  the  greatest  seamen  of  his  day.  Only 
political  reasons  prevented  his  being  elected  Grand 
Master  of  our  Order  in  1553,  on  the  death  of  John 
d’  Homedes.  He  was  mortally  wounded  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  in  an  attack  on  Sarlino,  being  only  thirty- 
nine  when  he  died,  and  is  one  of  the  greatest  men  of 
action  our  Order  has  ever  produced.  There  is  a 
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portrait  of  Leo  Strozzi  in  the  Chapter  Hall  at  St. 
John’s  Gate. 

By  9  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  “  Asia  ”  had 
dropped  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Corfu.  The 
British  Consul  at  once  came  off  to  welcome  the  Sub- 
Prior  and  members  of  the  Order,  and  at  10  o’clock 
the  whole  party  went  ashore.  The  majority  drove 
off  to  the  village  of  Gastouri  to  visit  the  Villa  Achil- 
leion,  formerly  belonging  to  the  German  Emperor. 
The  house  which  is  in  the  Renaissance  style,  was 
built  in  1891  for  the  Empress  Elizabeth  of  Austria 
by  the  Italian  architect  Rafael  Cardito,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  purchased  by  the  German  Emperor.  The 
remainder  of  the  party  visited  the  town  and  the  royal 
palace,  formerly  the  British  Government  House, 
in  the  throne-room  of  which  in  1818  the  Order  of  St. 
Michael  and  St.  George  was  instituted,  simultaneously 
with  its  institution  at  Malta.  This  Order  was 
originally  created  for  the  purpose  of  rewarding  services 
rendered  in  Malta  and  the  Ionian  Islands,  but  was 
afterwards  completely  changed,  and  is  now  used  to 
reward  services  rendered  in  the  Colonies  and 
Dominions,  and  during  the  late  War  was  used  to 
reward  military  services,  like  the  Order  of  the  Bath. 
The  Order  consists  normally  of  100  Grand  Crosses, 
300  Knights  and  600  Companions. 

Luncheon  was  arranged  for  the  pilgrims  in  the 
“  Hotel  d’  Angleterre  et  Belle  Venise,”  and  in  the 
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afternoon  the  Sub-Prior  and  many  of  the  members 
of  the  Order  drove  out  by  the  Bridge  of  Pheleka  and 
the  Pass  of  San  Pantaleone  to  the  Palaeokastrizza 
Monastery.  The  group  of  buildings,  which  date 
from  remote  antiquity,  and  were  strongly  fortified, 
are  situated  on  a  hill-top  commanding  a  beautiful 
view  over  the  surrounding  country  and  the  sea. 
The  monks  received  their  visitors  in  a  most  cordial 
manner,  and  after  showing  them  their  church,  insisted 
upon  their  partaking  of  a  liqueur  of  their  own  manu¬ 
facture,  somewhat  resembling  anisette. 

On  returning  to  Corfu,  the  Sub-Prior  visited  the 
Church  of  St.  Spiridion,  where  he  was  shown  the 
embalmed  body  of  the  saint.  Spiridion  was  Bishop 
of  Cyprus  in  the  days  of  the  Diocletian  persecution. 
He  was  horribly  tortured  and  mutilated,  but  remained 
steadfast  in  the  faith,  and  survived  to  attend  the 
Council  of  Nic^a  in  325.  His  memory  is  greatly 
revered  by  the  Greeks,  and  in  1489  his  body  was 
translated  to  Corfu,  and  placed  in  the  church  which 
bears  his  name.  The  body  lies  in  a  silver  coffin  in 
a  chapel  near  the  high  altar,  and  is  taken  out  and 
borne  through  the  town  in  solemn  procession  four 
times  a  year. 

Meanwhile  the  remainder  of  the  party  during  the 
afternoon  drove  out  through  Kastrades  to  the  Canone, 
or  one-gun  battery,  commanding  the  entrance  to 
the  Lake  of  Kalikiopulo,  the  Hyllasan  Harbour  of 
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classical  history,  where  the  triremes  of  Corcyra  were 
moored.  The  brook  Cressida,  where  Ulysses  was 
cast  ashore  and  encountered  the  nymph  Nausicaa, 
flows  into  the  south-west  corner  of  the  lake.  Across 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour  lies  Pontikonisi,  or  Mouse 
Island,  with  a  small  chapel  and  priest’s  house.  The 
island  is  said  to  be  the  Ph^acian  ship,  which  brought 
Ulysses  to  Ithaca,  and  which  Neptune  in  his  anger 
turned  into  stone. 

The  pilgrims  re-embarked  at  6  p.m.,  and  shortly 
after  the  “  Asia  ”  weighed  anchor,  and  steamed  out 
to  sea. 

March  loth. — Perfect  weather  with  a  calm  sea, 
and  hot  sun.  About  midday  Modon  was  passed, 
the  ancient  Methone,  a  place  of  more  than  usual 
interest  for  our  Order.  It  was  here  that  the  Grand 
Master  L’Isle  Adam,  dissatisfied  with  Malta,  at  one 
time  seriously  meditated  establishing  the  Convent, 
In  1531  an  expedition  was  sent  against  Modon  under 
Bernard  Salviati,  Grand  Prior  of  Rome  and  Captain 
of  the  Galleys.  With  the  help  of  traitors  in  the  gar¬ 
rison  he  captured  the  town,  but  failed  to  take  the  castle. 
Unfortunately  for  the  Order  of  St.  John,  the  Sanjak- 
bey  of  the  Morea,  on  the  march  for  the  Hungarian 
frontier,  was  encamped  close  by  with  a  considerable 
body  of  troops.  Hearing  the  news  he  at  once  sent 
forward  his  cavalry,  and  followed  close  on  their 
heels  with  6,000  foot.  In  consequence  the  Knights 
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were  compelled  to  evacuate  Modon  the  same  evening, 
and  returned  to  Malta,  where  the  Grand  Master  now 
judged  that  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  the  Convent 
should  remain. 

Shortly  after  passing  Modon,  Sapienza  and  Cabrera 
were  reached,  two  .islands  not  without  a  certain 
importance  in  the  modern  history  of  the  Order. 
In  1823  these  islands  were  ceded  to  the  Capitular 
Commission  in  Paris  by  the  Greeks,  during  their 
War  of  Independence  against  the  Turks,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  the  assistance  of  the  Knights  of  St. 
John.  By  the  Order  they  were  accepted  as  a  first 
step  towards  the  re-conquest  of  Rhodes,  and  attempts 
were  made  to  float  a  loan  in  England  for  this  purpose. 
The  treaty  between  the  Order  and  the  insurgent 
Greeks  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Great 
Powers,  and  fell  to  the  ground,  but  it  had  this 
important  result  that  in  their  desire  to  obtain  English 
support  for  their  schemes,  the  Capitular  Commission 
decided  upon  the  revival  of  the  Venerable  Tongue  of 
England.  In  consequence  in  1831  the  Grand  Priory 

England  was  re-constituted  in  this  country  with  the 
Rev.  Sir  Robert  Peat  as  Grand  Prior.  Sapienza  was  the 
island  behind  which  Salviati  hid  his  galleys,  whilst 
his  agents  entered  Modon  to  ascertain  whether  the 
plans  of  their  friends  in  the  town  could  be  relied  upon. 

During  the  afternoon  Coron  was  sighted,  a  place 
where  our  Order  gained  such  great  honour  in  1532. 
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In  that  year  the  fleet  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V  under 
his  great  Admiral  Andrew  Doria,  Prince  of  Melfi, 
attacked  the  town,  assisted  by  a  strong  squadron 
from  Malta.  In  the  first  assault  the  Emperor’s 
Spanish  troops,  the  finest  soldiers  in  Europe,  were 
beaten  back  with  heavy  loss.  Doria  then  called  upon 
the  Knights  of  St.  John  to  retrieve  the  day.  There 
were  200  Knights  present  with  500  of  the  soldiers 
of  our  Order  under  the  command  of  Bernard  Salviati, 
Grand  Prior  of  Rome,  and  his  colleague  Gabriel  du 
Chef,  Grand  Prior  of  Auvergne.  They  had  made  a 
solemn  vow  to  carry  the  breach  or  die  at  its  foot. 
With  a  shout  of  “  St.  John  ”  they  dashed  to  the  assault, 
their  scaling  ladders  proved  too  short,  but  undeterred 
by  that  and  the  murderous  fire  of  the  Turks,  they 
carried  the  breach  and  the  town  was  taken.  In  the 
following  year  Coron  was  besieged  by  the  Turks, 
and  the  Knights  of  St.  John  again  greatly  distinguished 
themselves  under  Salviati,  when  Doria  relieved  the 
town. 

After  dinner  a  lecture  was  given  to  the  passengers 
in  the  dining-saloon  on  the  Crusaders  in  the  Holy 
Land,  and  the  early  history  of  the  Order  of  St.  John 
down  to  the  capture  of  Jerusalem  by  Saladin. 

March  nth. — In  the  morning  the  “Asia”  was 
steaming  along  the  northern  coast  of  Crete,  the  scene 
of  the  last  of  the  great  campaigns  waged  by  our 
Order.  During  the  latter  half  of  the  17th  century. 
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throughout  the  long  and  weary  struggle  between 
Venice  and  Turkey  for  the  island,  the  Knights  of 
St.  John  were  constantly  in  the  field,  fighting  against 
the  infidel  with  the  same  devoted  heroism  and  con¬ 
stancy  as  ever,  and  proving  themselves  worthy  suc¬ 
cessors  of  the  paladins  of  old.  About  9  o’clock  in 
the  morning  Setia  was  passed,  the  port  where  the 
Grand  Master  L’Isle  Adam  first  touched  in  January 
1523,  after  the  evacuation  of  Rhodes.  It  is  interesting 
to  recall  that  the  Great  Carrack  upon  which  he  had 
embarked,  was  commanded  by  the  Turcopolier 
William  Weston,  afterwards  Grand  Prior  of  England, 
and  of  the  same  family  as  the  present  Chancellor  of 
our  English  Order. 

A  little  later  Casos  and  Scarpanto  came  into  view, 
both  islands  once  for  a  few  years  in  the  possession 
of  our  Order,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  mountains 
of  Rhodes  could  be  seen  on  the  horizon.  It  was  in 
a  storm  off  Scarpanto  in  1665  that  the  heroic  Chevalier 
d’  Hocquincourt  lost  his  sliip  and  his  life.  Early 
in  that  year  this  gallant  young  Knight  of  our  Order 
was  caught  at  anchor  off  the  Dolpliin  Island,  and 
blockaded  there  by  a  fleet  of  thirty-three  Turkish 
galleys  carrying  troops  to  Crete.  He  declined  to 
surrender  in  spite  of  the  enormous  odds  against  him, 
beat  off  several  Turkish  attacks,  and  finally  got  to 
sea  and  escaped,  after  slaying  600  of  the  enemy  and 
sinking  several  of  their  galleys. 


THE  VOYAGE  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND  37 


During  the  afternoon  there  was  a  considerable 
swell,  and  the  voyage  ceased  to  be  quite  so  com¬ 
fortable  as  it  had  been. 

March  12th. — Out  of  sight  of  land  all  day.  A 
grey  sky  and  a  heavy  sea.  At  5.30  in  the  afternoon 
a  lecture  was  delivered  to  the  passengers  on  the 
Crusaders  in  the  Holy  Land,  from  the  loss  of  Jerusalem 
to  their  final  expulsion.  The  lecture  was  followed  by 
a  short  description  given  by  Mr.  Pirie-Gordon,  on 
the  motor  route  from  Jerusalem  to  Haifa,  and  the 
points  of  interest  to  be  observed. 
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March  13TH. — Anchored  in  the  roadstead  of  Jaffa, 
a  heavy  sea  was  running,  and  it  was  only  possible  to 
land  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  On  arrival  the 
Assistant  District  Commissioner,  Mr.  J.  E.  F.  Camp¬ 
bell,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Rankin,  the  Senior  Medical 
Officer,  came  on  board  to  greet  the  Sub-Prior  and 
members  of  the  Order  in  the  name  of  His  Excellency 
the  High  Commissioner.  The  disembarkation  began 
at  7  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  first  to  go  ashore 
being  the  Sub-Prior  and  the  Executive  Officers. 
As  they  left  the  boat  and  entered  the  Holy  Land,  the 
Sub-Prior  and  his  Staff  dropped  to  their  knees,  and 
recited  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  On  the  quay-side  they 
were  received  by  the  Port  Officials,  and  representatives 
of  the  municipality  of  Jaffa,  and  a  guard  of  the 
Palestine  Police  paid  the  usual  honours.  On  reaching 
Jaffa  railway  station  Dr.  Strathearn,  Warden  of  the 
Order’s  Hospital  at  Jerusalem,  and  Miss  Newton, 
a  Lady  of  Grace  residing  in  the  Holy  Land,  were 
waiting  to  welcome  the  Sub-Prior.  At  9.50  the 
special  train  provided  for  the  Order  left  for  Jerusalem. 

The  journey  lay  through  the  Plain  of  Sharon, 
and  the  first  stop  was  at  Lydda,  the  junction  for 
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Egypt  and  Haifa.  The  town  is  famous  as  the  burial 
place  of  St.  George,  the  slayer  of  the  dragon,  and  the 
church  named  after  him  was  built  by  the  Crusaders. 
Shortly  after  the  “  Tower  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  ”  was 
seen  away  to  the  right,  built  by  the  Crusaders,  and 
restored  later  by  the  Sultans  Saladin  and  Beybars 
el-Bundukdari.  Whether  the  martyrs  were  Christians 
slain  by  Moslems,  or  Moslems  slain  by  Christians, 
is  a  much  disputed  problem.  Then  came  Ramleh- 
with  a  large  British  Aerodrome,  and  a  War  Cemetery 
where  3,000  British  soldiers  lie  buried.  The  next 
point  of  interest  was  Gezer,  given  by  Pharaoh  to 
Solomon  as  a  marriage  dowry,  then  came  Ekron 
away  to  the  right,  where  the  presence  of  the  Ark  of 
the  Covenant  brought  such  troubles  upon  the 
Philistines.  The  route  now  lay  through  the  Vale  of 
Sorek,  the  scene  of  so  many  of  the  exploits  of  Samson, 
and  the  home  of  Delilah.  Artuf  was  reached  at 
10.35,  and  across  the  valley  could  be  seen  Zorah, 
the  birthplace  and  the  tomb  of  Samson.  A  mile 
further  on,  high  on  the  hill-top  to  the  left,  could  be 
seen  the  Cave  of  the  Rock  Etam,  once  his  refuge. 
At  11.30  Bittir  was  reached,  where  in  a.d.  134,  the 
Jewish  rebels  under  Bar  Cocba  made  their  last  stand 
against  the  troops  of  the  Emperor  Hadrian,  and  were 
cut  down  to  a  man.  The  ruins  of  their  fort  were 
visible  on  a  hill  to  the  left,  still  known  as  the  “  Hill 
of  the  Jews.”  After  ascending  the  Valley  of  Roses, 
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and  skirting  the  Plain  of  Rephaim,  Jerusalem  was 
reached  at  12.20.  On  the  platform  the  Sub-Prior  and 
Order  were  received  by  Sir  Ronald  Storrs,  District 
Commissioner  of  Jerusalem,  the  Mayor,  the  Anglican 
Bishop,  Lady  Watson  and  Major  Brooke,  Aide-de- 
Camp  to  His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner. 

The  Sub-Prior,  Executive  Officers  and  members 
of  the  Order  at  once  motored  to  the  Jaffa  Gate,  and 
then  proceeded  on  foot  to  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre  to  offer  up  their  prayers  for  the  prosperity 
of  our  Order  at  the  tomb  of  Our  Saviour.  The 
pilgrims  afterwards  dispersed  to  their  hotels,  or  to 
the  billets  so  hospitably  provided  for  them  by  the 
residents  of  Jerusalem.  Those  in  hotels  were  divided 
between  the  Grand  New  Hotel  and  the  Hospice  of 
Notre  Dame,  whilst  twenty-five  of  the  pilgrims  were 
received  by  His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner, 
Sir  Ronald  Storrs,  the  Anglican  Bishop,  Mr.  Bentwich 
(Attorney-General),  Mr.  Bowman  (Minister  of 
Education),  Professor  Garstang  (Director  of  Anti¬ 
quities),  Dr.  Strathearn,  and  the  Austrian  Hospice. 
The  Order  of  St.  John  can  never  be  sufficiently  grateful 
for  the  kindly  and  hospitable  welcome  extended  to  it, 
which  will  ever  remain  amongst  the  pleasantest 
recollections  of  its  members. 

After  luncheon  the  Sub-Prior  and  Executive 
Officers  paid  official  calls  in  the  name  of  the  Order, 
and  the  pilgrims  made  a  tour  by  motor  of  the  sacred 
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places  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Jerusalem. 
Leaving  by  the  Jaffa  Gate  they  visited  the  so-called 
Tombs  of  the  Kings,  in  reality  the  tombs  of  Queen 
Helena  of  Adiabene  and  her  descendants,  who  were 
converted  to  Judaism  in  the  first  century  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  era.  These  tombs  are  excavated  from  the  solid 
rock,  and  are  the  property  of  the  French  Government. 
It  was  interesting  to  see  how  the  stone  was  rolled 
across  the  entrance  to  the  tomb,  in  exactly  the  same 
manner  as  we  are  told  that  the  tomb  of  Our  Lord  was 
closed.  From  thence  the  pilgrims  proceeded  to  the 
village  of  Kafr-et-Tur,  and  the  Mount  of  Olives. 
The  Chapel  of  the  Ascension  was  first  visited.  It 
belongs  to  the  Moslems,  and  adjoins  a  Dervish 
Monastery,  but  the  Christians  are  permitted  to 
celebrate  mass  in  it  on  certain  days.  In  the  centre 
of  the  chapel  is  a  rock,  bearing  an  impression  which  is 
said  to  be  the  impression  of  the  right  foot  of  Our 
Saviour  as  He  ascended  into  heaven.  Descending  the 
hill  the  Church  of  the  Paternoster  was  next  visited. 
This  church  marks  the  spot  where  Our  Saviour  first 
taught  His  disciples  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  and  the  original 
church  was  built  here  at  the  instigation  of  Peter  the 
Hermit.  Round  the  cloisters  is  a  series  of  tablets 
engraved  with  the  Lord’s  Prayer  in  thirty-two 
different  languages.  The  present  church  contains 
the  tomb  of  the  Princess  de  la  Tour  d’  Auvergne, 
who  rebuilt  it  fifty  years  ago. 
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The  pilgrims  were  then  conducted  to  Bethany, 
to  see  the  tomb  of  Lazarus,  where  Our  Lord  raised 
him  from  the  dead,  and  the  ruins  of  the  house  of 
Simon  the  Leper,  and  the  house  of  Martha  and  Mary, 
which  Our  Lord  so  often  visited.  Bethany  has  special 
associations  for  our  Order,  because  in  1138  Queen 
Melisende  of  Jerusalem,  the  wife  of  King  Fulke 
established  here  a  nunnery  next  to  the  Church  of  St. 
Lazarus,  which  in  1159  passed  into  the  possession 
of  the  Knights  of  St.  John.  From  Bethany  the  pil¬ 
grims  proceeded  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane, 
so  carefully  tended  by  the  Franciscan  Fathers.  The 
olive  trees  here  are  very  ancient,  and  are  alleged  to 
be  the  same  trees  as  were  there  in  Our  Lord’s  lifetime. 
The  pilgrims  were  each  permitted  to  pick  three 
violets  in  the  garden,  and  were  presented  with  a 
sprig  of  olive  and  of  rosemary.  In  the  garden  marking 
the  site  of  the  agony  of  Our  Lord  is  a  magnificent  new 
church,  in  the  Byzantine  style,  only  finished  in  1925. 
The  party  then  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  dispersed 
to  their  lodgings. 

March  14th. — Being  Sunday  the  pilgrims  at  7.30 
attended  Holy  Communion  in  the  ancient  church 
of  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  now  known  as  Mar 
Hanna.  This  church,  which  forms  part  of  the  Greek 
Monastery  of  St.  John,  dates  from  the  6th  century, 
and  is  almost  completely  underground,  owing  to 
the  rise  in  the  level  of  Jerusalem.  The  church  had 
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been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Order  by  His 
Beatitude  the  Orthodox  Patriarch,  under  whose 
direction  it  had  been  specially  prepared  and  most 
tastefully  decorated  for  the  service.  The  Anglican 
Bishop  in  Jerusalem  officiated,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
N.  A.  Marshall  and  other  clergy,  and  the  special 
prayers  drawn  up  by  the  Prelate  of  the  Order  for  the 
Pilgrimage  were  used.  The  service  was  attended  by 
the  Sub-Prior,  the  Executive  Officers  and  the  members 
of  the  Order,  amongst  those  present  being  the  High 
Commissioner  and  Sir  Ronald  Storrs.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  impressive  than  this  historic 
service  in  the  ancient  church  of  our  Order,  where 
the  Blessed  Gerard  our  founder  and  the  Blessed  Ray¬ 
mond  du  Puy  our  first  Grand  Master  must  so  often 
have  worshipped.  For  every  member  of  our  Order 
present,  that  service  in  the  Muristan,  the  ancient 
Convent  of  the  Ivnights  Hospitallers,  must  ever 
remain  one  of  their  most  sacred  memories. 

The  parade  service  was  at  the  Anglican  Cathedral 
of  St.  George  the  Martyr  at  lo  o’clock.  Since  the 
occasion  was  one  of  an  exclusively  religious  nature, 
the  Knights  wore  the  mantle  of  the  Order  over 
ordinary  dress,  and  uniform  was  worn  only  by  His 
Excellency  the  High  Commissioner.  The  members 
of  the  Order  assembled  in  St.  George’s  Hall,  and 
moved  down  the  Damascus  Road  to  the  Cathedral 
close  by.  The  procession  was  headed  by  the  Sisters 
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of  the  Nursing  Divisions  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  in  uniform.  Then  came  the  Sword  and 
Standard  of  the  Order  followed  by  the  Knights  of 
Grace  two  and  two,  the  juniors  leading.  The 
members  of  the  Chapter-General  came  next  preceded 
by  the  Cross  of  the  Order,  and  were  followed  by  the 
Executive  Officers,  the  High  Commissioner  and 
lastly  the  Sub-Prior.  The  head  of  the  procession 
entered  the  Cathedral  at  10  o’clock,  and  moved  up 
the  aisle  the  choir  singing  the  processional  hymn 
“  Jerusalem  my  happy  home.”  The  members  of 
the  Order  occupied  the  front  seats  of  the  nave,  and 
the  members  of  Chapter-General  the  stalls  in  the 
Choir,  the  Standard,  Cross  and  Sword  being  placed 
upon  the  altar. 

The  Anglican  Bishop  in  Jerusalem,  the  Right 
Reverend  R.  Macinnes,  D.D.,  Sub-Prelate  of  the 
Order,  conducted  the  service,  and  His  Beatitude 
the  Orthodox  Patriarch  desirous  of  showing  particular 
favour  towards  the  Order,  of  which  he  is  an  Honorary 
Chaplain,  attended  and  occupied  a  special  seat  on  the 
north  side  of  the  altar.  The  signal  honour  shown 
towards  our  Order  by  the  presence  of  His  Beatitude 
was  deeply  appreciated  by  all  its  members.  The 
first  lesson  Isaiah  xxxv.  3 — 6  and  Ixi.  i — 4  was 
read  by  the  Sub-Prior,  and  the  special  prayers  drawn 
up  by  the  Prelate  of  the  Order  were  again  used.  The 
hymn  “  Thine  arm,  O  Lord,  in  days  of  old,” 
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followed  by  another  special  prayer  for  the  Order 
drawn  up  by  the  Bishop  in  Jerusalem : — 

“  Grant  O  Lord  that  we,  like  as  of  old  Thy 
servants  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Blessed  Apostles, 
did  by  their  works  in  Rhodes,  Malta,  Cyprus, 
Jerusalem  and  the  coasts  of  Halicarnassus  show 
forth  the  glory  of  Thy  name ;  so  also  we  their 
inheritors,  ever  mindful  of  their  example,  may  in 
all  humbleness  of  spirit  continue  in  Thy  service 
PRO  FIDE,  PRO  UTILITATE  HOMINUM. 
Amen.” 

After  the  hymn  “  My  God  I  love  Thee,”  the  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Bishop  in  Jerusalem,  who  took 
as  his  texts,  Matthew  vi.  lo,  “  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread,”  and  Mark  vi.  37,  “  Give  ye  them  to 
eat.”  The  sermon  was  followed  by  the  hymn, 
“  The  Church’s  one  foundation,”  and  the  service 
concluded  with  the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem. 
The  processions  then  left  the  Cathedral  in  the  same 
order  as  before,  the  Knights  unrobing  in  St.  George’s 
Hall.  Thus  ended  a  service,  which  will  ever  rank 
amongst  the  great  historic  events  of  our  Order,  and 
will  never  be  forgotten  so  long  as  it  continues  to 
exist.  It  is  the  first  time  that  the  Knights  of  St. 
John  have  marched  in  procession  in  the  Holy  City 
of  Jerusalem,  since  its  capture  by  Saladin  in  1187. 
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After  the  service  the  High  Commissioner,  the  Sub- 
Prior  and  the  members  of  the  Order  visited  the 
Museum  of  the  Department  of  Antiquities,  where  a 
small  exhibition  of  Crusaders’  Relics  had  been  specially 
arranged  for  their  benefit.  The  party  was  conducted 
round  the  Museum  by  Professor  Garstang,  the 
Director  of  Antiquities,  and  by  Dr.  Meyer  his  assistant. 
Amongst  the  many  interesting  exhibits,  the  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  six  beautiful  capitals  of  the  columns  of 
the  Church  at  Nazareth  were  particularly  admired. 
They  were  the  work  of  the  Crusaders,  dating  from  the 
1 2th  century,  and  are  regarded  by  the  Director  of 
Antiquities  as  the  most  beautiful  Crusader  Work 
in  the  Holy  Land.  Hearing  that  casts  of  these  capitals 
are  likely  to  be  made,  the  Sub-Prior  requested  the 
Director  of  Antiquities  to  include  the  name  of  the 
Museum  at  St.  John’s  Gate,  as  one  of  those  desirous 
of  obtaining  copies.  They  will  be  a  magnificent 
addition  to  the  Museum  of  our  Order,  which  is  parti¬ 
cularly  defective  in  relics  of  the  Crusading  period. 
The  inspection  of  the  Museum  was  followed  by  a 
visit  to  Gordon’s  Calvary,  which  General  Gordon 
believed  to  be  the  true  place  of  the  Crucifixion,  since 
he  fancied  that  he  could  see  in  the  little  eminence, 
the  appearance  of  a  skull,  answering  to  its  descriptive 
name  of  Golgotha  “  the  place  of  a  skull.” 

After  luncheon  Sir  Ronald  Storrs  and  Lady  Storrs 
met  the  pilgrims  at  the  Jaffa  Gate,  and  took  them 
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round  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  pointing  out  the  chief 
places  of  interest.  The  Temple  Area  was  then 
visited,  and  the  beautiful  Dome  of  the  Rock,  so  often 
known  as  the  Mosque  of  Omar.  Here  the  pilgrims 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  Grand  Mufti  were  admitted 
free  of  charge,  and  were  each  presented  with  a  guide 
book.  Anxious  to  do  honour  to  our  Order,  the 
Grand  Mufti  had  waited  to  receive  the  pilgrims  in 
person,  but  their  late  arrival  had  prevented  him  from 
doing  so,  the  pilgrims  being  unaware  of  his  intentions, 
but  the  courtesy  and  consideration  shown  were  deeply 
appreciated  by  the  members  of  the  Order.  The 
Mosque  occupies  the  site  of  Solomon’s  Temple,  and 
was  built  in  691  by  the  Caliph  Abd-el-Malek. 
By  the  Crusaders  it  was  converted  into  a  church, 
known  as  the  Templum  Domini,  and  the  central 
stone  was  covered  with  marble  and  used  as  the  high 
altar.  On  the  departure  of  the  pilgrims  the  Grand 
Sheikh  was  at  the  doorway  to  bid  them  farewell. 

East  of  the  Dome  of  the  Rock  is  the  Mosque  El 
Aksa,  on  the  site  of  the  Byzantine  Church  of  St. 
Mary,  which  was  converted  into  a  Mosque  by  the 
Caliph  Omar,  on  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem  in  637. 
By  the  Crusaders,  who  turned  it  into  a  church  again, 
it  was  known  both  as  the  Church  of  the  Virgin,  and 
as  the  Portions,  Palatium  or  Templum  Salomonis. 
The  graves  of  the  murderers  of  Thomas  a  Becket  are 
close  to  the  main  entrance.  The  west  transept 
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opens  on  to  the  Hall  of  the  Templars,  consisting  of  a 
double  colonnade  with  pointed  vaulting,  built  by  the 
Templars,  who  resided  there.  The  pilgrims  returned 
to  Jerusalem  by  the  Via  Dolorosa,  passing  on  the  way 
the  Hospice  of  the  Johanniter  Order,  maintained  by 
the  Bailiwick  of  Brandenburg. 

After  dinner  the  pilgrims  assembled  again  at 
9  o’clock  at  the  British  School  of  Archaeology,  where 
Professor  Garstang  and  Dr.  Meyer  delivered  short 
lectures  on  the  Crusader  sites  in  Palestine,  illustrated 
by  a  series  of  most  interesting  lantern  slides. 

March  15  th. — The  pilgrims  proceeded  by  motor 
to  Bethlehem,  the  birthplace  of  Our  Lord,  passing 
many  interesting  and  historic  spots  on  the  way. 
On  the  left  just  after  leaving  Jerusalem  lay  the 
Ophthalmic  Hospital  of  the  Order,  already  flying 
the  new  flag,  then  came  the  Hill  of  Evil  Council, 
where  was  the  country-house  of  Caiaphas,  and  near 
by  Aceldama  “  The  field  of  blood,”  where  the  very 
tree  is  shown  on  which  Judas  is  said  to  have  hanged 
himself.  The  vaUey  of  Rephaim  was  then  traversed, 
the  next  object  of  interest  being  the  Well  of  the  Magi, 
where  having  temporarily  lost  their  guiding  star, 
the  Magi  sat  down  to  rest,  and  to  their  joy  saw  it 
again  reflected  in  the  waters  of  the  well.  Then  on 
the  right  the  Hospice  of  the  Sovereign  Order  of  Malta 
at  Tantur  was  passed,  next  came  Rachel’s  Tomb,  and 
soon  after  Bethlehem  was  reached.  Just  before 
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arriving  there  the  Field  of  Boaz  was  seen  in  the 
distance,  where  Boaz  first  met  Ruth,  and  also  the 
field  in  which  the  angels  appeared  to  the  shepherds 
on  the  night  of  Our  Lord’s  birth. 

The  pilgrims  at  once  went  to  the  Church  of  the 
Nativity,  where  they  were  received  personally  by 
the  Orthodox  Bishop  of  Bethlehem,  whose  courteous 
attention  was  deeply  appreciated  by  the  members  of 
the  Order.  The  original  church  was  built  by  the 
Emperor  Constantine  in  330,  and  was  restored  in  the 
1 2th  century,  the  Emperor  Manuel  Comnenos  pre¬ 
senting  the  mosaics.  In  1482  Edward  IV  of  England 
and  Philip  Duke  of  Burgundy  combined  in  restoring 
the  roof.  It  was  in  this  church  that  Baldwin  I  was 
crowned  King  of  Jerusalem  on  Christmas  Day  not. 
After  inspecting  the  nave  and  viewing  the  richly 
decorated  choir  through  the  doors  in  the  dividing 
screen,  the  pilgrims  descended  into  the  Grotto  or 
Chapel  of  the  Nativity  of  Our  Lord.  Here  in  front 
of  the  altar  in  the  eastern  apse  is  the  star,  which  marks 
the  spot  where  Our  Lord  was  born.  Over  this  star 
burn  fifteen  silver  lamps,  six  belonging  to  the  Greeks, 
five  to  the  Armenians  and  four  to  the  Latins.  This 
star  has  been  the  cause  of  bitter  rivalry  between  the 
Greeks  and  the  Latins,  and  from  time  immemorial 
down  to  the  present  day  it  has  been  necessary  to  main¬ 
tain  a  guard  day  and  night  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Nativity 
to  prevent  them  from  coming  to  blows.  It  is  even 
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included  by  some  amongst  the  indirect  causes  of  the 
Crimean  War. 

Opposite  the  eastern  apse  are  three  steps  descending 
to  the  Chapel  of  the  Manger,  where  the  infant  Jesus 
lay.  The  original  manger  was  taken  to  Rome  in 
the  8  th  century,  and  is  in  the  Church  of  Santa  Maria 
Maggiore  ;  it  has  been  replaced  by  a  marble  manger. 
Opposite  is  the  altar  of  the  Adoration  of  the  Magi. 
This  chapel  is  hung  with  drapery  to  prevent  pilgrims 
from  breaking  off  pieces  of  the  rock  as  relics.  At 
the  west  end  of  the  grotto  is  the  Well  of  the  Holy 
Family,  from  which  water  issued  for  their  use. 

On  leaving  the  Church  of  the  Nativity,  the  pilgrims 
entered  the  adjoining  Latin  Church  of  St.  Catherine, 
in  the  charge  of  the  Franciscans.  This  church,  a 
modern  reconstruction,  marks  the  site  of  Our  Lord’s 
appearance  to  St.  Catherine  of  Alexandria,  and  of  His 
prediction  of  her  martyrdom.  Descending  to  what 
is  a  continuation  of  the  Grotto  of  the  Nativity,  but 
is  shut  off  from  it  by  an  iron  door,  the  pilgrims 
visited  the  Chapel  of  the  Innocents,  where  the  children 
of  Bethlehem  are  said  to  have  been  concealed  from 
Herod,  and  were  discovered  and  massacred.  Next 
to  it  is  the  chapel  marking  the  spot  where  St.  Joseph 
saw  the  vision  directing  the  flight  into  Egypt.  Then 
the  tomb  and  altar  of  St.  Eusebius  of  Cremona,  a 
pupil  of  St.  Jerome,  was  seen,  and  then  the  tomb  of 
St.  Jerome  himself,  who  died  at  Bethlehem  in  420. 
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Opposite  to  it  are  the  tombs  of  his  pupils  St.  Paula 
and  her  daughter  Eustachia.  Close  by  is  the  Chapel 
of  St.  Jerome,  which  is  the  cell  in  which  he  lived, 
and  where  he  made  the  famous  Vulgate  translation 
of  the  Bible  into  Latin. 

Leaving  the  Church  of  St.  Catherine,  the  pilgrims 
passed  along  the  side  of  the  Greek  Monastery  to  the 
Milk  Grotto  or  Women’s  Cavern.  This  is  a  chapel 
in  a  cave  in  the  rock,  in  which  the  Holy  Family  once 
took  shelter.  It  is  said  that  the  Blessed  Virgin  when 
nursing  the  infant  Jesus,  dropped  a  little  milk  on  the 
floor,  on  a  spot  now  marked  by  a  star.  In  con¬ 
sequence  the  chalky  rock  is  believed  to  be  beneficial 
to  mothers,  and  little  round  cakes  containing  a  few 
grains  of  the  dust  are  sold  to  the  faithful,  and  even  the 
Moslems  share  this  belief. 

After  lunch  the  pilgrims  were  conducted  round 
Jerusalem.  First  the  exterior  of  the  Citadel,  known 
to  the  Crusaders  as  the  Tower  of  David,  was  seen. 
Then  the  Armenian  Monastery  was  visited  containing 
the  Church  of  St.  James,  the  first  Bishop  of  Jerusalem, 
whose  head  lies  buried  there.  After  passing  the 
Zion  Gate  the  pilgrims  proceeded  to  the  House  of 
Caiaphas  in  the  Armenian  Monastery  of  Mount 
Zion,  where  are  also  the  Prison  of  Christ,  and  the  spot 
where  Peter  thrice  denied  Our  Lord.  Next  came  a 
visit  to  the  group  of  buildings  known  as  En  Nabi 
Daoud,  where  is  the  Coenabulum,  or  room  in  which 


52 


THE  PILGRIMAGE  OF  1926 


the  Last  Supper  was  held,  and  where  the  descent  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  disciples  afterwards  took 
place.  There  was  formerly  here  a  church  erected 
by  the  Crusaders  in  1 130,  and  known  as  the  Church  of 
Zion.  Here  also  is  the  tomb  of  David.  From  this 
spot  the  pilgrims  were  conducted  to  the  Wailing  Place 
of  the  Jews,  against  a  continuation  of  the  western 
wall  of  the  Temple  Area.  Here  it  has  been  the  habit 
of  the  Jews  from  time  immemorial  to  collect  together 
daily  to  bewail  the  past  glories  of  their  race,  chanting 
amongst  others  the  following  lament : — 

“  For  the  palace  that  lies  desolate  : 

We  sit  in  solitude  and  mourn. 

For  the  temple  that  is  destroyed  : 

We  sit  in  solitude  and  mourn. 

For  the  walls  that  are  overthrown  ; 

We  sit  in  solitude  and  mourn. 

For  our  majesty  that  is  departed : 

We  sit  in  solitude  and  mourn. 

For  our  great  men  who  lie  dead  : 

We  sit  in  solitude  and  mourn. 

For  our  precious  stones  that  are  burned : 

We  sit  in  solitude  and  mourn. 

For  the  priests  who  have  stumbled : 

We  sit  in  solitude  and  mourn. 

For  our  kings  who  have  despised  Him  : 

We  sit  in  solitude  and  mourn.” 
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The  Investiture. — On  the  evening  of  March  15  th 
at  9  o’clock  Field-Marshal  Lord  Plumer,  G.C.B., 
High  Commissioner  of  Palestine,  and  Knight  of 
Grace  of  our  Order,  formally  received  the  pilgrims 
and  their  friends  at  Government  House,  where  an 
investiture  was  afterwards  held.  The  guests  were 
first  received  by  His  Excellency  and  Lady  Plumer, 
the  Sub-Prior  standing  on  the  right  of  the  High 
Commissioner.  The  Knights  of  the  Order,  who  wore 
levee  dress,  then  retired  to  an  ante-room  to  assume 
their  mantles.  They  afterwards  formed  into  pro¬ 
cession  in  the  same  order  as  at  the  Cathedral  the  pre¬ 
vious  day,  preceded  by  the  Cross  and  Standard, 
the  High  Commissioner  following  the  Executive 
Officers,  with  the  Sub-Prior  last.  The  procession 
then  moved  slowly  into  the  great  hall,  where  all  the 
great  dignitaries  of  Jerusalem  were  assembled  to 
do  honour  to  our  Order.  Amongst  those  present 
were : — 

Their  Beatitudes  the  Latin  Patriarch  (represented 

by  Bishop  Kean)  and  the  Armenian  Patriarch,  the 
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Corps  Consulaire  including  the  Consuls-General  of 
France,  Italy  and  Greece,  the  Anglican  Bishop  in 
Jerusalem,  the  representatives  of  the  Dominicans, 
and  of  the  fathers  of  St.  Anne,  the  Apostolic  Delegate, 
the  Rais  el  Ulema,  the  Chief  Rabbi,  the  Mayor  of 
Jerusalem,  and  all  the  leading  British  and  Palestinian 
officials,  civil  and  military. 

The  Sub-Prior  took  up  his  position  on  a  small 
dais,  where  he  alone  stood,  being  raised  slightly 
above  all  others  present.  Below  the  dais  on  his  right 
hand  stood  His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner, 
and  on  his  left  the  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  whilst  behind 
him  were  the  Cross  and  Standard  of  the  Order.  To 
the  right  stood  the  Knights  of  Justice,  to  the  left  the 
Representative  Members  of  Chapter-General,  and 
behind  were  grouped  the  remaining  Knights  of  the 
Order.  The  investiture  then  followed,  the  Bishop 
of  Jerusalem  reading  the  prayers,  and  the  ceremony 
being  that  always  used  in  Chapter-General  at  Clerken- 
well,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  modification  in 
the  exhortation  by  the  Sub-Prior,  which  was  as 
follows  : — 

I  am  specially  charged  by  the  Grand  Prior 
to  convey  to  you  His  Royal  Highness’  greeting, 
and  to  welcome  in  Chapter-General  here  assembled 
the  newly  appointed  Members  and  Associates  of 
the  Grand  Priory  of  the  Order  of  the  Hospital 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in  England. 
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“  With  the  sanction  of  our  Sovereign  Head,  His 
Majesty  the  King,  I  am  about  to  invest  you  severally 
with  the  insignia  of  your  grades. 

“  Be  loyal  to  your  Sovereign,  true  to  your  honour, 
and  faithful  to  the  Order. 

“  Remember  that  the  cross  you  will  receive  is 
the  sign  of  man’s  redemption,  that  its  arms  symbolise 
the  four  cardinal  virtues.  Prudence,  Temperance, 
Justice  and  Fortitude,  and  its  points  stand  for  the 
eight  Beatitudes  which  spring  from  the  practice 
of  those  virtues.  May  its  whiteness  ever  remind 
you  of  the  purity  of  life  required  of  those  who 
fight  for  the  defence  of  the  Christian  Faith,  and 
live  for  the  service  of  the  poor  and  suffering. 
PRO  FIDE.” 

The  following  is  the  list  of  those  received  into  the 
Order  on  this  historic  and  never  to  be  forgotten 
occasion,  the  first  reception  of  new  knights  into  the 
Order  of  St.  John  that  Jerusalem  has  seen,  since  its 
capture  by  Saladin  in  1187  : — 

Chaplain  and  Suh-Prelate. 

Rt.  Rev.  Rennie  Macinnes,  D.D.,  Bishop  in  Jerusalem. 
Knights  of  Grace. 

Lt.-Col.  John  Calderwood  Strathearn,  O.B.E. 

Colonel  George  W.  Heron,  D.S.O.,  O.B.E. 

Ladies  of  Grace. 

Miss  Frances  E.  Newton. 

Mrs.  Strathearn. 

Lady  Storrs. 
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Esquires. 

Captain  Lionel  Archer  Cust. 

Major  J.  A.  Keith  Roach. 

Major  Robert  BrierclifFe,  O.B.E. 

Major  James  A.  Henderson. 

Alfred  P.  S.  Clarke,  M.B.E. 

Honorary  Serving  Brothers. 

Professor  John  G.  Garstang. 

William  E.  Thompson. 

Honorary  Associate. 

Miss  Margaret  Nixon. 

Serving  Sisters  (temporary). 

Sister  Mary  Dight. 

Sister  Catherine  Boyd  Keith. 

Palestine  Serving  Sisters  (temporary). 

Shafika  Msais.  Wadieh  Antonins  Assad. 

Phoebe  Khadder.  Alice  Kneserich. 

Miriam  Riyk.  Alexandra  Dabikeh. 

March  i6th. — The  last  day  in  Jerusalem.  At  7.30 
the  majority  of  the  pilgrims  left  on  an  excursion  for 
Jericho,  the  Jordan  and  the  Dead  Sea.  Passing 
Gethsemane  and  Bethany,  which  had  been  already 
visited,  the  first  object  of  interest  was  the  Apostles’ 
Fountain,  where  the  Apostles  must  have  refreshed 
themselves  on  the  road  from  Bethany  to  the  Jordan, 
since  it  is  the  only  spring  on  the  way.  Then  came 
the  so-called  Good  Samaritan’s  Inn,  generally  identified 
as  the  place  of  the  parable  of  “  the  man  who  fell 
among  thieves.”  Jericho  is  a  village  of  about  400 
inhabitants,  and  contains  a  small  Crusader  fortress, 
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always  pointed  out  as  the  “  House  of  Zacchaeus.” 
From  this  point  to  the  Dead  Sea  the  route  lay  across 
an  uncultivated  salty  plain,  and  is  so  rough  that  it 
is  necessary  for  cars  to  go  in  pairs  lest  one  should 
break  down. 

Meanwhile  an  alternative  tour  had  been  arranged 
for  those  pilgrims,  who  did  not  go  to  Jericho.  Pro¬ 
ceeding  to  Ain  Karim,  the  traditional  birthplace  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  they  visited  the  Church  of  St. 
John,  where  the  high  altar  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Zacharias,  and  the  south  chapel  to  the  Virgin’s  visit 
to  St.  Eli2abeth.  The  crypt  of  the  church  is  said  to 
be  the  actual  birthplace  of  St.  Jolin.  Near  by  lies 
St.  Mary’s  Well.  After  seeing  the  Church  of  the 
Visitation,  the  party  returned  to  Jerusalem. 

But  there  were  some  amongst  the  pilgrims,  who 
preferred  to  spend  a  quiet  morning  in  Jerusalem, 
visiting  once  more  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
and  the  Muristan,  the  ancient  cradle  of  their  Order. 
The  first  church  to  cover  the  sepulchre  of  Our  Lord 
was  consecrated  in  336.  It  was  destroyed  by  the 
Persians  under  Chosroes  II  in  614,  but  rebuilt  shortly 
after,  and  was  again  rebuilt  in  1037  by  the  Emperor 
Michael  IV  after  its  destruction  by  the  Fatimite 
Caliph  El-Hakim.  The  Crusaders  filled  with  pious 
zeal,  considered  this  church  too  humble  for  so  sacred 
a  site,  and  erected  a  new  church,  enclosing  all  the  holy 
places  and  chapels.  In  spite  of  the  changes  caused 
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by  time,  there  still  remains  much  of  the  two  main 
parts  of  this  building,  namely  the  circular  domed 
church  enclosing  the  actual  tomb  of  Our  Saviour, 
and  the  rectangular  church  to  its  east  built  by  a  certain 
architect  named  Jourdain  between  1140  and  1149, 
and  now  the  Greek  Cathedral,  The  Church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  was  burnt  down  in  1808,  and  rebuilt 
two  years  later  from  the  designs  of  a  certain  Komnenos 
Kalfa  of  Mitylene,  the  Greeks  and  Armenians  con¬ 
tributing  most  of  the  funds. 

The  main  entrance  is  in  the  southern  front,  the 
fa9ade  of  which  is  almost  entirely  the  work  of  the 
Crusaders,  the  beautiful  reliefs  over  the  portals  being 
French  work  of  the  latter  half  of  the  12th  century. 
In  front  of  the  entrance  to  the  church  is  the  tomb  of 
the  English  Crusader  Philip  d’  Aubigny.  On 
entering  the  south  aisle  there  is  seen  the  first  of  those 
places,  so  sacred  to  all  Christians,  the  “  stone  of 
unction  ”  on  which  the  body  of  Our  Lord  was  anointed 
by  Nicodemus  before  the  burial.  The  main  buildings 
of  the  church  are  surrounded  by  a  maze  of  chapels, 
belonging  to  the  different  denominations,  and  marking 
the  various  sacred  sites  connected  with  the  Crucifixion 
of  Our  Lord.  In  the  Latin  sacristy  to  the  north  of 
the  north  aisle  are  shown  the  sword,  spurs  and  cross 
of  Godfrey  de  Bouillon,  the  hero  of  the  First  Crusade. 
On  the  south  side  of  the  Greek  Cathedral  are  the 
chapels  on  Golgotha,  marking  the  actual  site  of  the 
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Crucifixion  of  Our  Lord.  At  the  entrance  to  the 
Chapel  of  Adam  close  by,  are  the  stone  ledges  on 
which  formerly  stood  the  tomb  monuments  of 
Godfrey  de  Bouillon  and  his  brother  Baldwin  L 
The  Greeks  removed  these  monuments  in  1810  to 
prevent  any  possibility  of  Latin  claims  over  the  chapel. 
There  is  now  a  restoration  of  the  tomb  of  Godfrey  de 
Bouillon  in  the  Cathedral  of  Boulogne. 

To  the  south  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
lies  the  Muristan,  the  name  now  given  to  the  ancient 
Convent  of  the  Knights  Hospitallers,  the  original 
home  of  the  Order  of  St.  John.  When  the  Crusaders 
took  the  Holy  City  in  1099,  and  our  Order  came 
into  existence,  this  site  which  measures  170  yards 
by  150,  was  handed  over  to  the  Blessed  Gerard  our 
founder.  There  were  already  many  buildings  extant, 
the  Churches  of  St.  Maria  Latina  and  St.  Maria  Minor 
with  their  attached  convents,  and  the  Benedictme 
Hospital  erected  by  the  merchants  of  Amalfi,  with 
the  ancient  Church  of  St.  John  Eleemon.  The  latter 
became  the  hospital  and  church  of  the  Knights 
Hospitallers,  and  presumably  were  then  re-dedicated 
to  St.  John  the  Baptist.  The  Knights  of  St.  John 
covered  the  whole  site  with  the  buildings  of  their 
Convent,  the  headquarters  of  their  Order,  all  of  which 
were  given  by  Saladin  as  an  endowment  to  the  Mosque 
of  Omar  close  by,  when  he  took  the  Holy  City  in 
1187.  In  1216  his  nephew  converted  the  convent 


6o 


THE  PILGRIMAGE  OF  1926 


church  into  a  lunatic  asylum  or  Muristan,  which 
ultimately  gave  its  name  to  the  whole  area. 

In  1 869  when  the  Crown  Prince  Frederick  of  Prussia 
visited  the  Holy  City,  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  presented 
to  him  the  eastern  half  of  the  Muristan,  because  he 
was  a  Knight  of  St.  John,  and  the  head  of  the  Bailiwick 
of  Brandenburgh.  It  was  part  of  the  southern  half 
of  this  eastern  strip,  which  was  recently  acquired  by 
the  Grand  Priory  of  England.  The  German  Knights 
ran  a  new  road  through  the  Muristan  from  north  to 
south,  calling  it  Prince  Frederick  William  Street, 
dividing  their  property  from  the  remainder,  which 
belonged  to  the  Greeks,  and  at  the  entrance  in  David 
Street  they  erected  a  gateway  on  which  is  a  shield 
bearing  the  German  eagle.  On  the  site  of  St.  Maria 
Latina  they  built  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Redeemer, 
modelled  as  far  as  possible  on  the  original  church, 
and  having  as  its  north  door,  the  famous  i  zth  century 
doorway  of  its  predecessor,  with  its  beautiful  sculp¬ 
tures,  representing  the  months  of  the  year.  They 
also  restored  the  cloisters  and  refectory  of  the  old 
convent,  and  west  of  the  cloisters  they  erected  the 
Evangelical  Hospice  of  the  Muristan.  The  church 
was  consecrated  in  1898  in  the  presence  of  the 
German  Emperor  and  Empress,  a  ceremony  which 
was  attended  by  a  deputation  of  the  Grand  Priory 
of  England,  consisting  of  Viscount  Templetown, 
Colonel  Wyndham  Murray,  Mr.  A.  F.  G.  Leveson- 
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Gower,  all  Knights  of  Justice,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Cook, 
Knight  of  Grace. 

All  the  remainder  of  the  Muristan  belongs  to  the 
Greeks,  and  in  the  south-west  corner  is  the  Greek 
Convent  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  containing  a  later 
church,  and  our  own  ancient  church,  Icnown  to  them 
as  Mar  Hanna  and  no  longer  used,  but  to  us  rendered 
doubly  sacred  by  that  solemn  service  on  March  14th. 
North  of  this  church  once  stood  the  great  Hospital 
of  our  Order,  with  accommodation  for  over  a  thousand 
sick  pilgrims,  and  to  the  south-east  lay  the  quarters 
of  the  knights,  and  the  Palace  of  the  Grand  Masters. 
The  vaulted  archways  containing  the  shops  in  David 
Street  are  thought  to  mark  where  the  stables  once 
stood.  The  remainder  of  the  Greek  area  belongs 
to  the  Convent  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  has  been 
turned  into  a  speculative  building  estate. 

In  the  afternoon  a  reception  was  held  in  the 
Ophthalmic  Hospital  of  the  Order,  and  the  pilgrims 
were  given  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  their  hospi¬ 
tal,  and  making  the  acquaintance  of  those  who  work 
so  hard  in  Jerusalem  for  its  welfare.  The  Sub-Prior 
and  Executive  Officers  wearing  their  caps,  mantles 
and  insignia  received  their  guests  in  the  entrance 
court,  amongst  those  present  being  His  Excellency 
the  High  Commissioner  and  Lady  Plumer,  Sir  Ronald 
and  Lady  Storrs,  the  Bishop  in  Jerusalem  and  Mrs. 
Macinnes,  and  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  Jerusalem, 
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Ragheb  Bey  and  Madame  Nashashibi.  After  the 
reception  the  members  of  the  Order  and  their  guests 
made  a  tour  of  the  wards  and  various  departments 
of  the  hospital,  and  it  was  the  universal  opinion  that 
they  had  never  seen  a  better  equipped,  better  organked, 
or  more  perfect  establishment.  The  stores  of  linen 
and  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  hospital,  so  ably 
administered  by  Lady  Watson,  whose  devotion  to 
the  service  of  our  hospital  is  so  weU  known  to  all 
the  members  of  our  Order,  were  inspected  with 
particular  interest.  There  was  also  seen  in  the  recep¬ 
tion-room  a  beautiful  print  of  Jerusalem  of  the  early 
1 8th  century.  This  print  has  been  presented  to  the 
Order  by  Lady  Watson,  and  placed  for  safe  keeping 
in  the  hospital.  It  is  her  desire  that,  if  our  Order  ever 
establishes  a  house  of  its  own  in  Jerusalem,  this  print 
should  hang  there  as  the  first  article  of  furniture 
presented  to  it.  After  the  inspection  of  the  hospital, 
the  guests  of  the  Order  were  entertained  to  tea  in 
the  great  hall. 

After  dinner  at  9  o’clock  a  large  number  of  the 
pilgrims  met  Sir  Ronald  Storrs  at  Solomon’s  Quarries, 
where  he  and  Mr.  Cowell  conducted  them  through 
the  ancient  caves  and  workings,  and  gave  them  an 
interesting  account  of  their  extent,  and  of  the  old 
methods  of  working  them.  It  is  generally  believed 
that  the  material  for  Solomon’s  Temple  was  obtained 
here,  and  that  the  stones  were  shaped  and  trimmed 
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in  the  large  ante-chamber,  ready  for  placing  in  position 
without  sound  or  noise.  Stone  is  still  obtained 
from  these  quarries.  A  very  charming  effect  was 
added  to  the  visit  by  the  choir  of  the  American  Colony 
which  concealed  in  an  inner  cave,  sang  the  Crusaders’ 
Hymn  : — 


“  Fairest  Lord  Jesus  !  Ruler  of  all  nature ! 

O,  Thou  of  God  and  man  the  Son ! 

Thee  will  I  cherish.  Thee  will  I  honour. 

Thou,  my  soul’s  glory,  joy  and  crown. 

“  Fair  are  the  meadows,  fairer  still  the  woodlands. 
Robed  in  the  blooming  garb  of  spring  ; 

Jesus  is  fairer,  Jesus  is  purer. 

Who  makes  the  woeful  heart  to  sing  ! 


“  Fair  is  the  sunshine,  fairer  still  the  moonlight. 
And  all  the  twinkling  starry  host ; 

Jesus  shines  brighter,  Jesus  shines  purer. 
Than  all  the  angels  heaven  can  boast.” 


March  17th. — The  pilgrims  left  Jerusalem  at  6.30  in 
the  mornmg,motoring  via  Nablus  and  Na2areth  to  Haifa 
and  Acre,  the  convoy  of  twenty-five  cars  assembling 
at  the  Damascus  Gate.  The  first  half  of  the  journey 
was  somewhat  spoilt  by  the  bitterly  cold  wind,  and 
constant  showers,  but  was  none  the  less  of  the  greatest 
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interest.  Ramah  to  the  right  of  the  road  was  the 
first  place  of  note,  and  then  came  Beeroth,  supposed 
to  be  the  spot  where  Mary  and  Joseph  first  discovered 
that  the  child  Jesus  was  not  with  them,  returning  to 
Jerusalem  to  find  Him  in  the  Temple.  Twelve  miles 
further  on  Shiloh  could  be  seen,  where  the  Ark  of 
the  Covenant  rested,  and  a  little  further  to  the  left 


Sinjil,  one  of  the  few  places  in  the  Holy  Land,  still 
retaining  the  name  given  to  it  by  the  Crusaders,  the 
name  being  derived  from  that  of  the  famous  Raymond 
de  St.  Gilles,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  First  Crusade. 
Another  eleven  miles  and  the  tombs  of  the  High 
Priest  Eleazar,  son  of  Aaron,  and  of  his  son  Phineas, 
were  in  view  on  a  small  hill  to  the  right.  Then 
Mount  Gerizim  was  passed,  where  the  Samaritans 
still  perform  their  Passover  Sacrifice.  Next  came  a 
place  peculiarly  sacred  by  its  association  with  the  life 
of  Our  Lord,  Jacob’s  Well  where  Our  Saviour  talked 
with  the  Woman  of  Samaria,  beyond  all  doubt  the 
same  well,  and  probably  with  the  very  same  stone¬ 
work  surrounding  the  mouth  of  it.  Then  Joseph’s 
Tomb  was  passed,  and  beyond  it  the  village  of  Sychar, 
whence  the  woman  came  to  draw  water. 


The  route  now  lay  through  the  important  town  of 
Nablus,  containing  27,000  inhabitants.  This  town 
was  captured  by  the  Crusaders  under  Tancred  in 
1099,  and  became  one  of  the  most  important  fiefs 
of  the  Latin  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem.  It  was  retaken 
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by  Saladin  in  1187.  Passing  through  the  fertile 
plain  of  Dothan,  where  Joseph  visited  his  brethren, 
the  old  crusading  castle  marking  the  site  of  Ibleam 
came  into  view,  with  its  curious  subterranean  passage 
leading  down  to  a  spring.  Then  came  Jenin  or 
Enganmm  an  important  village  of  2,000  inhabitants. 
A  few  miles  further,  and  the  road  descended  into  the 
famous  plain  of  Esdraelon,  the  battle-field  of  Palestine, 
with  Mount  Gilboa  away  to  the  right,  where  Saul 
was  slain  by  the  Philistines.  Crossing  the  plain  of 
Esdraelon,  Jezreel,  the  city  of  Ahab  was  next  passed, 
where  Jezebel  met  her  doom,  and  then  the  fortress 
of  Megiddo  was  seen  away  to  the  left.  Soon  after 
the  road  began  to  climb  the  hills  again  to  Nazareth, 
which  was  reached  a  little  before  noon. 

Many  of  the  pilgrims  would  have  liked  to  remain 
at  Nazareth  to  visit  the  traditional  sites  connected 
with  the  life  of  Our  Lord,  but  it  had  been  decided  to 
push  on  to  the  Horns  of  Hattin,  on  the  road  to 
Tiberias,  where  Our  Lord  preached  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount,  and  where  in  1 1 87  Saladin  won  his  decisive 
victory  over  Guy  de  Lusignan,  which  sounded  the 
death-knell  of  the  Latin  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem. 
Soon  after  leaving  Nazareth,  Cana  of  Galilee  was 
passed,  where  Our  Lord  turned  the  water  into  wine. 
It  was  here  that  Roger  des  Moulins,  Grand  Master 
of  our  Order,  was  killed  in  action  on  May  ist,  1187, 
not  long  after  his  return  from  his  mission  to  England. 
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He  and  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Temple  were  on 
their  way  from  Jerusalem  to  Tiberias,  to  endeavour 
to  pacify  the  Count  of  Tripoli,  who  was  on  the 
worst  possible  terms  with  King  Guy.  Near  Nazareth 
they  heard  that  Saladin’s  son  El-Afdal  was  over  the 
border  plundering  and  burning.  They  at  once  moved 
up  to  intercept  him  with  130  knights  and  350  foot, 
but  enormously  outnumbered,  were  surrounded  and 
cut  to  pieces,  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Temple  and 
two  of  his  knights  alone  hacking  their  way  through. 
On  reaching  Hattin  it  proved  impossible  to  obtain 
a  view  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  as  had  been  hoped, 
owing  to  the  misty  weather.  But  just  below  the  lull 
could  be  seen  the  spot,  where  on  July  4th,  1187,  the 
two  hundred  Knights  of  the  Hospital  and  the  Temple, 
taken  prisoners  in  the  great  battle,  were  massacred 
by  the  orders  of  Saladin,  whose  detestation  their 
bitter  fanaticism  had  incurred.  The  whole  party 
then  returned  to  Nazareth  for  lunch  at  the  Hotel 
Galilee,  after  visiting  Mary’s  WeU,  the  one  sacred 
site  there  that  can  really  be  regarded  as  authentic, 
for  to  that  spot  the  Virgin  Mary  must  have  come  to 
draw  water,  doubtless  often  accompanied  by  her  son 
Our  Saviour. 

At  2  o’clock  the  pilgrims  were  on  the  road  again 
for  Haifa.  First  Jaffia  was  passed,  where  is  the  rock 
from  which  the  Jews  desired  to  hurl  Our  Saviour. 
Then  the  route  passed  near  the  slopes  of  Mount  Carmel, 
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and  the  spot  where  Elijah  massacred  the  priests  of 
Baal.  A  few  miles  further  on  the  River  Kishon  was 
crossed,  a  very  unimposing  stream.  Passing  through 
the  town  of  Haifa,  the  “  Asia  ”  could  be  seen  in  the 
roads,  flying  the  flags  of  the  Order  and  the  Sub- 
Prior,  and  gay  with  bunting.  Continuing  along  the 
edge  of  the  sea,  the  road  lying  over  firm  hard  sand. 
Acre  was  finally  reached  about  3.30,  where  the  Mayor 
and  notables  were  waiting  to  receive  the  Sub-Prior. 
This  town  must  always  be  of  special  interest  to  our 
Order,  for  in  it  was  situated  the  Convent  of  the 
Knights  of  St.  John,  from  its  surrender  to  Richard 
Coeur-de-Lion  in  1 1 89,  until  its  recapture  by  the  Sultan 
Khalil  in  1291.  Owing  to  the  close  connection  of 
our  Order  with  Acre,  the  town  was  long  known  as 
St.  Jean  d’  Acre.  At  the  final  siege  our  Order  covered 
itself  with  glory,  and  when  the  town  was  stormed  on 
May  1 8th  1291  only  six  of  our  knights  escaped  to 
Cyprus,  taking  with  them  their  gallant  Grand  Master 
John  de  Villiers,  who  was  so  severely  wounded, 
that  his  recovery  at  first  seemed  impossible.  There 
still  remain  at  Acre  traces  of  the  presence  of  our 
Order,  the  old  Turkish  military  hospital  is  said  to 
be  upon  the  site  of  the  Hospital  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John,  and  the  church  of  the  Order  can  still  be  seen. 
It  is  generally  described  as  a  crypt,  but  it  seems  almost 
certainly  to  be  the  church  itself,  silted  up  with  the 
passage  of  time  as  high  as  the  capitals  of  the  columns. 
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until  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  crypt.  It  seems  highly 
important  that  this  building  should  be  properly 
excavated. 

Of  the  hospital  at  Acre  there  is  an  ancient  story 
told,  relating  to  the  times  of  the  English  Grand 
Master  Gamier  de  Nablus.  It  is  said  that  Saladin, 
impressed  by  the  tales  of  the  great  charity  shown  there, 
came  to  it  disguised  as  a  sick  pilgrim  to  test  them  for 
liimself.  Pretending  an  inability  to  touch  food,  he 
at  last  told  the  distressed  knight  in  charge  that  he  had 
one  impossible  caprice,  which  alone  could  satisfy 
him.  The  knight  urged  him  to  make  his  request, 
saying,  “  A  sick  man  here  is  given  whatsoever  he 
fancies,  if  gold  can  buy  it ;  ask  what  you  will  and 
you  shall  have  it.”  And  then  Saladin  made  his 
request.  “It  is  the  foot  of  the  Grand  Master’s 
famous  horse  Moriel  that  I  desire  to  eat,  and  unless 
it  be  cut  off  in  my  presence,  I  can  never  touch  food 
again.”  And  when  Gamier  de  Nablus  heard  the 
story  of  the  Imight,  he  ordered  that  the  caprice  of 
the  sick  man  should  be  granted.  “  Since  it  be  so, 
take  my  horse ;  better  that  all  my  horses  should  die 
than  one  sick  man.”  And  when  they  were  about 
to  strike  off  the  foot  of  Moriel  in  the  presence  of 
Saladin,  the  Sultan  suddenly  announced  that  the 
desire  had  passed  away,  and  that  he  would  be  content 
with  the  ordinary  food.  And  when  he  had  returned 
to  his  own  country,  he  sent  to  the  Order  of  St.  John 
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a  charter,  sealed  with  his  own  seal,  which  is  said  to 
have  read  as  follows  : — 

“  Let  all  men  know  that  I,  Saladin,  Soldan  of 
Babylon,  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Hospital  of 
Acre  a  thousand  bezants  of  gold,  to  be  paid  every 
year,  in  peace  or  war,  unto  the  Grand  Master,  be 
he  who  he  may,  in  gratitude  for  the  wonderful 
charity  of  himself  and  of  his  Order.” 

At  Acre  there  is  one  of  our  recently  established 
clinics,  which  was  inspected  with  great  interest  by 
the  pilgrims.  From  Acre  they  returned  to  Haifa, 
embarking  on  board  the  “  Asia  ”  about  6  p.m.,  after 
having  motored  145  miles.  Major  Keith  Roach, 
the  Assistant  District  Commissioner,  was  on  the  quay 
to  bid  farewell  to  the  Sub-Prior  and  members  of  the 
Order,  and  there  were  drawn  up  on  the  quay  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  Palestine  Police  under  Major  W.  F.  Sin¬ 
clair,  District  Commandant,  to  render  the  usual 
honours,  together  with  the  Public  Health  Department 
Temurgi  (Dressers),  and  the  officials  of  the  railway. 
The  Sub-Prior  accompanied  by  the  Executive  Officers, 
inspected  the  police  and  officials,  and  was  the  last 
to  embark.  Just  before  departure  the  following 
telegram  was  received  from  the  Warden  of  the 
Ophthalmic  Hospital  at  Jerusalem : — 

“  The  Warden  and  staff  express  their  respectful 
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appreciation  for  the  visit  of  the  Sub-Prior,  and 
wish  the  crusaders  god-speed  on  their  pilgrimage.” 

At  7.30  p.m.  the  “  Asia  ”  weighed  anchor,  and 
steamed  for  Cyprus.  So  ended  the  Pilgrimage  of 
our  Order  in  the  Holy  Land,  a  pilgrimage  that  will 
live  forever  in  the  memories  of  those  taking  part 
in  it,  and  must  always  remain  one  of  the  most 
important  events  in  the  modern  history  of  our 
Order. 


CHAPTER  V 


CYPRUS 

March  i8th. — Early  in  the  morning  the  southern 
coast  of  Cyprus  came  into  view,  and  long  before 
breakfast  the  “  Asia  ”  had  cast  anchor  off  Larnaca, 
the  ancient  Citium.  Captain  Popham,  the  District 
Commissioner,  came  on  board  to  welcome  the  Sub- 
Prior  and  members  of  the  Order  in  the  name  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  Sir  Malcolm  Stevenson, 
and  with  him  there  came  a  present  of  books  from  the 
Government,  a  copy  of  Mr.  Jeffery’s  recently  published 
work  “  Cyprus  under  an  English  King  in  the  12th 
century  ”  being  presented  to  each  member  of  the 
Order. 

So  close  and  so  intimate  has  been  the  connection 
between  the  Order  of  St.  John  and  the  island  of 
Cyprus,  that  no  pilgrimage  to  the  Levant  would  have 
been  complete  that  did  not  include  the  ancient 
kingdom  of  the  Lusignans.  After  the  loss  of  the 
Holy  Land,  our  Order  found  a  refuge  in  Cyprus  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  until  in  1310  the  Grand  Master 
Fulke  de  Villaret  conquered  Rhodes,  and  transferred 
the  Convent  there.  Whilst  in  Cyprus  the  Convent 
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was  at  Limassol,  and  it  was  there  that  the  historic 
Chapter-General  took  place  in  1292,  which  decided 
the  future  policy  of  the  Order.  It  was  then  resolved 
that  it  must  remain  as  close  to  Palestine  as  possible, 
in  order  to  be  ever  in  readiness  to  reconquer  the  Holy 
Places,  when  opportunity  should  occur.  In  order  to 
carry  out  their  charitable  duties,  a  hospital  for  the 
poor  and  the  pilgrims  was  again  established,  and  for 
the  protection  of  pilgrims  visiting  the  Holy  Land  a 
squadron  of  galleys  was  equipped  to  escort  them  across 
the  seas.  It  was  from  then  onwards  that  the  Order 
of  St.  John  became  a  naval  power. 

With  the  loss  of  the  Holy  Land,  Cyprus  under  its 
kings  of  the  House  of  Antioch-Lusignan  had  become 
the  cliief  outpost  of  western  civilization,  in  the  near 
east.  But  after  the  assassination  of  King  Peter  I 
in  1369,  its  importance  began  to  decline  rapidly,  and 
it  was  only  possible  for  its  French  aristocracy  to 
maintain  itself  against  the  Saracen  Sultans  of  Egypt 
with  the  help  of  the  Knights  of  Rhodes.  In  fact 
it  is  scarcely  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  Cyprus  was 
for  long  practically  under  the  protection  of  our  Order. 
In  every  great  crisis  in  their  history  the  Lusignan 
sovereigns  appealed  to  our  Grand  Masters  for 
assistance,  and  they  never  appealed  in  vain. 

Our  Order  naturally  possessed  great  estates  in 
Cyprus,  since  to  their  own  lands  were  added  those 
of  the  Templars,  on  their  suppression  in  1312.  The 
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chief  house  of  our  Order  was  at  Colossi,  west  of 
Limassol,  which  was  granted  by  King  Hugh  I. 
The  keep  of  the  castle  one  of  the  finest  examples  of 
the  military  architecture  of  the  period,  is  now  partly 
owned  by  the  Grand  Priory  of  England,  and  is  included 
amongst  the  historic  monuments  of  the  island.  The 
estates  of  the  Order  in  Cyprus  were  re-organEed  in 
1379  during  the  reign  of  Grand  Master  Heredia, 
when  they  were  divided  into  seven  commanderies, 
under  the  administration  of  a  Bailiff  Grand  Cross 
known  as  the  Grand  Commander  of  Cyprus,  havmg 
his  seat  at  Colossi,  and  ranking  with  the  Grand  Priors. 
Cyprus  was  always  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
desirable  bailiwicks  in  the  possession  of  our  Order, 
it  was  attached  to  no  Tongue,  and  was  with  its 
commanderies  open  to  any  knight  regardless  of 
nationality,  until  it  finally  became  vested  in  the 
Venetian  family  of  Cornaro.  Amongst  the  Grand 
Commanders  of  Cyprus,  two  Englishmen  are  to  be 
found,  the  Turcopolier  Thomas  Skipwith,  who  died 
in  1422,  and  the  ill-fated  John  Langstrother,  after¬ 
wards  Grand  Prior  of  England,  and  one  of  the  victims 
of  the  vengeance  of  Edward  IV  after  the  Battle  of 
Tewkesbury.  All  the  possessions  of  our  Order  in 
Cyprus  were  lost  in  1571,  when  the  Turks  conquered 
the  island. 

After  an  early  lunch  the  pilgrims  disembarked  at 
Larnaca,  and  explored  the  town.  The  chief  object 
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of  interest  is  the  Church  of  St.  Lazarus,  which  contains 
the  tomb  of  Lazarus,  who  is  said  to  have  lived  at 
Citium,  after  he  was  raised  from  the  dead  by  Our 
Lord.  But  his  tomb  is  now  empty,  for  the  body  was 
translated  to  Marseilles  in  the  15  th  century.  The 
pilgrims  then  proceeded  by  motor  to  Nicosia,  the 
capital  of  the  island.  The  city  first  rose  to  fame  imder 
the  Lusignan  kings,  and  was  fortified  by  Peter  II, 
when  the  Genoese  war  broke  out,  but  the  present 
ramparts  were  constructed  by  the  Venetians  in  1564. 
Two  of  the  gateways  still  remain,  the  Famagusta 
and  the  Cyrenia  gates.  The  most  important  monu¬ 
ment  in  the  city  is  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Sophia,  which 
has  been  aj  Moslem  mosque  since  the  Turkish  conquest 
of  1570.  The  original  Cathedral  was  built  by  Arch¬ 
bishop  Montaigu  in  the  first  half  of  the  13th  century, 
but  was  greatly  damaged  by  earthquake  in  1267. 
It  was  finally  completed  by  the  Archbishop  Giovanni 
del  Conte  on  the  original  plans  in  1326.  The  Lady 
Chapel  built  by  King  Hugh  III  in  1270  is  the  south 
transeptal  chapel,  now  filled  by  the  Mihrab  of  the 
Mosque. 

For  the  members  of  our  Order  naturally  one  of 
the  most  interesting  monuments  in  Nicosia  is  the  old 
Church  of  St.  Nicholas  of  the  English,  which  is  used 
at  the  present  day  as  a  grain-store.  This  church 
became  the  chapel  of  the  English  military  religious 
Order  of  St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury,  after  the  loss  of 
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Acre  in  1291.  The  Order  of  St.  Thomas,  the  only 
English  order  of  this  nature,  was  instituted  by  Richard 
Coeur-de-Lion  at  Acre  in  1191,  the  first  Prior  being  a 
certain  William,  who  was  chaplain  to  Ralph  de  Diceto, 
Dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  in  fulfilment  of  a  vow  had 
built  at  his  own  cost  a  chapel  at  Acre  dedicated  to 
St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury.  In  1 23 1  Peter  des  Roches, 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  established  the  Order  in  a  new 
house  at  Acre  under  the  rule  of  the  Templars.  It  was 
doubdess  this  association  with  the  Templars,  which 
caused  the  Knights  of  St.  Thomas  to  join  with  the 
Templars  and  the  Knights  of  St.  Lazarus  in  that 
scandalous  attack  on  the  Knights  of  St.  John  in  1259, 
which  resulted  in  the  virtual  annihilation  of  the  aggres¬ 
sors.  The  parent  house  of  the  Order  of  St.  Thomas 
in  London  was  the  Hospital  of  St.  Thomas  Aeon, 
built  by  Thomas  a  Becked s  sister  in  1171  on  the  site 
of  her  sainted  brother’s  birthplace,  a  house  which 
ultimately  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Mercers’ 
Company.  The  Order  was  still  in  existence  in  1375, 
but  seems  to  have  died  out  about  that  time.  The 
Knights  of  St.  Thomas  wore  white  mantles  like  the 
Templars,  having  a  red  cross  charged  in  the  centre 
with  a  golden  escallop.  There  has  been  a  certain 
amount  of  speculation  as  to  whether  any  connection 
existed  between  the  Order  of  the  Garter  and  the 
Order  of  St.  Thomas,  since  the  former  came  into 
existence  about  the  same  time  as  the  disappearance 
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of  the  latter,  and  both  used  the  red  cross  on  a  white 
field. 

After  viewing  the  city  of  Nicosia  with  its  interesting 
monuments  of  the  past,  and  inspecting  its  excellent 
museum,  the  pilgrims  proceeded  to  Government 
House,  in  front  of  which  is  the  famous  gun  presented 
by  Henry  VIII  to  the  Grand  Master  LTsle  Adam. 
In  1528  the  Grand  Master  paid  a  state  visit  to  the 
court  of  Henry  VIII,  and  when  he  returned  to  the 
Convent  at  Nice,  the  king  promised  to  contribute 
20,000  crowns  towards  the  expenses  of  an  expedition 
for  the  recovery  of  Rhodes.  The  king’s  gift  took 
the  forms  of  guns  and  ammunition  of  the  value  pro¬ 
mised,  and  in  January  1530  John  Sutton,  Commander 
of  Beverley,  arrived  at  Syracuse,  where  the  Grand 
Master  then  was,  with  nineteen  heavy  bron2e  guns. 
These  were  sent  to  Tripoli  to  reinforce  the  armament 
of  that  fortress  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Turks 
when  they  captured  Tripoli  in  1351.  Apparently 
when  the  Turks  laid  siege  to  Famagusta  twenty  years 
later,  they  must  have  brought  some  of  these  guns 
from  Tripoli,  for  one  of  them  was  found  in  the  harbour 
of  Famagusta  in  1908,  half  buried  in  sand  and  mud. 
This  gun  which  is  now  at  Nicosia  has  upon  it  the  arms 
of  Henry  VIII  and  of  LTsle  Adam,  and  is  numbered 
XIII.  Just  before  the  war  when  one  of  our  Knights 
of  Grace  visited  Cyprus,  the  gun  was  offered  to  our 
Order,  but  unfortunately  there  was  not  room  for 
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it  on  board  bis  yacht,  and  when  the  offer  was  reported 
to  Chapter-General,  it  was  most  unhappily  decided 
not  to  accept  it. 

At  Government  House  the  pilgrims  and  their 
friends  were  received  by  His  Excellency  Sir  Malcolm 
Stevenson,  who  gave  a  garden-party  in  honour  of 
the  Order.  Amongst  the  numerous  guests  present 
to  meet  the  Sub-Prior  and  members  were  His  Beatitude 
the  Archbishop  of  Cyprus,  the  Armenian  Archbishop 
of  Cilicia  (resident  in  Cyprus),  Their  Eminences  the 
Cadi  of  Cyprus,  the  Cadi  of  Nicosia-Cyrenia,  and  the 
Mufti,  the  Turkish  Delegate  of  Evkaf  (in  charge  of 
Moslem  pious  foundations),  and  the  leading  British 
and  Cypriot  officials.  In  the  evening  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  entertained  the  Sub-Prior  and  Executive 
Officers  of  the  Order  to  dinner.  At  Government 
House  the  Sub-Prior  found  a  telegram  from  the  Grand 
Prior,  in  reply  to  the  following  telegram  despatched 
to  His  Royal  Highness  on  the  day  of  the  investiture 
in  Jerusalem  : — 

“  On  scene  of  the  ancient  activities  of  the  Order 
in  Palestine,  the  High  Commissioner  and  other 
members  now  on  pilgrimage  send  humble  greeting 
to  their  Grand  Prior.” 

(Signed),  Scarbrough,  Sub-Prior. 
To  this  message  His  Royal  Highness  was  graciously 
pleased  to  send  the  following  reply  : — 

“  So  appreciate  kind  thoughts  of  me  by  High 
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Commissioner  and  members  of  the  Order  now  on 
pilgrimage.  Warmest  greetings  from  your  Grand 
Prior.” 

(Signed),  Arthur. 

March  19th. — The  majority  of  the  pilgrims  motored 
to  Famagusta  to  see  the  famous  ruins  of  that  unfortun¬ 
ate  city,  and  the  remains  of  ancient  Salamis  to  the 
north  of  it.  The  road  lay  through  the  uninteresting 
modern  villages  of  Xylotymbo  and  Athna.  Fama¬ 
gusta  first  rose  to  prominence,  when  Acre  fell  in 
1291,  taking  its  place  as  the  emporium  of  the  Levant. 
But  its  extraordinary  prosperity  was  not  of  long 
duration,  in  1372  it  was  seixed  by  the  Genoese  from 
King  Peter  II,  and  in  1394  an  Italian  visitor  writes 
that  its  glory  had  departed  and  one-third  of  its  houses 
were  uninhabited.  The  city  was  retaken  by  King 
James  II  in  1464,  and  was  captured  by  the  Turks  in 
1571,  after  a  siege  of  thirteen  months.  Its  gallant 
defender  Marc  Anthony  Bragadino  was  flayed  alive, 
and  his  skin  stuffed  with  straw  long  hung  on  one 
of  the  gates  of  Constantinople.  Famagusta  is  now 
a  complete  ruin,  dotted  with  the  gaunt  skeletons  of 
great  ecclesiastical  military  and  civil  buildings, 
having  been  used  as  a  stone  quarry  by  the  builders 
of  Port  Said  and  Alexandria. 

The  most  important  monument  is  of  course  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  Nicholas,  now  a  mosque,  where  the 
Kings  of  Cyprus  were  crowned  Kings  of  Jerusalem, 
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after  the  loss  of  Tyre.  The  building  was  begun  at 
the  very  beginning  of  the  14th  century,  and  was 
finished  by  Bishop  Baldwin  Lambert.  To  the  right 
of  the  square  in  front  of  it,  is  a  loggia  with  a  large 
semi-circular  archway  richly  decorated  and  dating 
from  the  time  of  the  Venetian  occupation,  and  the 
Bishop’s  palace  adjoins  the  cathedral.  The  cathedral 
was  greatly  damaged  by  the  bombardment  of  1571, 
and  never  restored. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  great  square  stand  the 
ruins  of  the  royal  palace,  which  during  the  Venetian 
occupation  became  the  palace  of  the  Proveditore,  or 
military  administrator.  Over  the  entrance  gate  on  a 
marble  shield  are  the  arms  of  Giovanni  Renier, 
Captain  of  Cyprus  in  1552,  and  Lieutenant-General 
in  1557.  It  was  in  this  palace  in  1369  at  the  coro¬ 
nation  banquet  of  the  boy  king  Peter  II,  that  those 
tragic  incidents  took  place  that  led  to  the  long  Genoese 
occupation  of  Famagusta.  At  the  banquet  there 
was  a  dispute  between  the  Venetians  and  Genoese, 
as  to  who  should  have  the  precedence.  John  Prince 
of  Antioch,  and  Constable  of  the  kingdom,  decided 
in  favour  of  the  Venetians.  The  Genoese  furiously 
angry,  determined  to  gain  their  point  by  force, 
and  to  attend  at  the  palace  the  following  day  with 
arms  concealed  under  their  cloaks.  The  Prince 
of  Antioch  being  informed  of  their  intentions,  ordered 
eight  noble  Genoese  then  in  the  hall  of  the  palace. 
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to  be  thrown  out  of  the  windows.  In  consequence 
the  Genoese  government  sent  a  fleet  against  Cyprus, 
with  14,000  troops  on  board,  under  their  admiral 
Peter  Fregosi.  The  island  was  ravaged  from  end  to 
end,  and  Famagusta  seized  and  held  for  nearly  a 
century.  The  kingdom  of  the  Lusignans  never 
recovered  from  this  blow. 

The  fortifications  of  Famagusta  are  of  very  unusual 
interest,  they  date  from  the  i6th  century,  and  are  on 
the  site  of  older  ramparts.  They  were  constructed 
to  the  designs  of  the  engineer  Sanmichele,  who  died 
soon  after  his  arrival  in  Cyprus,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Cathedral  of  St.  Nicholas.  The  two  gates  known 
as  the  Land  Gate  and  the  Water  Gate  are  particularly 
fine,  the  latter  with  its  iron  portcullis  was  built  by 
Nicholas  Priuli  in  1496,  and  has  an  inscription  over 
it  commemorating  the  fact.  The  citadel  at  the  north¬ 
east  corner,  now  known  as  Othello’s  Tower,  is  a 
fine  example  of  the  adaptation  of  a  mediaeval  castle 
to  the  changes  necessitated  by  the  development  of 
artillery.  There  is  nothing  however  to  identify  it 
with  Othello,  who  is  perhaps  the  Christopher  Moro, 
Lieutenant  of  C}q)rus,  who  returned  to  Venice 
without  his  wife  in  1568. 

Amongst  the  many  ruined  churches,  the  Orthodox 
Cathedral  is  remarkable  for  its  frescoes,  which  still 
survive  in  spite  of  their  exposure  to  weather.  But 
for  our  Order  the  most  interesting  churches  in  Fama- 
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gusta  are  naturally  the  twin  churches  of  the  Temple 
and  the  Hospital.  In  1308  the  establishment  of  the 
Templars,  with  their  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Anthony, 
was  handed  over  to  the  Hospitallers.  This  chapel 
is  supposed  to  be  the  larger  of  the  two,  and  has  a 
belfry  on  the  north  wall.  The  chapel  of  the  Hospital¬ 
lers  is  planned  like  a  square  tower,  and  has  a  large 
semi-circular  apse  on  its  east  side.  Over  the  door  on 
the  south  side  is  a  shield  bearing  the  eight-pointed 
Cross  of  the  Order.  On  the  gables  of  this  chapel 
there  can  be  seen  the  sockets  for  carrying  small  flag 
staves,  a  universal  custom  of  the  Famagusta  churches, 
and  a  peculiarity  at  the  present  day  of  the  Orthodox 
and  Maronite  churches  in  the  Levant.  The  walls 
of  the  chapel  still  show  traces  of  painting  in  two 
layers,  the  latter  apparently  of  i6th  century  By2antme 
style. 

Many  of  the  pilgrims  instead  of  going  to  Famagusta 
and  Salamis  motored  through  Nicosia  to  Cyrenia 
on  the  north  coast,  to  visit  its  famous  castle  and  the 
glorious  Premonstratensian  Abbey  of  Bella  Paise, 
and  to  view  the  castle  of  St.  Hilarion  or  Dieu  d’  Amour 
on  the  heights  above.  The  castle  of  Cyrenia,  or 
Cerines  as  it  is  generally  called  in  the  Middle  Ages, 
has  had  a  singularly  romantic  history,  having 
repeatedly  been  the  place  of  refuge  of  the  royal  house 
of  Lusignan,  in  times  of  danger.  It  underwent  a  long 
siege  during  the  War  of  the  Lombards.  In  1374 
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James  de  Lusignan,  Seneschal  of  Cyprus  and  after¬ 
wards  king,  surrendered  it  to  the  Genoese,  after  a 
siege  of  a  year.  In  1426  during  the  Egyptian  invasion 
the  government  took  refuge  there,  and  finally  it  was 
the  last  possession  in  Cyprus  of  the  last  of  the  Lusig- 
nans,  the  beautiful  and  unfortunate  Queen  Charlotte, 
who  in  gratitude  for  the  chivalrous  assistance  rendered 
to  her  by  the  Grand  Master  d’  Aubusson  and  the 
Knights  of  Rhodes  loved  to  call  herself  “  the  daughter 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,”  in  gentle  mockery  of  her 
successful  rival  Catherine  Cornaro,  whom  the  republic 
of  Venice  had  solemnly  adopted  as  “  a  daughter  of 
St.  Marc.” 

The  castle  of  St.  Hilarion  on  the  hill-side  was 
originally  a  Greek  monastery,  and  was  converted 
into  a  fortress  in  1228  by  John  d’  Ibelin,  Lord  of 
Beyrout  and  regent  for  the  boy  king  Henry  I,  during 
his  war  with  the  Emperor  Frederick.  It  stood  more 
than  one  siege  during  the  War  of  the  Lombards,  and 
it  was  here  that  John  Prince  of  Antioch  in  a  fit  of 
madness  murdered  his  faithful  Bulgarian  followers, 
only  himself  to  be  murdered  in  Nicosia  in  1375  in 
the  presence  of  his  sister-in-law.  Queen  Eleanor,  for 
his  complicity  in  the  tragic  death  of  her  husband, 
King  Peter  I,  the  last  of  the  Crusaders.  The  castle 
was  ultimately  dismantled  by  the  Venetian  Francesco 
di  Priuli  in  1489,  to  avoid  the  expense  of  maintaining 
a  garrison.  It  is  frequently  called  the  castle  of  Dieu 
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d’  Amour,  from  the  legend  that  when  St.  Hilarion 
first  came  there,  it  was  haunted  by  the  God  of  Love, 
who  was  driven  away  by  the  presence  of  so  holy  a 
man. 

The  Premonstratensian  Abbey  of  Bella  Paise,  south 
east  of  Cyrenia,  is  the  most  beautiful  and  remarkable 
of  all  the  monuments  of  the  Lusignans.  It  was  built 
by  Archbishop  Thierry  in  1206,  and  in  1228  the  body 
of  King  Hugh  III,  who  had  died  in  the  Holy  Land 
was  brought  here  for  burial.  In  1305  the  Armenian 
Prince  Haithon  became  a  friar  at  Bella  Paise,  where  he 
wrote  his  History  of  the  Tartars,  and  in  1309  Guy 
dTbelin,  son  of  the  Seneschal  of  Cyprus,  was  buried 
here.  Little  is  known  of  the  history  of  this  abbey, 
although  so  great  and  wealthy  and  famous  in  the 
Middle  Ages,  but  it  had  long  sunk  into  a  state  of  hope¬ 
less  decay  when  the  Turks  conquered  the  island. 
The  Abbot  of  Bella  Paise  was  a  mitred  abbot,  and  had 
the  proud  privilege  when  he  rode  abroad,  of  wearing 
a  gilded  sword  and  spurs,  like  the  lay  feudatories 
of  the  crown,  in  spite  of  his  sacred  office. 

By  the  evening  the  pilgrims  had  returned  from 
Famagusta  and  Cyrenia,  and  at  midnight  the  “  Asia  ” 
weighed  anchor  and  left  Larnaca  for  Rhodes. 
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March  2oth. — At  sea,  weather  very  calm  and  warm, 
but  somewhat  cloudy.  At  5.30  p.m.  Mr.  Pirie- 
Gordon  gave  a  lecture  to  the  passengers  in  the  dining- 
saloon  on  the  “  Occupation  of  Rhodes  by  the  Order 
of  St.  John.’’ 

March  21st. — During  the  night  the  glass  had  fallen 
rapidly,  and  the  weather  became  threatening.  At 
5  o’clock  in  the  morning  arrived  off  Rhodes  in  the 
teeth  of  a  south-westerly  gale,  and  hove  to  for  some 
time  in  the  hope  of  a  change  in  the  weather.  It 
became  obvious  that  a  landing  would  be  impossible, 
and  the  “  Asia  ”  finally  steamed  round  for  shelter 
to  the  Bay  of  Trianda,  where  the  Turkish  armies 
landed  for  the  siege  of  Rhodes.  Here  under  the  lee 
of  St.  Stephen’s  Hill  and  Mount  Philermo,  the  vessel 
lay  all  day,  the  gale  gettmg  steadily  worse  as  the  day 
drew  on.  At  1 1  o’clock  Cavaliere  Aquilino  Montag- 
naro.  Chief  of  the  Naval  Administration  of  the 
iEgean,  managed  with  great  difficulty  and  not  without 
considerable  danger  to  come  on  board  with  a  message 
of  welcome  from  His  Excellency  Signor  Mario  Lago, 
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Governor  of  the  ^gean  Islands,  and  with  the  pro¬ 
gramme  for  the  reception  of  our  Order.  Towards 
evening  the  gale  showed  signs  of  abating,  and  by 
9  o’clock  it  seemed  probable  that  a  landing  might 
be  possible  the  following  day.  Being  Sunday, 
morning  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  N.  A. 
Marshall,  in  the  dining-saloon  at  10  o’clock,  and 
evensong  in  the  music-room  at  6.20.  Mr.  Pirie- 
Gordon  delivered  a  lecture  at  5  o’clock  in  the  dining- 
saloon  on  the  “  Life  of  the  Crusaders  in  the  Holy 
Land.” 

March  22nd. — During  the  night  the  gale  abated, 
and  by  the  early  morning  the  sea  had  become  calm 
again,  quite  unexpectedly,  since  as  a  rule  these  south¬ 
westerly  gales  last  at  least  three  days,  during  which 
period  it  is  impossible  to  land  at  Rhodes.  Accord¬ 
ingly  the  “  Asia  ”  steamed  round  St.  Stephen’s  point, 
and  dropped  anchor  off  Fort  St.  Nicholas  at  7.30 
a.m.  At  8  o’clock  Signor  George  Ghigi,  Secretary- 
General  of  the  ^Egean  Islands,  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant-Commander  Carlo  Angelis,  Naval  Aide- 
de-Camp  to  the  Governor  came  on  board,  and  were 
received  at  the  gangway  by  the  Sub-Prior  and  Execu¬ 
tive  Officers,  who  were  wearing  full-dress  uniform. 
The  Sub-Prior  and  Executive  Officers  then  went 
ashore  in  the  Governor’s  launch,  and  were  received 
on  the  quay  by  His  Excellency  in  person,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Mayor  of  Rhodes  and  the  senior  officers 
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of  the  garrison.  Whilst  the  Sub-Prior  motored 
to  the  Residency  to  pay  an  official  visit  to  the 
Govenor  the  Executive  Officers  proceeded  to  the 
Auberge  of  England,  where  they  were  joined  by 
the  other  members  of  the  Order.  During  the 
interval  that  followed,  the  pilgrims  inspected  this 
ancient  home  of  the  English  knights,  where  so 
many  of  their  countrymen  had  spent  their  lives  in 
the  service  of  the  Order.  It  is  small  in  sixe,  because 
the  establishment  of  English  Knights  at  Rhodes 
never  exceeded  twenty-eight,  but  it  appears  smaller 
than  is  really  the  case,  since  a  part  of  the  original 
building  is  still  occupied  by  shops.  The  splendid 
work  for  the  Order  that  Lt.-Col.  Gabriel  has  done  in 
acquiring  possession  of  the  Auberge,  and  in  restoring 
and  equipping  it  so  beautifully,  was  deeply  appreciated 
by  all  who  saw  it. 

Since  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  two  of 
his  staff  had  recently  been  elected  Honorary  Members 
of  our  Order,  with  the  sanction  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  our  Sovereign  Head,  and  with  the  approval 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy,  it  had  been  arranged 
that  the  formal  investiture  should  take  place  in  the 
Hospital  of  the  Knights  at  10  o’clock.  Accordingly 
just  before  the  appointed  hour  the  members  of  the 
Nursing  Divisions  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
passed  in  procession  from  the  Auberge  to  the  Hospital. 
They  were  followed  almost  at  once  by  the  Knights 
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of  the  Order,  who  were  wearing  levee  dress  under 
their  mantles.  First  went  the  Standard,  then  came 
the  Knights  of  Grace  two  and  two,  the  juniors  leading, 
the  Knights  of  Justice  were  preceded  by  the  Sword 
and  the  Cross,  and  the  Sub-Prior  was  followed  by 
the  Secretary-General  bearing  the  scroll,  and  the 
Secretary  bearing  on  a  velvet  cushion,  the  decorations 
about  to  be  conferred.  The  short  route  along  which 
the  procession  passed  was  lined  by  the  Carabinieri. 

Mountmg  the  grand  staircase  to  the  great  hall  of 
the  Hospital  the  Sub-Prior  was  received  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  in  the  apse,  which  had  once 
been  the  chapel.  The  centre  of  the  apse  was  draped 
with  the  Standard  of  the  Order,  to  its  right  hung  the 
Standard  of  the  Venerable  Tongue  of  Italy,  black  with 
the  word  Italia  ”  blazoned  across  it,  and  to  its  left 
the  ancient  Standard  of  the  Venerable  Tongue  of 
England,  red  with  its  three  golden  lions.  The 
members  of  Chapter-General  and  the  other  Knights 
of  the  Order  stood  in  two  lines  extending  across  the 
hall,  and  behind  them  were  grouped  on  each  side  the 
officials  of  Rhodes,  civil  and  military,  and  their  wives, 
the  Corps  Consulaire  and  the  leading  residents  of  the 
island.  Special  seats  had  been  reserved  for  the  Ladies 
of  the  Order.  The  whole  scene  was  singularly 
impressive  and  dignified,  the  lines  of  Knights  in  their 
black  mantles,  the  gorgeous  uniforms  and  beautiful 
dresses,  blending  so  harmoniously  with  the  noble 
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background  furnished  by  the  ancient  hall  of  the 
Hospital.  There  can  have  been  few  present  who  were 
not  deeply  moved  by  the  privilege  of  taking  part  in  an 
investiture  of  our  English  Order  in  the  very  hall  at 
Rhodes,  in  which  the  English  Knights  of  a  past  age 
had  fulfilled  that  part  of  their  vows,  which  related 
to  the  poor  and  the  suffering.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  imagine  a  more  beautiful  and  impressive  scene, 
set  in  more  appropriate  surroundings. 

The  ceremony  of  investiture  was  opened  by  the 
Secretary-General,  who  announced  the  reasons  for 
convening  a  Chapter-General  at  Rhodes  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms  : — 

“  This  special  Chapter  of  our  Order  is  expressly 
constituted  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  as 
Honorary  Members,  with  the  sanction  of  His 
Majesty  the  King  our  Sovereign  Head,  and  with 
the  approval  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy,  the 
following  : — 

“  His  Excellency  Signor  Mario  Lago,  Knight 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Order  of  the  Crown  of 
Italy,  Commander  of  the  Order  of  St.  Maurice 
and  St.  Lazarus,  Governor  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  ^Egean  Islands. 

“  Signor  Giorgio  Ghigi,  Grand  Officer  of  the 
Order  of  the  Crown  of  Italy. 

“  Signor  Alfredo  Biliotti,  Commander  of  the 
Order  of  the  Crown  of  Italy.” 
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The  ceremony  of  investiture  then  followed,  the 
Sub-Prior  reading  the  usual  prayers.  The  actual 
ceremonial  was  the  same  as  that  always  used  in 
Chapter-General  at  Clerkenwell,  with  two  excep¬ 
tions.  The  prayer  for  the  King  and  all  Christian 
Kings,  Princes  and  Governors,  was  modified  to 
read  as  follows  : — 

“  Let  us  pray  God,  through  Jesus  Christ  Our 
Lord,  that  He  would  bless  and  preserve  all  Christian 
Kings,  Princes  and  Governors,  and  especially 
our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George,  the  Sovereign 
Head  and  Patron  of  our  Order,  and  His  Majesty 
Victor  Emmanuel,  King  of  Italy  and  Sovereign 
of  this  Island,  and  His  Most  Eminent  Highness  the 
Grand  Master  and  Brethren  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  throughout  the  world.” 

In  reading  the  exhortation  prior  to  the  actual 
investiture,  the  Sub-Prior  omitted  the  first  paragraph, 
substituting  the  following  words  : — 

“  I  am  specially  charged  by  the  Grand  Prior 
to  convey  to  Y our  Excellency,  His  Royal  Highness’ 
cordial  greetings,  and  to  w'elcome  in  Chapter- 
General  here  assembled  the  newly  appointed 
Honorary  Members  and  Associate  of  the  Grand 
Priory  of  the  Order  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem  in  England.” 
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The  Sub-Prior  then  invested  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  with  the  insignia  of  a  Knight  of  Grace, 
the  Secretary  placing  the  mantle  of  the  Order  on  his 
shoulders.  Signor  George  Ghigi  was  invested  with 
the  insignia  of  an  Esquire,  and  Signor  Biliotti,  Mayor 
of  Rhodes,  with  that  of  an  Honorary  Associate.  After 
reading  the  closing  prayers,  the  Sub-Prior  presented 
the  hilt  of  the  State  Sword  to  His  Excellency  as  a 
token  of  the  Order’s  recognition  of  his  authority 
over  the  island.  His  Excellency  after  touching  the 
hilt  of  the  Sword,  returned  it  to  the  Sub-Prior.  On 
the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony,  the  Knights  returned 
in  procession  to  the  Auberge  of  England,  the  Governor 
walking  on  the  right  of  the  Sub-Prior.  At  the 
entrance  to  the  Auberge,  His  Excellency  was  divested 
of  his  mantle,  and  entering  his  car  drove  to  the 
Residency,  the  Sub-Prior  and  members  of  the  Order 
going  back  to  the  “  Asia  ”  to  change  their  uniforms 
for  civilian  dress. 

On  their  return  to  the  Hospital  of  the  Knights, 
His  Excellency  in  person  conducted  the  pilgrims  round 
the  buildings,  and  the  beautiful  Museum  which  has 
been  established  in  them.  This  hospital  was  built 
by  the  Grand  Master  Jolin  de  Lastic  in  the  first 
half  of  the  15  th  century,  to  replace  an  older  hospital. 
Under  the  Turks  it  had  fallen  into  a  deplorable  con¬ 
dition,  but  it  has  now  been  restored  by  the  Italians 
in  a  manner  beyond  all  praise,  as  indeed  is  all  their 
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work  at  Rhodes.  It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that 
the  beautiful  gates  with  their  glorious  carving  are 
no  longer  in  their  proper  place,  having  been  taken 
to  Paris  in  1836,  and  being  now  at  Versailles  in  the 
Salle  des  Croisades.  The  Museum  is  perfectly  classified 
and  arranged,  and  is  particularly  strong  in  prehistoric 
and  classical  remains.  Amongst  the  mediaeval  objects, 
the  pilgrims  were  shown  the  memorial  slab  of  the 
English  knight,  Thomas  Newport,  which  in  1898 
when  Baron  de  Belabre  was  writing  his  work  on 
Rhodes,  lay  lengthwise  high  up  in  the  wall  of  the 
Tower  of  Spain.  Thomas  Newport  was  received 
into  the  Order  some  time  after  the  siege  of  1480. 
When  the  Turcopolier  Jolin  Kendal  was  appointed 
Grand  Prior  of  England  in  1489,  he  succeeded  him  as 
Commander  of  Newland  Ossington  and  Winkbourne. 
On  the  death  of  the  Turcopolier  John  Boswell  in 
1494,  he  succeeded  him  as  Commander  of  Temple- 
bruer,  and  was  present  at  the  Chapter-General  held 
at  Rhodes  in  that  year.  He  died  at  Rhodes  in  1502, 
the  memorial  slab,  which  is  unfortunately  cracked 
from  top  to  bottom,  reading  as  follows : — HIC 
JACET  .  F  .  THOMAS  .  NEWPORT  .  PODATUS  . 
AGUE  .  MILES  .  C  .  OBIIT  .  1502  .  XXII  .  DIE  . 
MESIS  .  SEPTEMBRIS  .  CUJUS  .  ANIMA  . 
REQUIESCAT  .  IN  .  PACE  .  AMEN  .1502.  This 
knight  must  not  be  confused  with  the  more  famous 
Thomas  Newport,  Bailiff  of  Egle,  who  was  drowned 
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at  sea  in  1522,  when  on  his  way  with  an  English 
contingent  to  the  relief  of  Rhodes. 

The  inspection  of  the  Hospital  and  Museum  was 
followed  by  a  drive  round  the  town.  Proceeding 
up  the  world  famous  Street  of  the  Knights,  the 
pilgrims  were  shown  first  the  Auberge  of  France, 
then  the  ruined  house  of  the  Conventual  Chaplains, 
which  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Italians  to  restore, 
and  after  that  the  Auberge  of  Spain  with  the  Auberge 
of  Provence  opposite.  Passing  the  Grand  Master’s 
Palace,  which  was  so  badly  damaged  by  the  explosion 
in  the  church,  and  is  now  a  prison,  the  site  of  the 
church  itself  w'as  shown.  Whilst  the  Campanile 
was  almost  destroyed  by  the  Turkish  guns  in  1522, 
the  Conventual  Church  itself  was  practically  intact 
until  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  But  a  store 
of  gun-powder  hidden  beneath  it  during  the  last  siege 
and  forgotten,  was  accidentally  ignited  by  lightning 
in  1853,  the  subsequent  explosion  completely 
shattered  the  building.  It  is  apparently  the  intention 
of  the  Italians  ultimately  to  restore  the  Palace,  but 
instead  of  attempting  to  restore  the  Church,  they  are 
now  building  an  exact  replica  outside  the  walls 
opposite  to  Fort  St.  Nicholas. 

Passing  down  the  Street  of  the  Bazaars,  where 
flags  and  bunting  were  hanging  from  every  house 
and  shop  in  honour  of  the  visit  of  our  Order,  the 
beautiful  Tribunal  de  Commerce  was  reached.  In 
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the  square  in  front,  sometimes  called  St.  Sebastian’s 
Square,  many  great  events  in  the  history  of  our 
Order  have  taken  place.  It  was  here  that  the  Grand 
Master  d’  Aubusson  in  1482  received  in  state  the 
Sultan  Djem,  who  had  fled  to  Rhodes  for  refuge 
from  his  brother  and  successful  rival  the  Sultan 
Bayazed  II.  It  was  here  too  that  the  famous  relic, 
the  right-hand  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  presented  to 
the  Grand  Master  d’  Aubusson  by  Bayazed  II  in 
1484,  was  exposed  to  the  people  on  a  temporary  altar 
on  the  day  of  its  arrival,  whilst  the  Prior  of  the  Con¬ 
ventual  Church  related  to  them  the  story  of  its  origin. 
The  Tribunal  de  Commerce  dates  from  the  first 
years  of  the  i6th  century,  and  is  considered  the  most 
beautiful  house  in  Rhodes;  it  has  been  restored  with 
the  same  loving  care  and  painstaking  attention  to 
every  detail  that  distinguishes  all  the  Italian  work. 
Here  refreshments  had  been  prepared  for  the  pilgrims, 
and  they  were  regaled  with  a  liqueur  of  local  manufac¬ 
ture,  known  as  “  Ataviro  ”  from  a  neighbouring 
mountain,  and  described  by  its  proud  inventor  as 
the  Elixir  of  the  Knights.  Whilst  the  remainder  of 
the  party  continued  their  drive  round  the  town,  the 
Sub-Prior  and  Executive  Officers  were  taken  on  foot 
by  the  Governor  along  the  edge  of  the  harbour, 
outside  the  Post  of  Castile,  the  sector  of  the  walls 
for  the  defence  of  which  the  knights  of  that  nation 
were  responsible.  Passing  the  Marine  Gate,  so  often 
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but  wrongly  called  St.  Catherine’s  Gate,  they  returned 
by  the  Garden  of  Auvergne  to  the  Old  Hospital, 
where  His  Excellency  was  entertaining  the  pilgrims 
to  lunch. 

This  Old  Hospital  in  the  great  hall  of  which  the 
luncheon  was  given,  was  the  original  hospital  built 
at  the  beginning  of  the  14th  century,  when  our  Order 
first  settled  in  Rhodes.  It  was  afterwards  replaced 
a  century  later  by  the  far  larger  and  finer  Hospital 
of  the  Grand  Master  John  de  Lastic.  It  was  in  a 
state  of  such  complete  ruin  that  the  Italians  have  not 
so  much  restored  it  as  rebuilt  it,  but  they  have  done 
their  work  so  ably  and  perfectly  that  it  can  extort 
nothing  but  admiration.  The  building  is  destined 
to  be  the  Town  Hall  of  Rhodes.  Before  luncheon 
was  served,  at  which  150  people  were  present,  the 
English  and  Italian  National  Andaems  were  played 
by  the  band  of  the  9th  The  Queen’s  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  which  afterwards  rendered  an  excellent 
programme.  At  the  conclusion  of  luncheon  the 
two  National  Anthems  were  again  played,  foUo’wed 
by  “  Giovinezza  ”  the  song  of  the  Fascist!,  and  the 
whole  party  was  afterwards  photographed  in  the 
open  space  in  front  of  the  buildings.  After  viewing 
the  Auberge  and  Garden  of  Auvergne,  the  pilgrims 
walked  to  the  Italian  Club,  where  a  convoy  of  motors 
was  waiting  for  them. 

The  afternoon  began  with  a  drive  round  the  outside 
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of  the  walls,  along  the  Post  of  France  to  the  Amboise 
Gate,  where  the  left  flank  of  the  French  knights  rested. 
Then  came  the  Post  of  Germany  up  to  St.  George’s 
Bastion,  the  possession  of  which  the  German  knights 
so  hotly  disputed  with  those  of  Auvergne,  that  at 
one  time  the  Grand  Master  L’Isle  Adam  was  actually 
compelled  to  forbid  the  flag  of  either  nation  to  fly 
there,  substituting  his  own.  Passing  the  Post  of 
Auvergne,  the  Tower  of  Spain,  and  the  Post  of 
Aragon,  with  its  raveline  inserted  in  the  ditch  by 
the  Italian  engineer  Basilio  della  Scala,  and  which 
afterwards  proved  such  a  source  of  weakness,  St. 
Mary’s  Tower  and  the  Post  of  England  were  reached. 
Driving  to  the  Cosquino  Gate  in  St.  John’s  Tower, 
which  was  the  Bastion  of  Provence,  the  whole  party 
descended  from  their  cars  and  after  inspecting  the 
gateway,  where  the  final  surrender  of  Rhodes  took 
place,  walked  along  the  top  of  the  Post  of  England, 
so  gallantly  defended  by  William  Weston,  Commander 
of  Baddesley  and  Mayne,  and  afterwards  Grand  Prior 
of  England.  The  whole  front  was  covered  by  an 
advanced  work  inserted  in  the  ditch,  similar  to  that 
covering  the  Post  of  Aragon,  and  presenting  the  same 
combination  of  strength  and  wealcness.  Its  weakness 
lying  in  the  fact  that  if  once  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
it  presented  no  facilities  for  counter-attack.  It  was 
no  doubt  whilst  defending  the  Post  of  England  in 
the  siege  of  1480  that  Marmaduke  Lumley,  of  the 
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family  of  our  present  Sub-Prior,  was  so  badly  wounded. 
He  was  at  that  time  Commander  of  Templecombe, 
and  two  years  later  was  appointed  Grand  Prior  of 
Ireland,  in  succession  to  James  Keating,  who  was 
deprived  of  his  office  by  the  Grand  Master  d’  Aubusson 
for  mal-administration  and  disobedience.  Marma- 
duke  Lumley  died  in  1494. 

Returning  to  the  Cosquino  Gate,  the  pilgrims 
re-entered  their  cars,  and  drove  to  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  School  of  Rhetoric,  where  Cicero  and  Julius 
Caesar  and  the  Emperor  Tiberius  had  studied.  Here 
they  drank  of  the  waters  of  eloquence,  and  were 
afterwards  informed  that  whoever  drinks  of  them 
must  inevitably  some  day  return  to  Rhodes,  a  fate 
to  which  no  one  would  be  likely  to  object.  The 
drive  then  continued  along  the  walls  past  the  Post 
of  Provence,  the  Bastion  of  Carretto  and  the  Post  of 
Italy,  the  scene  of  such  desperate  fighting  during  both 
the  great  sieges.  Close  by  is  the  Hospice  of  the 
Sovereign  Order  for  destitute  Armenian  orphans. 
The  children  were  seen  at  play,  and  a  healthier  and 
happier  looking  collection  of  children  it  would  be 
difficult  to  imagine.  It  was  obvious  to  all  what 
splendid  work  is  being  done  at  Rhodes  in  the  service 
of  the  poor  and  suffering  by  the  Venerable  Sovereign 
Order  of  Malta,  from  which  we  so  proudly  claim 
descent,  and  from  which  unhappily  we  are  so  com¬ 
pletely  divided. 
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Continuing  the  drive  along  the  sea-front  or  Post 
of  Castile  and  Portugal,  a  visit  was  next  paid  to  the 
newly  built  Church  of  St.  Jolin  opposite  Fort  St. 
Nicholas.  This  church  is  an  exact  replica  of  the  old 
Conventual  Church  of  our  Order,  and  is  now  almost 
complete.  On  its  south  side  is  a  semi-circular 
cloister  of  eighteen  bays,  upon  which  will  be  placed 
nineteen  marble  sarcophagi  commemorating  the 
nineteen  Grand  Masters  of  Rhodes.  In  the  middle 
of  the  line  of  the  cloister  will  stand  the  Campanile, 
a  model  of  the  great  Clock-Tower  brought  down  by 
the  Turkish  guns  at  the  beginning  of  the  siege  of 
1 5  22.  No  words  can  be  found  to  describe  the  beauty, 
the  harmony  and  perfect  taste  of  the  work  of  restora¬ 
tion  now  being  done  by  the  Italians  at  Rhodes.  It 
is  a  model  of  what  such  work  should  be,  and  the  pride, 
enthusiasm  and  loving  care  shown  by  the  Italians 
for  this  beautiful  city,  must  leave  every  member  of 
our  Order  thankful  to  think  that  Rhodes  should 
have  fallen  into  the  possession  of  a  nation,  so  able  to 
appreciate  its  responsibilities  towards  civilixation. 

After  driving  round  the  new  town,  the  pilgrims 

were  conducted  to  St.  Mary’s  Tower,  the  Bastion  of 

England,  so  stoutly  defended  by  Nicholas  Hussey. 

It  was  here  on  September  19th,  1522,  that  the  Tur- 

copolier  John  Buck,  and  so  many  of  the  English 

knights  fell  gloriously,  surrounded  by  a  heap  of  the 

Turkish  dead,  after  hurling  the  enemy  from  the 

a 
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Bastion  in  a  desperate  counter-attack.  Descending 
from  their  cars  the  pilgrims  passed  through  St. 
Athanasius’  Gate,  and  were  shown  the  ruined  English 
chapel  at  the  entrance  to  the  Bastion.  This  must 
be  the  chapel  in  which  the  Grand  Master  L’Isle  Adam 
was  hearing  Mass  on  September  4th,  when  the  Turks 
exploded  a  mine  under  the  Bastion  of  England, 
bringing  down  twelve  yards  of  the  ramparts,  and  the 
Grand  Master  led  the  counter-attack,  which  drove 
them  back.  From  the  chapel  the  pilgrims  were 
conducted  to  the  Chukus  Mejid  Mosque,  formerly 
in  all  probability  the  Church  of  St.  Bernardin 
belonging  to  the  Franciscans,  in  which  lies  buried 
Bernard  of  Cos,  Bishop  of  Rhodes.  The  Athanasius 
Gate  in  the  Bastion  of  England  is  the  gateway  through 
which  the  Sultan  Suleiman  the  Magnificent  entered 
Rhodes  on  Christmas  Day,  1522,  to  receive  the  sur¬ 
render  of  the  Knights.  It  was  afterwards  walled  up 
in  order  that  no  one  else  might  pass  through,  and  was 
recently  re-opened  by  the  Italians,  as  an  outward 
sign  that  the  days  of  Turkish  rule  are  ended  forever. 

The  pilgrims  then  returned  to  the  Amboise  Gate, 
called  after  the  Grand  Master  of  that  name,  and 
forming  part  of  the  Bastion  of  Germany,  defended 
in  the  last  siege  by  Christopher  von  Waldner,  who 
fell  so  gallantly  on  September  19th  side  by  side  with 
Turcopolier  John  Buck.  The  gateway  was 
inspected  with  its  triple  line  of  defence  and  triple 
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ditch,  and  also  the  Cannon  Gate,  by  which  the  Grand 
Master  was  able  to  pass  direct  from  his  Palace  to  the 
ramparts.  After  making  a  further  tour  of  the  town, 
the  pilgrims  drove  to  the  Villa  of  the  Residency, 
where  Their  Excellencies  the  Governor  and  Donna 
Ottavia  Lago  were  holding  a  reception  in  honour 
of  the  Order. 

In  the  evening  Their  Excellencies  dined  with  the 
Sub-Prior  and  members  of  the  Order  on  board  the 
“  Asia,”  the  other  guests  being.  Signor  George 
Ghigi,  Secretary-General  of  the  iEgean  Islands ; 
Signor  Alfred  Bihotti,  Mayor  of  Rhodes ;  Colonel 
Sciochetti,  Commanding  the  9th  The  Queen’s 
Regiment  of  Infantry ;  Captain  Bombardini,  Royal 
Italian  Navy ;  Signor  Benetti,  Principal  Private 
Secretary ;  and  Doctor  Jacopich,  Director  of  Anti¬ 
quities.  After  dinner  the  Sub-Prior  proposed  the 
healths  of  Their  Majesties  the  Kings  of  Italy  and 
Great  Britain.  After  the  healths  of  the  two  sovereigns 
had  been  drunk,  the  Sub-Prior  in  a  short  speech 
expressed  to  His  Excellency  how  deeply  the  Order 
appreciated  the  kindly  welcome  and  generous  hospi¬ 
tality  that  had  been  extended  towards  them  by  the 
Italian  Government.  Their  visit  to  Rhodes  had 
been  of  singular  interest  to  their  Order,  since  so  many 
of  its  members  belonged  to  the  families  whose  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  the  past  had  shed  their  blood  in  defence 
of  that  city,  on  whose  walls  and  monuments  they  had 
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that  day  seen  the  armorial  bearings  of  their  families 
displayed.  The  kindly  invitation  extended  to  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  their  Order  four  years  ago,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  fourth  centenary  of  the  last  siege  of 
Rhodes,  was  still  fresh  in  their  memories,  although 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  Levant  had  ultimately 
prevented  their  attendance,  and  it  was  therefore  doubly 
a  pleasure  that  day  to  have  been  the  guests  of  His 
Excellency.  In  conclusion  he  desired  to  express 
how  much  they  had  appreciated  the  assistance  given 
by  the  Italian  authorities  to  Lt.-Col.  Gabriel  in  his 
work  of  restoring  the  Auberge  of  England,  the  ancient 
home  of  the  English  Knights,  and  once  more  expressed 
to  their  Excellencies  their  deep  appreciation  of  the 
welcome  that  they  had  received,  which  would  never 
be  forgotten  by  their  Order. 

In  responding  His  Excellency  referred  to  the  close 
ties  of  friendship  that  had  so  long  existed  between 
the  British  and  Italian  peoples.  In  a  past  age  the 
knights  of  their  two  countries  had  shed  their  blood 
side  by  side  in  the  defence  of  Rhodes,  and  once  more 
in  recent  years  those  earlier  ties  had  been  cemented 
upon  the  field  of  battle.  The  ancient  city  of  Rhodes, 
with  its  glorious  monuments  of  the  past,  was  a  sacred 
trust,  and  no  visitors  could  ever  be  more  welcome 
that  the  modern  representatives  of  the  Venerable 
Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  who  knew  so  well 
how  to  appreciate  their  beautiful  city.  Before  His 
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Excellency  returned  ashore,  the  Sub-Prior  asked  him 
to  accept  for  the  Museum  photographs  of  the  two 
most  revered  relics  of  the  Order,  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Grand  Priory  of  Russia,  the  Icon  of  Notre 
Dame  de  Philermo,  which  the  Order  brought  with  it 
from  Acre,  and  the  right  hand  of  St.  John  the  Baptist 
as  it  was  in  its  reliquary  in  1754. 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  Their  Excellencies 
the  “  Asia  ”  weighed  anchor  and  put  to  sea,  the 
Sub-Prior  first  despatching  the  following  telegram 
to  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy  : — 

“  The  members  of  the  Grand  Priory  of  the  Order 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in  England  visiting  the 
scenes  of  the  ancient  activities  of  the  Order  humbly 
offer  their  salutations  to  His  Majesty  and  desire 
to  express  their  high  appreciation  of  the  generous 
hospitality  and  welcome  of  the  Governor  and 
inhabitants  of  Rhodes.” 

(Signed),  Scarbrough,  Sub-Prior. 


CHAPTER  VII 


MALTA 

March  23RD. — At  sea.  It  had  been  hoped  after 
leaving  Rhodes  to  visit  Budnim  and  Patmos,  both 
of  which  have  close  associations  for  our  Order. 
But  the  delay  in  the  Bay  of  Trianda  on  the  21st  had 
rendered  this  impossible.  Budrum,  which  occupies 
the  site  of  the  ancient  Halicarnassus,  was  seHed  by 
the  Grand  Master  Philibert  de  Naillac  in  1403,  as 
compensation  for  the  capture  of  Smyrna  by  Tamerlane. 
He  there  built  the  magnificent  castle  of  St.  Peter, 
probably  the  most  powerful  fortress  in  the  Levant. 
It  remained  in  the  possession  of  our  Order  until 
1523,  when  it  was  surrendered  to  the  Turks,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  terms  arranged  for  the  capitulation 
of  Rhodes.  Its  particular  interest  for  our  English 
Order  lies  in  the  English  Tower,  an  important  part 
of  the  fortifications,  built  with  money  furnished  by 
King  Henry  IV  and  twenty-five  of  his  leading  nobles, 
whose  armorial  bearings  are  carved  in  marble  over 
the  doorway.  Patmos  came  into  the  possession  of 
our  Order,  when  Rhodes  was  conquered,  it  was  ceded 
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to  the  Turks  in  1 3  8  3 ,  as  a  ransom  for  the  Grand  Master 
Heredia,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  in  Greece. 

Stampalia  the  last  of  the  Italian  Dodecanese  was 
passed  about  6  o’clock  in  the  morning.  A  series 
of  rocky  islets  followed,  and  by  10.30  a.m.  the  Asia  ” 
was  off  Santorin,  the  ancient  Thera,  a  mountainous 
and  highly  fertile  island,  of  obviously  volcanic  origin. 
Almost  every  hill  appeared  to  be  crowned  with  a 
castle  or  town.  On  an  islet  in  the  crescent-shaped 
bay,  which  nearly  splits  the  island  in  half,  there  is  a 
volcano  still  active,  and  as  we  passed  it  threw  up  great 
jets  of  smoke  and  steam  every  few  minutes.  In  the 
Middle  Ages  Santorin  formed  part  of  the  island 
Duchy  of  Naxos,  but  it  is  best  known  to  history  under 
its  ancient  name  of  Thera,  as  the  founder  of  its 
famous  colony  of  Gyrene  in  northern  Africa. 

At  midnight  watches  were  put  back  one  hour  to 
Central  European  time. 

March  24th. — At  sea,  and  out  of  sight  of  land,  the 
“  Asia  ”  having  passed  between  Cape  Malea  and  the 
island  of  Cythera  during  the  night.  It  was  on  reaching 
this  island  in  1523,  after  the  evacuation  of  Rhodes, 
that  the  Grand  Master  L’Isle  Adam  divided  his  fleet 
into  two  parts,  sending  the  sailing  vessels  under  the 
Turcopolier  William  Weston  direct  to  Messina, 
whilst  he  with  the  galleys  followed  the  coast-line 
owing  to  the  heavy  weather.  Cythera  was  in  the 
following  year  suggested  to  him  by  the  Archbishop 
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of  Corfu  as  suitable  for  the  future  residence  of  the 
Convent,  but  he  rejected  the  idea  because  the  island 
belonged  to  Venice,  and  the  independence  of  the 
Order  would  have  been  gravely  compromised. 

The  day  opened  bright  and  sunny  with  a  calm  sea, 
but  towards  midday  the  wind  sprang  up,  and  a 
heavy  swell  developed,  which  became  steadily  worse 
as  the  day  drew  on.  The  most  unpleasant  day  of 
the  voyage. 

March  23  th. — When  morning  broke  the  sea  was 
calm  again,  and  the  “  Asia  ”  entered  the  Grand 
Harbour  of  Malta  in  the  midst  of  glorious  sunshine. 
By  8  o’clock  she  had  dropped  anchor  off  Fort  St. 
Angelo,  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  under  Admiral  Sir 
Roger  Keyes  arriving  at  almost  the  same  time.  No 
sooner  had  the  “  Asia  ”  dropped  anchor,  than  the 
Governor’s  launch  came  alongside  with  Lieut. 
Appleton,  Assistant  Military  Secretary  and  His 
Excellency’s  two  Aides-de-Camp,  Major  Micallef 
and  Lieut.  Congreve,  to  welcome  the  Sub-Prior  and 
members  of  the  Order  in  the  name  of  the  Governor. 
At  the  same  time  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Marines, 
the  officer  of  the  Guard,  came  on  board  to  demand  an 
account  of  the  voyage  on  behalf  of  the  Naval  authori¬ 
ties.  There  were  also  on  board  the  launch  Major 
Balbi,  Captain  W.  R.  Gatt,  Captain  A.  J.  Gatt,  Mr. 
E.  C.  Dingli  and  Dr.  Laferla,  and  they  brought  with 
them  bouquets  of  flowers  for  the  Ladies  of  Justice, 
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and  of  Grace,  from  Dr.  Mifsud  the  Head  of  the 
Ministry,  a  delicate  attention  that  was  gready 
appreciated. 

Soon  after  8.30  the  Sub-Prior  and  the  Executive 
Officers  went  ashore  on  the  Governor’s  launch,  and 
proceeded  to  the  Grand  Master’s  Palace,  now  the 
Governor’s  residence,  to  pay  their  respects  to  His 
Excellency  on  behalf  of  the  Order.  They  then 
inspected  the  State  Rooms  and  Armoury  with  their 
interesting  collection  of  portraits,  of  which  Favray’s 
well-known  pictures  of  the  Grand  Masters  L’Isle 
Adam  and  La  Vallette  are  the  most  remarkable. 
After  leaving  the  Grand  Master’s  Palace,  the  Sub- 
Prior  and  Executive  Officers  called  upon  Dr.  U.  P. 
Mifsud,  the  Head  of  the  Ministry,  at  his  official 
residence  the  beautiful  Auberge  of  Aragon,  where 
they  received  a  most  cordial  welcome.  As  a  memento 
of  the  visit  of  the  Order,  Dr.  Mifsud  requested  the 
Sub-Prior  to  accept  on  behalf  of  its  senior  members 
copies  of  Weston’s  Camera  Pictures  of  Malta.  Mean¬ 
while  the  rest  of  the  members  of  the  Order,  with 
their  friends,  were  inspecting  the  Grand  Master’s 
Palace.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  Auberge  of 
Aragon,  and  after  being  shown  the  more  interesting 
apartments  and  pictures,  were  entertained  to  light 
refreshments  by  the  Head  of  the  Ministry. 

From  the  Auberge  of  Aragon  the  pilgrims  went 
to  the  Public  Library,  being  shown  en  route  the  Auberge 
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of  Auvergne  now  the  Law  Courts,  and  the  Auberge 
of  Provence,  now  the  Union  Club.  They  were  con¬ 
ducted  over  the  Public  Library  by  Mr.  Scicluna,  the 
Librarian  and  an  Honorary  Associate  of  our  Order, 
who  explained  personally  the  more  interesting  and 
valuable  of  the  exhibits.  For  the  members  of  our 
English  Order  undoubtedly  the  most  interesting  of 
all  was  “  The  Book  of  Assemblies  ”  or  Minute  Book 
of  the  Venerable  Tongue  of  England,  begun  in  1523 
by  the  Turcopolier  William  Weston,  afterwards 
Grand  Prior  of  England,  and  written  in  his  own 
hand-writing.  Photographic  facsimiles  of  this  book 
have  recently  been  made  for  the  Library  of  the 
Order  at  St.  John’s  Gate.  Walking  from  the  Public 
Library  to  Upper  Barracca  to  enjoy  a  general  view  of 
the  Grand  Harbour,  the  pilgrims  passed  the  Archives, 
Palazzo  Castellania,  Palazzo  Parisio,  the  Auberge  of 
Italy,  the  Church  of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Victoire, 
built  to  commemorate  the  repulse  of  the  Turks  in 
1565,  and  the  Auberge  of  Castile,  now  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  General  Staff.  A  visit  followed  to 
the  old  Hospital  of  the  Knights,  which  is  now  the 
Police  Barracks.  The  great  ward  of  the  Hospital, 
said  to  be  the  largest  in  existence,  excited  special 
admiration. 

The  programme  of  sight-seeing  for  the  morning 
terminated  with  a  visit  to  Fort  St.  Elmo,  the  scene 
of  the  most  heroic  fighting  ever  recorded  in  the 
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glorious  history  of  the  Order  of  St.  John,  where  the 
brave  old  Bailiff  of  Negropont,  John  d’  Eguaras, 
held  the  whole  Turkish  army  at  bay  for  a  month  and 
so  saved  Malta.  The  little  chapel  of  the  fort  must 
always  be  for  our  Order  a  specially  sacred  spot,  for 
it  was  there  on  the  night  of  June  22nd,  1565  that 
the  few  sorely  wounded  men,  who  alone  remained 
of  the  garrison,  prepared  themselves  to  meet  the  end 
that  they  knew  to  be  inevitable  on  the  morrow. 
We  cannot  do  better  than  describe  that  last  scene  in 
the  eloquent  words  of  the  Abbe  Vertot : — 

“  The  besieged  in  the  fort,  being  now  out  of 
all  hopes  of  succour,  thought  of  nothing  but  ending 
their  lives  like  good  Christians  and  true  Religious. 
For  which  purpose  they  were  all  night  long  pre¬ 
paring  themselves  for  it  by  receiving  the  sacraments 
of  the  Church.  When  this  was  over  and  that 
nothing  remained  but  the  giving  up  their  souls 
to  God,  they  embraced  one  another  with  tenderness 
and  retired  to  their  several  posts,  in  order  to  die 
with  their  weapons  in  their  hands  and  expire  in 
the  bed  of  honour.  Such  as  were  not  able  to  walk 
by  reason  of  their  wounds  had  themselves  carried 
in  chairs  to  the  side  of  the  breach  where,  armed 
with  swords  which  they  held  with  both  their  hands, 
they  waited  with  a  heroic  resolution  until  such  time 
as  their  enemies,  towards  whom  they  were  not  able 
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to  advance,  should  come  and  attack  them  in  their 
posts.” 

Returning  to  the  “  Asia  ”  for  lunch,  the  Sub-Prior 
sent  off  the  following  telegram  of  greeting  to  the 
Governor  of  Rhodes  on  behalf  of  the  Order  : — 

“  The  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in  England 
from  the  second  city  of  their  Order  send  greetings 
to  the  Governor  and  people  of  Rhodes.” 

(Signed),  Scarbrough,  Sub-Prior. 

After  lunch  the  Sub-Prior  and  Executive  Officers 
called  upon  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Fleet  on  board  the  battleship,  “  Queen 
Elizabeth,”  the  Sub-Prior  being  received  at  the 
gangway  by  Admiral  Sir  Roger  Keyes  and  his  Staff. 
Meanwhile  the  other  members  of  the  Order  were 
being  shown  round  the  Malta  Museum  by  Professor 
Zammit,  Rector  of  the  University.  The  models 
of  the  wonderful  prehistoric  monuments  of  the  island 
excited  great  interest.  As  regards  relics  of  the  Order 
of  St.  John,  the  collection  of  coins  is  particularly 
fine,  and  probably  little  inferior  to  that  at  St.  John’s 
Gate.  The  collection  of  medals  however  is  by  no 
means  so  good,  but  it  includes  a  perfect  specimen  of 
the  gold  portrait  medal  struck  by  the  Grand  Master 
Fabricio  del  Carretto  in  1513.  Furse  writing  in 
1889  only  knew  of  the  existence  of  two  of  these 
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medals,  one  in  gold  in  the  collection  of  the  Prince 
of  Montenuovo,  the  other  in  silver  in  the  collection 
of  Dr.  Friedlaender.  There  is  a  cast  of  this  medal 
at  St.  John’s  Gate.  Amongst  the  other  relics  of  our 
Order,  there  is  a  beautiful  model  of  one  of  the  gaUeys, 
of  which  it  is  hoped  to  secure  a  copy  for  our  Museum 
at  St.  John’s  Gate. 

From  the  Museum  the  pilgrims  proceeded  to  the 
King  George  V  Merchant  Seamen’s  Memorial 
Hospital  at  Floriana,  where  they  were  received  by 
Mr.  Paterson,  chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee, 
and  the  Medical  Superintendent,  Dr.  J.  Milne. 
After  being  conducted  over  the  hospital,  the  pilgrims 
were  entertained  to  tea  by  the  Hospital  Staff.  From 
there  they  went  to  the  Casino  Maltese,  or  Maltese 
Club,  where  a  reception  was  given  in  their  honour 
by  the  members.  The  Sub-Prior  and  Executive 
Officers  were  received  on  their  arrival  by  the  Chief 
Justice  Sir  Arthur  Mercieca,  Sir  Richard  Micallef, 
Judge  Parnis,  Baron  de  Spiro  and  others  of  the  leading 
members.  After  conducting  their  guests  round  their 
beautiful  rooms,  in  one  of  which  were  seen  the  two 
fine  portraits  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Dingli  of  two  of  our 
Knights  of  Grace,  Lord  Plumer  and  Sir  Leslie  Rundle, 
the  pilgrims  were  entertained  to  light  refresliments 
in  the  dining-room.  The  cordiality  and  warmth  of 
the  reception  in  the  Casino  Maltese  will  remain 
amongst  the  most  pleasant  memories  of  the  Pilgrimage. 


From  a  painting^  \hy  Favray,  at  Malta 

THE  GRAND  MASTER  l’iSLE  ADAM  ENTERING  NOTABILE,  MALTA, 
26th  OCTOBER,  153O. 


THE  BLESSED  ADRIAN  FORTESCUE  AT  NOTABILE,  MALTA 
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In  the  evening  the  Sub-Prior,  Executive  Officers 
and  senior  members  of  the  Order  were  entertained 
to  dinner  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  General 
Sir  Walter  Congreve,  V.C.  After  dinner  an  Investi¬ 
ture  was  held  in  the  Throne  Room  of  the  Grand 
Master’s  Palace  in  the  presence  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Mediterranean  Fleet,  the  Head  of  the 
Ministry,  the  corps  consulaire,  the  naval,  military, 
and  civil  officials,  and  the  leading  residents  of  the 
island.  The  Throne  Room  in  accordance  with  the 
express  command  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria, 
is  now  known  as  the  Hall  of  St.  Michael  and  St. 
George,  in  memory  of  the  fact  that  the  Order  of 
that  name  was  here  instituted  in  i8i8,  simultaneously 
with  its  institution  at  Corfu. 

The  Knights  of  St.  John  wearing  levee  dress, 
assembled  in  the  State  Drawing  Room,  and  there 
donned  their  mantles.  The  prayers  preceding  the 
opening  of  Chapter-General  were  read  by  the  Sub- 
Prior,  and  the  Knights  then  formed  into  procession, 
the  juniors  leading  preceded  by  the  Standard  of  the 
Order  and  the  Knights  of  Justice  preceded  by  the 
State  Sword.  Sweeping  majestically  down  the  long 
corridor,  the  procession  entered  the  Throne  Room, 
and  moved  slowly  to  its  place  on  the  left  of  the  throne 
to  the  strains  of  the  “  War  March  of  the  Priests  ” 
from  Athaliah.  The  Sub-Prior  and  the  other  Knights 
of  Justice  were  seated  on  a  small  dais,  the  Sub-Prior 
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on  a  special  throne  bearing  the  new  arms  of  our 
Order,  with  the  Standard  on  the  right,  and  the  State 
Sword  on  the  left,  both  borne  by  Esquires  standing 
on  a  lower  level.  To  the  right  front  was  the  Secre¬ 
tary-General  bearing  the  scroll,  and  to  the  left  front 
the  Secretary  bearing  a  cushion,  on  which  were  placed 
the  decorations  about  to  be  conferred.  The  remaining 
Knights  of  the  Order  were  grouped  below  the  dais 
on  the  left,  whilst  the  Ladies  of  the  Order  had  special 
seats  reserved  for  them  facing  the  Sub-Prior’s 
throne. 

At  9.30  p.m.  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
entered  the  Throne  Room,  the  band  striking  up  the 
National  Anthem,  and  seated  himself  upon  the 
throne  that  had  once  been  the  throne  of  the  Grand 
Masters  of  our  Order.  The  list  of  persons  about 
to  be  invested  was  then  read  out,  the  name  of  His 
Excellency  being  the  first  on  the  list.  The  Sub- 
Prior  then  read  the  exhortation,  after  which  the  name, 
titles  and  dignities  of  the  Governor  were  announced, 
and  His  Excellency  descending  from  his  throne 
advanced  towards  that  of  the  Sub-Prior.  The  Sub- 
Prior  rising  from  his  throne  stepped  forward  and 
invested  His  Excellency  with  the  insignia  of  a  Knight 
of  Grace,  after  which  the  Governor  bowed  and 
escorted  by  a  Knight  of  the  same  grade  returned  to 
his  throne. 

The  following  persons  were  thereupon  admitted 
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to  the  Order  and  invested  with  the  insignia  of  their 
respective  grades  ; — 

Knight  of  Grace. 

Captain  W.  R.  Gatt,  Royal  Malta  Artillery. 

Honorary  Knight  of  Grace. 

Edward  Caruana  Dingli. 

Esquire. 

Lieut.  G.  L.  Appleton,  Royal  Artillery, 

Assistant  Military  Secretary. 

Honorary  Serving  Brothers. 

Dr.  George  Busuttil,  M.D. 

Captain  A.  J.  Gatt,  M.C.,  Royal  Malta  Artillery. 

Honorary  Serving  Sister. 

Mrs.  Annie  Gill  Mifsud,  M.B.E.,  R.R.C. 

Honorary  Associates. 

Professor  Albert  Victor  Bernard,  M.B.E.,  M.D. 

Major  M.  B.  H.  Ritchie,  D.S.O.,  O.B.E.,  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps. 

Professor  Themistocles  Zammit,  C.M.G.,  M.D. 

Hannibal  Publius  Scicluna. 

John  Charles  Camilleri. 

Vincent  Rizzo. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Investiture,  the  Knights 
of  the  Order  again  formed  into  procession  in  the  same 
order  as  before,  His  Excellency  descending  from  his 
throne  and  placing  himself  upon  the  right  of  the  Sub- 
Prior.  The  procession  then  left  the  Throne  Room, 
and  returned  to  the  State  Drawing  Room,  where  the 
prayers  closing  the  Chapter-General  were  read  by 
the  Sub-Prior.  The  members  of  Chapter  then  divested 
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themselves  of  their  mantles,  and  returned  to  the  Throne 
Room  for  the  concert  that  His  Excellency  was  giving 
in  honour  of  this  historic  occasion. 

So  ended  the  last  of  the  three  memorable  investi¬ 
tures  held  by  our  Order  during  the  Pilgrimage,  in 
the  three  most  famous  seats  of  their  former  power. 
The  first  in  the  Holy  City  itself,  in  the  great  hall  of 
the  High  Commissioner’s  Residence,  in  the  presence 
of  His  Excellency,  himself  a  Knight  of  Grace,  and  of 
the  great  dignitaries  of  the  Holy  Land.  The  second 
in  the  Hall  of  the  ancient  Hospital  of  the  Knights 
at  Rhodes,  in  the  presence  of  the  Governor  and  the 
chief  officials  of  the  island,  when  His  Excellency, 
Signor  Mario  Lago,  was  invested  with  the  insignia 
of  an  Honorary  Knight  of  Grace.  The  third  in  the 
very  Throne  Room  of  the  Grand  Master’s  Palace  at 
Malta,  where  in  the  presence  of  the  leading  people  in 
the  island.  His  Excellency  the  Governor  was  invested 
with  the  insignia  of  our  Order.  The  Pilgrimage  of 
1926  must  stand  out  for  all  time  as  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  significant  events  in  the  modern  history  of 
the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in  England. 

March  26th. — The  day  began  with  a  visit  to 
Vittoriosa,  so  called  from  its  glorious  resistance  to 
the  Turks  in  1565,  having  previously  been  known  as 
Borgo.  The  Church  of  St.  Lawrence  was  first 
visited,  the  original  Conventual  Church  of  our 
Order  until  its  residence  was  transferred  by  Grand 
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Master  del  Monte  from  Vittoriosa  to  the  new  city  of 
Valletta  in  1571.  The  Church  of  St.  Lawrence  was 
so  altered  in  the  17th  century  that  there  is  now  nothing 
to  indicate  that  it  was  once  the  Conventual  Church. 
It  was  here  that  the  Turcopolier  Nicholas  Upton  was 
buried  in  1551.  He  had  greatly  distinguished  himself 
in  the  Turkish  invasion  of  that  year,  and  died  of 
apoplexy  as  soon  as  the  fighting  was  over.  But  no 
memorial  now  remains  to  this  gallant  English  knight. 
On  the  steps  of  the  church  the  pilgrims  were  received 
by  theVery  Rev.  Canon  G.  M.  Farrugia,who  personally 
explained  to  them  its  beauties,  and  afterwards  showed 
them  its  valuable  treasures.  Amongst  the  most 
interesting  was  a  very  elaborate  silver  processional 
cross  of  the  14th  century,  probably  of  Byzantine 
workmanship.  There  was  also  the  silver  cross, 
having  behind  it  a  fragment  of  stone  from  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  on  which  the  Grand  Masters  were  accus¬ 
tomed  to  take  their  coronation  oath  to  respect  the 
laws  and  customs  of  the  Order.  There  were  vestments 
that  had  once  belonged  to  the  second  of  our  great 
heroes,  the  Grand  Master  d’Aubusson,  the  valiant 
defender  of  Rhodes  in  the  first  siege,  and  there  was 
also  an  ancient  icon  of  the  Virgin  and  Child,  which 
the  Knights  of  our  Order  had  brought  with  them 
from  Rhodes.  From  St.  Lawrence  the  pilgrims  went 
to  the  chapel  close  by,  which  had  once  been  the  Greek 
church,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  refugees  from 
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Rhodes  by  LTsle  Adam.  Here  they  were  shown 
the  hat  and  sword  of  Grand  Master  La  Vallette,  the 
fourth  and  last  of  the  great  heroes  of  our  Order. 

A  visit  to  the  Inquisitor’s  Palace  then  followed, 
where  certain  rooms  were  seen  containing  recently 
discovered  frescoes  of  considerable  interest.  The 
old  chapel  was  also  shown,  and  the  torture  chamber 
with  a  recess  high  up  containing  the  rack,  which  with 
all  its  grim  possibilities  was  always  before  the  eyes 
of  the  prisoners  during  examination.  Next  the  pil¬ 
grims  were  conducted  to  the  famous  Bastion  of 
Castile,  which  played  such  a  great  part  in  the  siege 
of  1565,  and  in  which  the  heroic  Grand  Master  John 
de  la  Vallette  was  wounded  on  August  19th,  when 
leading  a  counter-attack.  Away  to  the  left  could  be 
seen  the  Post  of  England,  held  by  the  gallant  Oliver 
Starkey,  Commander  of  Quenington,  who  might  well 
be  called  the  last  of  the  English  knights,  aided  by  the 
two  gentlemen-adventurers  John  Smith  and  Edward 
Stanley.  The  only  other  English  representative, 
Peter  Felizes,  BailiiF  of  Egle,  was  killed  in  the  defence 
of  Fort  St.  Michael  on  August  7th.  To  the  right  of 
the  Bastion  of  Castile  lay  the  cavaliers  of  St.  James 
and  St.  John,  and  the  Posts  of  Auvergne,  Provence 
and  France,  extending  to  the  Harbour  of  the  Galleys. 

After  having  seen  the  fortifications  which  existed 
during  the  great  siege,  the  pilgrims  drove  out  through 
the  Borgo  Gate,  where  a  detachment  of  the  St.  John 
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Ambulance  Brigade  is  stationed,  through  the  Polverista 
Gate  in  the  Cottonera  Lines  to  Casal  Paula  and  the 
Hal-Saflieni  Hypogeum.  This  remarkable  Stone  Age 
monument  consists  of  a  series  of  underground  caves 
cut  in  the  lime-stone  rock.  It  was  first  constructed 
as  a  sanctuary  with  an  oracle  about  4000  b.c.,  but 
about  a  thousand  years  later  began  to  be  used  for 
burials,  or  perhaps  rather  as  an  ossuary.  These 
caves  were  entirely  dug  out  with  flint  and  stone  tools, 
and  were  only  discovered  by  accident  in  1902.  Close 
to  Casal  Paula  is  Tarxien  with  its  three  neolithic 
temples,  only  discovered  in  1914.  These  temples 
were  built  not  later  than  4000  b.c.,  and  about  3000 
B.C.,  collapsed  and  were  abandoned.  They  were 
afterwards  used  as  a  cemetery,  and  by  Roman  times 
the  site  had  silted  up  sufficiently  to  be  used  for 
cultivation.  Professor  Zammit  considers  these  Stone 
Age  monuments  as  unique  of  their  kind,  and  draws 
from  them  the  conclusion  that  “  Malta  stood  alone 
then,  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea  as  a  refuge  to  mariners, 
anxious  for  ages  to  reach  its  harbours,  to  worship  in 
its  numerous  temples  and  to  revel  in  its  magnificent 
buildings  full  of  works  of  art  the  like  of  which  had 
not  yet  appeared  on  any  other  shore.  The  ruins 
of  the  Tarxien  temples  are  enough  to  testify  to  the 
highly  developed  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  Maltese 
in  the  Stone  Age  period.” 

The  morning  sight-seeing  terminated  with  a  visit 
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to  the  beautiful  Cathedral  of  St.  John,  once  the  Con¬ 
ventual  Church  of  our  Order.  This  magnificent 
church  was  built  at  the  expense  of  the  Grand  Master 
La  Cassiere,  the  foundations  were  laid  in  1573,  and 
it  was  consecrated  five  years  later.  After  seeing  its 
elaborately  decorated  nave,  with  its  floor  covered 
with  the  memorial  slabs  of  the  knights,  and  the  side 
chapels  allotted  to  the  eight  Tongues  of  the  Order, 
the  pilgrims  were  shown  the  beautiful  marble  sculp¬ 
ture  behind  the  high  altar,  representing  the  Baptism  of 
Our  Lord,  by  Bernini,  and  the  wonderful  silver 
railings  in  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  Philermo, 
where  once  had  hung  the  famous  icon,  that  most 
ancient  relic  of  our  Order,  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Grand  Priory  of  Russia. 

A  visit  was  then  paid  to  the  side  chapel  in  which 
is  to  be  seen  the  picture  of  the  Blessed  Adrian  Fortescue 
by  Matthias  Preti,  himself  a  Knight  of  the  Order. 
The  memory  of  this  martyred  English  knight,  a 
cousin  of  Queen  Anne  Boleyn,  who  in  the  days  of 
King  Henry  VIII  preferred  death  upon  the  scaffold 
to  denying  the  faith  in  which  he  had  been  born  and 
bred,  is  greatly  revered  in  Malta.  He  was  executed 
on  Tower  Hill  on  July  loth,  1539,  with  another 
martyred  Knight  of  St.  Jolm,  Thomas  Dingley, 
Commander  of  Baddesley  and  Mayne,  and  a  nephew 
of  the  Grand  Prior,  William  Weston.  Descending 
to  the  crypt,  the  tombs  of  those  two  great  heroes 
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LTsle  Adam  and  La  Vallette  were  seen,  and  close  by 
the  humble  slab  marking  the  last  resting-place  of 
Oliver  Starkey,  Bailiff  of  Egle.  He  had  been  Latin 
secretary  to  La  Vallette,  and  had  been  devoted  to 
the  service  of  his  great  master,  whose  epitaph  he 
composed,  and  he  was  the  only  knight  to  receive  the 
honour  of  being  buried  in  the  vault  of  the  Grand 
Masters.  The  epitaph  that  he  composed  can  be  seen 
on  a  slab  near  the  centre  of  the  floor  of  the  crypt, 
which  reads  as  follows  ; — 

D  .  O  .  M  .  S  . 

Ille  Asise  Lubiaeq  pavor  Tutelaq  quondam 
Europas  Edomitis  sacra  per  arma  cetis 

Primus  in  hac  alma  quam  codidit  urbe  sepultq 
Valetta  eterno  dignus  honore  jacet. 

F.  Oliverius  Starcheius  proturcopulerius 
Carmen  inscripsit. 

After  inspecting  the  crypt,  the  treasury  of  the 
Cathedral  was  shown  to  the  visitors,  with  its  wealth 
of  precious  relics,  vestments  and  tapestry.  A  fine 
triptych  from  Rhodes  attracted  much  attention,  and 
above  all  the  massive  heavily  decorated  silver  and  gilt 
stand,  which  had  once  held  the  reliquary  containing 
the  right  hand  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Grand  Priory  of  Russia. 

Returning  to  the  “  Asia  ”  for  luncheon,  the  Rev. 
N.  A.  Marshall  came  on  board  to  bid  farewell  to  the 
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pilgrims,  who  had  so  much  appreciated  his  ministra¬ 
tions  as  chaplain  during  the  voyage.  A  chaplain  to 
the  Bishop  of  Gibraltar,  he  was  leaving  to  take  over 
the  cure  of  the  English  church  in  Malta.  Before  his 
departure  a  collection,  which  produced  ^^38,  was  made 
for  the  Gibraltar  Diocesan  Fund,  and  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Mission  to  Seamen. 

The  afternoon  began  with  a  visit  to  the  charming 
Antonia  Palace,  one  of  the  country  residences  of  the 
Grand  Masters.  It  was  built  by  the  Grand  Master 
Anthony  de  Paule  about  1630,  and  it  was  he  who 
laid  out  its  beautiful  gardens,  the  only  really  beautiful 
gardens  in  Malta.  It  was  the  residence  of  H.R.H. 
The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  when  he  was  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Mediterranean  Fleet.  Generally  the 
Governor  moves  out  to  the  Antonia  Palace  in  the 
spring.  Leaving  Antonia  the  pilgrims  motored 
through  Attard  to  Verdala,  the  summer  residence 
of  the  Grand  Masters,  and  their  successors,  the 
Governors  of  Malta.  The  Boschetto  or  Verdala 
Palace,  as  it  is  more  generally  known,  was  built  by  the 
Cardinal  Grand  Master  Verdala  about  1590.  Here 
the  Order  was  received  by  the  members  of  the  Maltese 
centre  and  divisions  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Association  and  Brigade,  and  after  being  shown  over 
the  palace,  was  entertained  by  them  to  tea.  There 
are  in  Malta  three  Ambulance  Divisions  and  one 
Nursing  Division  of  the  Brigade,  and  after  tea  the 
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Secretary-General  said  a  few  words  of  encouragement 
and  appreciation  of  their  work,  especially  commenting 
on  the  fact  that  Malta  was  the  first  place  in  their 
Pilgrimage,  where  they  had  found  the  modern  work 
of  their  Order  actively  in  progress. 

From  Verdala  after  seeing  the  remarkable  pre¬ 
historic  cart-tracks  close  by,  which  now  simply  lead 
into  the  sea,  but  must  date  from  a  period  when  Malta 
was  still  united  to  the  mainland  of  Africa,  the  pilgrims 
motored  to  Notabile  the  ancient  capital  of  the  island. 
Originally  known  by  the  Semitic  name  of  Medina 
“  the  city,”  it  later  became  Notabile,  and  after 
the  building  of  the  new  capital,  Citta  Vecchia.  The 
fortifications  and  the  cathedral,  the  palaces  of  the 
Grand  Masters  and  the  Bishops,  and  the  town  houses 
of  the  nobility  give  it  an  air  of  great  dignity,  and  some¬ 
what  of  the  appearance  of  departed  grandeur.  The 
cathedral  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  churches  in 
Christendom  and  is  said  to  have  been  founded  by 
St.  Paul  in  A.D.  58  on  the  site  of  the  palace  of  Publius 
“  the  chief  man  of  the  island,”  and  to  have  been 
dedicated  by  the  Apostle  to  the  Assumption  of  the 
Virgin  Mary.  In  the  cathedral  there  is  another 
picture  of  the  martyred  English  knight,  the  Blessed 
Adrian  Fortescue,  a  copy  of  which,  painted  by  Mr. 
E.  C.  Dingli  and  presented  by  General  Sir  Leslie 
Rundle,  hangs  in  the  crypt  of  the  Priory  Church  at 
Clerkenwell.  This  picture  is  entirely  different  to 
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the  somewhat  imaginative  portrait  by  Matthi  Pasreti 
in  the  Conventual  Church,  and  has  the  appearance  of 
being  a  real  likeness.  After  visiting  the  Roman 
Villa  outside  the  walls,  the  pilgrims  made  a  tour  of  a 
considerable  part  of  the  island,  passing  through 
Musta,  Nasciar,  Maddelena  and  along  the  beautiful 
coast  road  through  St.  Andrew’s,  St.  George’s,  St. 
Julian’s,  Sliema  and  Pieta  to  Valletta. 

In  the  evening  the  Sub-Prior,  the  Executive 
Officers  and  certain  senior  members  of  the  Order 
dined  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Fleet,  Admiral  Sir  Roger  Keyes,  and  at  mid¬ 
night  the  “  Asia  ”  sailed  for  Venice.  So  ended  two 
most  pleasant  and  interesting  days,  made  doubly 
enjoyable  by  the  generous  hospitality  and  kindly 
welcome  of  all  with  whom  our  Order  was  brought 
into  contact,  but  no  account  of  those  two  days  would 
be  complete,  which  failed  to  place  on  record  the  names 
of  those  gentlemen,  who  so  kindly  placed  their  services 
at  the  disposal  of  the  pilgrims  as  guides  and  conductors. 
They  were  Professor  T.  Zammit,  C.M.G.,  Mr.  H.  P. 
Scicluna,  Professor  A.  Bartolo,  LL.D.,  Dr.  A.  Laferla, 
LL.D.,  Major  M.  Ritchie,  D.S.O.,  O.B.E.,  and 
Captain  H.  C.  Curmi ;  Major  H.  A.  Balbi  and  Mr. 
E.  C.  Dingli  acted  as  supernumerary  conductors, 
Captain  W.  R.  Gatt,  M.B.E.,  was  in  charge  of  the 
general  arrangements,  and  Captain  A.  J.  Gatt,  M.C., 
in  charge  of  transport. 
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During  the  stay  of  the  Order  in  Malta,  its  Chancellor 
Lieut. -General  Sir  Aylmer  Hunter-Weston,  who  was 
then  returning  from  South  Africa  on  board  the 
S.S.  “  Balmoral  Castle,”  sent  through  the  Governor 
of  Malta  a  wireless  message  of  greeting  to  the  pilgrims, 
expressing  the  deep  regret  that  he  and  Lady  Hunter- 
Weston,  a  Lady  of  Justice,  felt  that  other  duties  had 
prevented  them  from  attending  the  Pilgrimage. 
The  message  unfortunately  only  reached  the  Governor 
after  the  departure  of  the  “  Asia,”  and  so  could  not 
be  communicated  to  the  pilgrims. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


THE  END  OF  THE  PILGRIMAGE 

March  27TH. — At  sea.  During  the  morning  the 
coast  of  Sicily  could  be  seen,  and  the  snow-clad  peak 
of  Mount  Etna  was  visible  for  a  great  part  of  the  day. 
Weather  hot  and  the  sea  calm.  After  dinner  Lord 
Galway  as  the  senior  Knight  of  Justice,  made  a  short 
speech  expressing  the  thanks  of  those  on  board  the 
“  Asia  ”  to  the  Sub-Prior  and  the  Executive  Officers, 
for  the  care  and  trouble  they  had  taken  to  make 
the  Pilgrimage  the  complete  success  it  had  been.  The 
Sub-Prior  in  responding  expressed  his  thanks  to  the 
Executive  Officers,  mentioning  each  by  name,  for 
the  assistance  that  they  had  been  to  him,  and  especially 
thanking  the  Secretary  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
he  had  carried  out  his  arduous  and  somewhat  difficult 
duties,  which  had  demanded  an  organixing  ability 
of  no  mean  order.  He  concluded  by  thanking 
Captain  Eolo  Chierego  and  the  crew  of  the  “  Asia  ” 
for  having  made  their  voyage  so  comfortable.  All 
then  joined  in  drinking  the  health  of  Captain  Chierego 
and  his  crew,  to  which  the  captain  briefly  responded. 

March  28  th. — Being  Sunday,  morning  service  was 


1*4 


THE  END  OF  THE  PILGRIMAGE  125 


held  in  the  dining-saloon  at  10.30.  In  the  absence 
of  a  chaplain,  the  Sub-Prior  conducted  the  service. 
At  5  o’clock  a  lecture  was  given  in  the  dining-saloon 
on  the  general  history  of  the  Order  of  St.  John,  with 
special  reference  to  the  Siege  of  Malta,  and  the  modern 
history  and  work  of  the  Order.  The  Secretary- 
General  followed  with  detailed  information  as  to 
how  people  could  best  help  in  the  modern  work  of 
the  Order.  Before  the  lecture  began,  the  Sub-Prior 
formally  thanked  Lt.-Col.  Shaw  Page,  the  cruise 
manager,  on  behalf  of  the  passengers,  for  the  careful 
arrangements  made  for  their  comfort  and  convenience, 
which  had  been  much  appreciated. 

March  29th. — Beautiful  weather,  warm  and  sunny 
with  a  calm  sea.  A  serious  epidemic  of  photography 
broke  out  during  the  morning.  Most  of  the  day  the 
Dalmation  coast  was  in  sight,  and  by  the  evening  the 
“  Asia  ”  was  off  Istria. 

March  30th. — Reached  Venice  early  in  the  morning, 
weather  damp,  foggy  and  very  cold.  By  10.30  the 
disembarkation  was  completed,  the  “  Asia  ”  sub¬ 
sequently  proceeding  to  Trieste.  Once  more  the 
pilgrims  received  the  utmost  consideration  from  the 
Customs  officials,  in  fact  it  is  impossible  to  speak  too 
highly  of  the  courtesy  and  consideration  shown  by 
the  Italian  officials  at  every  stage  of  the  Pilgrimage. 
On  landing  in  Venice,  the  Sub-Prior  forwarded  an 
official  report  of  the  Pilgrimage  (see  Appendix  A) 
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to  the  Grand  Prior,  and  despatched  the  following 
telegram  to  His  Royal  Highness  : — 

“  Completed  most  successful  cruise  to-day, 
remarkable  welcome  and  hospitality  everywhere.” 

(Signed),  Scarbrough,  Sub-Prior. 

The  majority  of  the  pilgrims  caught  the  5.40  train 
from  Venice  to  Milan,  which  was  reached  about 
11.15.  Here  it  was  necessary  to  change  into  the 
Paris  train  from  Trieste. 

March  31st. — The  return  to  England  was  by  a 
different  route  to  that  adopted  on  the  outward  journey. 
The  Italian  frontier  town  of  Domo  d’  Ossola  was 
reached  at  2.45  in  the  morning,  luggage  and  passports 
being  examined  in  the  train.  Thence  the  journey 
lay  through  the  Simplon  Tunnel,  and  along  the 
Rhone  Valley,  the  route  following  the  beautiful 
northern  shores  of  Lake  Geneva  from  Montreux  to 
Lausanne.  The  French  frontier  was  passed  at  8 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  soon  after  leaving  Vallorbes, 
watches  being  put  back  one  hour  to  Greenwich  time- 
Passing  through  Dijon,  Paris  was  reached  at  3  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon.  Here  it  was  necessary  to  change 
into  a  fresh  train  for  the  Gate  du  Nord,  and  to  change 
there  again  for  the  Boulogne  train,  so  little  time  being 
available  that  all  registered  luggage  had  to  be  left 
behind  in  Paris,  only  reaching  England  the  following 
night.  At  Boulogne  the  pilgrims  embarked  for 
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Folkestone  on  board  the  “  Biarritz,”  one  of  the 
recently  re-modelled  channel  boats,  and  after  an  ideal 
crossing  reached  Victoria  just  before  midnight. 

At  St,  John’s  Gate  the  following  letter  dated  March 
31st  was  received  from  the  Italian  Embassy,  in 
acknowledgment  of  the  Sub-Prior’s  telegram  to 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy  from  Rhodes  on 
March  22nd  : — 

“  Sir, 

“  His  Majesty  the  King  has  received  from  the 
Members  of  the  Grand  Priory  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem  visiting  Rhodes,  a  telegram 
expressing  their  appreciation  for  the  welcome  and 
the  hospitality  extended  to  them  by  the  Governor 
and  inhabitants  of  the  said  Island. 

“  His  Majesty,  who  has  greatly  appreciated  the 
kind  message,  has  commanded  me  to  convey  to 
H.R.H.  the  Grand  Prior  of  the  Order  of  St.  Jolin 
of  Jerusalem,  the  expression  of  His  thanks  for  the 
courteous  homage  rendered  by  the  British  Delega¬ 
tion  on  leaving  Rhodes. 

“  I  am.  Sir, 

“  Your  obedient  Servant, 

“  (Signed),  Torretta, 

“  Italian  Ambassador.” 

His  Majesty  the  King,  the  Sovereign  Head  and 
Patron  of  our  Order,  was  graciously  pleased  to  signify 
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his  royal  approval  of  the  Pilgrimage  in  the  following 
message  to  H.R.H.  the  Grand  Prior: — 

Windsor  Castle. 

As  Sovereign  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem  in  England,  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
congratulating  you,  the  Grand  Prior,  and  the 
Members  of  the  Grand  Priory,  upon  the  completion 
of  their  very  successful  Pilgrimage  to  those  places 
especially  connected  with  the  history  of  the  Order. 
This  undertaking  creates  a  new  incident  in  its 
tradition  and  will  increase  the  interest  taken  in 
its  general  welfare  and  activities. 

George  R.I. 

April,  1926. 


THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ORDER  ON  BOARD  THE  S.S.  ASIA. 


SISTERS  OF  THE  ST.  JOHN  AMBULANCE  BRIGADE  ON  THE  PILGRIMAGE. 
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APPENDIX  A 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUB-PRIOR  TO  H.R.H.  THE  GRAND  PRIOR 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  the  deputation  of 
Chapter-General  and  members  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John,  comprising  7  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Justice, 
33  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Grace,  22  of  other  grades 
or  members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association 
and  Brigade,  together  with  40  of  their  friends, 
embarked  at  Venice  for  the  Holy  Land  on  March  7th. 
The  S.S.  “  Asia  ”  flew  the  flag  of  the  Order  at  the 
main  mast,  and  that  of  the  Sub-Prior  at  the  fore. 

After  touching  at  Corfu,  the  deputation  disembarked 
at  Jaffa  on  the  13th.  Immediately  on  landing  on 
holy  soil  the  Sub-Prior  and  Executive  Officers  dropped 
to  their  knees,  and  recited  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  On 
reaching  Jerusalem  the  pilgrims  drove  at  once  to 
the  Jaffa  Gate,  and  from  there  proceeded  on  foot  to 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  where  the  Sub- 
Prior  and  Executive  Officers  offered  up  prayer  for 
the  prosperity  of  our  Order  in  the  tomb  of  Our 
Saviour.  The  following  dav  being  Sunday  the 
deputation  attended  Holy  Communion  in  the  ancient 
Church  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  now  known  as 
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Mar  Hanna,  which  had  been  specially  prepared  and 
decorated  for  the  occasion  by  His  Beatitude  the 
Orthodox  Patriarch.  The  parade  service  was  at  the 
Anglican  Cathedral  of  St.  George  the  Martyr  at 
10  a.m.  The  Knights  of  the  Order  wearing  their 
mantles,  passed  in  procession  from  St.  George’s 
HaU  to  the  Cathedral,  His  Excellency  the  High 
Commissioner  taking  part  in  the  procession.  As  a 
special  mark  of  consideration  towards  our  Order, 
His  Beatitude  the  Orthodox  Patriarch  attended  the 
service. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15  th,  His  Excellency  the 
High  Commissioner  formally  received  the  members 
of  the  Order  and  their  friends  at  Government  House, 
and  afterwards  an  investiture  was  held  with  all  due 
ceremony,  in  the  presence  of  the  great  dignitaries 
of  the  land.  Amongst  those  present  being  Their 
Beatitudes  the  Latin  Patriarch  (represented  by  Bishop 
Kean),  and  the  Armenian  Patriarch,  the  Corps  Con¬ 
sulate,  the  Anglican  Bishop,  the  representatives  of 
the  Dominicans,  and  of  the  fathers  of  St.  Anne,  the 
Apostolic  Delegate,  the  Rais  el  Ulema,  the  Chief 
Rabbi,  and  aU  the  leading  officials,  civil  and  military. 
On  the  following  day  the  i6th  the  Order  gave  a 
reception  in  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  and  on  the  17th 
embarked  at  Haifa  for  Cyprus. 

Next  day  the  deputation  disembarked  at  Larnaca, 
and  proceeded  to  Nicosia,  where  His  Excellency 
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the  Governor  gave  a  reception  and  garden  party  in 
honour  of  the  Order.  Amongst  those  present  were 
His  Beatitude  the  Archbishop  of  Cyprus,  the  Armenian 
Archbishop  of  Cilicia,  Their  Eminences  the  Cadi  of 
Cyprus,  the  Cadi  of  Nikosia-Cyrenia,  and  the  Mufti, 
the  Turkish  Delegate  of  Evkaf  (in  charge  of  Moslem 
pious  foundations)  and  the  leading  British  and 
Cypriot  officials.  In  the  evening  His  Excellency 
entertained  the  Sub-Prior  and  Executive  Officers  to 
dinner. 

Delayed  by  rough  weather  the  Order  was  unable 
to  disembark  at  Rhodes  until  the  2 2nd.  The  reception 
was  of  a  most  impressive  and  cordial  nature,  and  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  Signor  Mario  Lago  was  on 
the  quay  in  person  to  receive  the  Sub-Prior  on  landing. 
An  investiture  was  held  in  the  great  hall  of  the  ancient 
Hospital  of  the  Knights,  and  the  Governor  and  two 
of  his  Staff  were  invested.  The  Knights  of  our  Order, 
wearing  levee  dress  and  their  mantles,  passed  in  pro¬ 
cession  from  the  Auberge  of  England,  the  route  being 
lined  by  the  Carabinieri.  His  Excellency  afterwards 
gave  a  luncheon  in  honour  of  the  Order,  at  which  the 
whole  of  the  members  and  their  friends  were  present. 
During  the  afternoon  a  reception  was  held  at  the 
Residency,  at  which  the  Corps  Consulaire  and  all 
the  leading  officials  and  residents  of  the  island  were 
present.  His  Excellency  personally  conducted  the 
members  of  the  Order  round  the  sights  of  Rhodes, 
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the  main  streets  were  decorated  and  hung  with  flags, 
and  nothing  could  exceed  the  warmth  and  dignity 
of  the  reception. 

In  the  evening  Their  Excellencies  the  Governor 
and  Donna  Ottavia  Lago  with  six  of  their  staff  dined 
with  the  Sub-Prior  and  members  of  the  Order  on 
board  the  “  Asia.”  Before  leaving  Rhodes,  the 
Sub-Prior  despatched  a  telegram  of  humble  salutation 
and  appreciation  of  their  welcome  to  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  Italy. 

Malta  was  reached  on  March  25  th,  the  proposed 
landings  at  Budrum  and  Patmos  having  been  aban¬ 
doned,  owing  to  the  delay  off  Rhodes.  The  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief  Mediterranean  Fleet  at  once 
came  on  board.  In  the  evening  His  Excellency 
entertained  the  Sub-Prior,  Executive  Officers  and 
senior  members  of  the  Order  to  dinner,  after  which 
an  investiture  was  held  in  the  old  Throne  Room  of 
the  Grand  Masters  of  the  Order,  the  Governor  him¬ 
self  being  invested  as  a  Knight  of  Grace.  There 
were  present  at  the  ceremony  all  the  leading  officials 
and  residents  of  the  island.  On  the  following 
evening  the  Sub-Prior,  Executive  Officers  and  senior 
members  of  the  Order  were  entertained  to  dinner  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  Mediterranean  Fleet. 
During  the  two  days’  stay  in  Malta  the  Order  received 
a  most  hospitable  welcome,  their  reception  by  the 
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Maltese  at  the  Casino  Maltese  being  particularly 
cordial. 

The  deputation  reached  Venice  on  March  30th, 
the  majority  proceeding  at  once  to  England.  The 
Pilgrimage  has  been  from  every  point  of  view  a  com¬ 
plete  success,  and  everywhere  our  Order  has  been 
received  officially  and  with  all  due  ceremony,  in  a 
manner  befitting  its  dignity  and  status  as  an  Order 
of  Chivalry. 
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APPENDIX  B 

“  II  Messaggero  di  Rodi,”  21ST  March,  1926. 

“  WELCOME  ” 

To-day  is  the  arrival  of  a  deputation  of  the  EngUsh 
Knights  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem. 
We  offer  to  the  distinguished  guests  a  welcome  to 
this  Island  where  their  fathers  fought  side  by  side 
with  ours  fot  the  defence  of  the  same  religio'us  ideals. 
Another  common  tie  bound  them,  which  was  broken 
later,  that  is  when  the  England  of  Henry  VIII  separated 
itself  from  Rome  to  establish  their  own  National 
Church,  until  Queen  Elizabeth  decided  to  recognize 
no  longer  the  order  which  had  remained  faithful  to 
the  Roman  Church.  A  number  of  the  English 
Knights,  respecting  the  orders  of  their  Queen,  formed 
themselves  into  an  order  distinct  from  the  other. 

However,  at  this  moment,  that  the  English  Knights 
are  amongst  us  to  pay  their  respects  to  our  Governor, 
who  feels  so  nobly  the  responsibility  of  ruling  the 
Island  that  recognised  the  heroism  and  the  glory 
of  the  Soldier-Monks,  we  remember  not  what  divides 
us,  but  what  unites  us,  blood  spilt  together,  under 
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different  banners,  but  with  equal  ardour  for  the  defence 
of  our  civilization.  Whilst  exalting  the  heroism 
of  the  private  soldier,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  chiefs, 
the  noble  examples  of  bravery  and  devotion  borne 
by  the  Knights,  we  ought  to  give  a  glance  of  admira¬ 
tion  also  to  the  graves  of  the  enemy  which  surround 
with  a  white  barrier  of  marble,  and  climbing  flowers, 
the  walls  where  the  defenders  of  Christianity  feU. 

Our  guests  will  see  the  work  of  Italy  in  that,  that 
the  old  Monuments  have  been  restored,  the  Church 
of  St.  John  where  the  Knights  used  to  meet  to  pray 
and  renew  their  vows  has  risen  again,  how  in  the 
cloister  that  supports  the  marble  arches  one  recalls 
the  Grand  Masters  that  followed  each  other  in  the 
government  of  this  Island ;  how  in  the  campanile 
the  bell  presented  by  our  navy  will  bring  to  mind 
with  sonorous  tone  all  our  dead,  the  dead  of  Rhodes, 
and  those  of  the  Crimea,  the  dead  of  the  Piave  and 
those  in  the  French  front,  there  where  Italian  and 
English  good  blood  mingled  for  the  defence  of 
their  Country,  for  the  acquisition  of  Glory. 

On,  on,  English  Knights.  The  ancestors  of  your 
former  and  later  companions  of  arms  await  you ; 
the  heroes  of  to-day  are  not  unworthy  of  those  of 
yesterday  ;  our  infantry  of  the  Queen’s  Brigade  extend 
the  hand  to  you,  proved  on  the  Carso,  where  they 
fought  and  died  for  country  and  for  glory.  We 
extend  the  hand  to  those  who  by  political  wisdom. 
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by  largeness  of  mind,  are  well  worthy  of  being 
inheritors  of  the  Priory  of  your  heroic  and  knightly 
order. 

You  are  welcomed  in  this  Island  in  which  your  name 
is  remembered  with  respect,  repeated  with  pride. 
The  adverse  fortune  which  obliged  you  one  day  to 
lower  your  standards,  among  which  were  also  ours, 
on  which  the  word  “  Italy  ”  reminded  us  of  the  country 
far  away  ;  we  swear  to  you  that  our  flag  will  never  be 
lowered  again  on  this  soil  where  the  name  Italian, 
from  Savoy  to  the  Carretto,  was  not  unknown  in 
this  part  of  the  East,  where  Venetians,  Genoese, 
Pisans  left  unforgettable  traces  of  our  grandeur ;  we 
will  never  again  lower  it,  because  it  represents  Latin 
culture  that  must  still  proclaim  to  the  waiting  world 
a  word  of  serene  beauty,  a  word  of  severe  justice. 


138 


THE  PILGRIMAGE  OF  1926 


APPENDIX  C 

THE  POST  OF  ENGLAND  AND  ITS  DEFENCE  IN  THE 

SIEGE  OF  1522 

By  Dr.  Julius  Jacopich. 

FROM  “II  MeSSAGGERO  DI  RoDI,”  2IST  MARCH,  I926 

The  part  of  the  walls,  the  defence  of  which  was 
entrusted,  in  the  last  fatal  siege  of  Rhodes  to  the 
bravery  of  the  English  arms,  was  one  of  the  most 
tried  by  the  proud  enemy’s  blows,  although  one  of 
the  best  defended  by  nature  and  by  art.  Bounded  on 
one  side  by  the  Bastion  of  St.  John’s  Gate,  on  the 
other  by  that  of  Aragon  with  the  Tower  of  St.  Mary, 
it  extended  in  an  almost  straight  line  of  quite  366 
metres  with  its  “  terreplein  ”  supported  by  towers, 
and  protected  by  a  powerful  outpost,  due  to  the 
intelligent  foresight  of  Basilio  della  Scala,  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Grand  Master  del  Carretto,  “  The 
Restorer  of  the  City.”  The  ditch,  or  rather 
the  ditches,  showed  here  their  greatest  depth,  and  the 
fortifications  rose  to  the  sky  from  their  solid  basis 
of  rock,  cut  perpendicularly  from  a  barren  and  dry 
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foundation.  The  cross  fires  from  the  two  bastions 
above  named  dominated  completely  the  rash  ones 
who  might  dare  to  attempt  the  assault,  and  constituted 
an  insurmountable  obstacle.  It  is  from  their  well- 
known  strength  that  the  first  attempt  of  the  assailants 
only  happened  in  the  middle  of  July  ;  led  on  by  the 
heroic  Knights  under  the  command  of  Nicholas 
Hussey,  and  William  Weston,  who  had  made  a  sortie 
from  St,  Athanasius’  Gate,  re-opened  for  the  occasion, 
the  Turks  ventured  on  the  opportunity  offered,  and 
were  cut  down  and  almost  annihilated.  It  is  asserted 
by  someone  that  Suleiman,  after  the  taking  of  the 
city  had  the  gate  waUed  up  on  account  of  his  sub¬ 
sequent  rage  over  this  incident,  and  one  can  see  the 
proof  in  the  Turkish  inscription,  erroneously  inter¬ 
preted,  fixed  on  the  wall’s  face ;  whilst  this  speaks 
only  of  restorations  executed  by  Abdul  Galil  to  the 
walls  in  1531,  that  is  to  say  quite  nine  years  after  the 
assault ;  we  can  see  there,  if  anywhere,  a  proof  of 
the  fury  let  loose  by  the  barbarian’s  attack  in  this 
section. 

The  first  attempt  having  failed,  the  Turks  directed 
by  Mustapha  Pasha  commenced  to  bombard  systemati¬ 
cally  the  fortifications  with  guns  of  every  calibre, 
while  they  excavated  assiduously  series  of  galleries 
for  mining.  Todino  da  Martinengo,  the  Venetian 
engineer  who  directed  the  defence,  had  also  here  the 
opportunity  of  applying  his  versatility  in  laying  down 
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countermines,  used  for  the  first  time.  But  it  was 
inevitable  that  all  the  precautionary  measures  in  this 
line  were  to  prove  unsuccessful.  In  fact  on  the 
4th  of  September  twelve  metres  of  the  bastion  were 
blown  up  by  a  Turkish  mine.  The  Grand  Master, 
who  seeing  the  imminent  danger,  had  already  estab¬ 
lished  his  new  headquarters  on  the  Post  of  England, 
was  at  that  moment  in  St.  John’s,  where  he  was 
invoking  Divine  help.  Leaping  to  his  feet,  he  seked 
a  pike,  and  ran  to  the  danger  spot,  where  the  Knights 
were  strenuously  trying  to  repair  the  breach  caused 
by  the  enemy.  His  black  standard  embroidered  in 
gold,  and  that  of  the  Order  followed  him  :  his  appear¬ 
ance  so  encouraged  the  defenders,  that  in  a  very  short 
space  of  time  the  enemy  was  in  flight,  and  left  on  the 
field  2,000  dead.  A  bond  of  blood  sealed  in  this 
manner  the  fraternity  of  arms  between  the  English 
and  Italians.  Filippo  Lomellino  of  Genoa,  and 
Pietro  Mela  of  Savona  were  amongst  our  dead. 

A  few  days  afterwards  another  terrible  explosion 
on  the  same  site  caused  a  further  large  segment  of 
the  wall  to  collapse.  Stunned  and  blinded  from  the 
destruction  and  the  dust  the  Knights  gave  way,  and 
the  Turks  leaped  on  to  the  bastion  yelling  and  drunk 
with  victory,  when  the  appearance  of  the  Grand 
Master  again  saved  the  situation.  Again  the  Christian 
Standard  bearer  (Henry  Mansel)  paid  with  his  blood 
for  the  strenuous  defence  of  the  banner  entrusted 
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to  him,  around  which  the  struggle  waxed  more 
ferocious  than  ever. 

The  losses  amounted  to  three  thousand  Turks 
against  thirty  Christians.  The  women  and  the 
children  assisted  in  the  defence,  carrying  on  to  the 
walls  munitions,  stones  and  boiling  oil  to  pour  on 
the  heads  of  the  attackers,  all  being  animated  by  the 
same  ardour  for  the  common  safety. 

Other  memorable  assaults  were  those  of  the  17th 
and  the  24th  of  September,  in  the  first  of  which  the 
Turcopolier  John  Buck  the  new  commandant  of 
the  Post,  lost  his  life ;  the  second  occurring  con¬ 
temporaneously  also  on  the  adjacent  sectors  as  far 
as  the  sea,  succeeded  in  making  an  equal  breach,  the 
wall  being  now  little  more  than  a  mass  of  smoking 
ruins. 

On  this  sorely  stricken  bastion  now  all  is  quiet. 
Restored  by  the  Turks  a  little  after  the  siege,  it 
remains  to-day  a  silent  and  apparently  intact  monu¬ 
ment  of  this  glorious  and  grand  epic.  Here  and 
there  are  shown  on  the  walls  the  arms  of  the  ancient 
nobihty :  a  bas-relief  in  marble  on  the  outer  curtain 
reproducing  Grand  Master  d’  Aubusson,  highly 
celebrated  for  the  fortifying  of  the  Bastion  of  St. 
Mary,  as  certified  by  an  inscription ;  several  coats 
of  arms  of  del  Carretto  inside  the  parapet  of  the  curtain 
with  dates  of  1515  and  1517.  But  more  suggestive 
than  all  is  the  ancient  image  of  the  Virgin  with  the 
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Child,  which  though  damaged  stiU  stands  above  the 
old  passage  after  400  years  ;  a  gentle  remembrance 
of  a  race  of  warriors,  whose  iron  law  appears  here 
softened  by  a  ray  from  a  pure  and  gracious  Virgin. 
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List  of  Passengers  on  Board  the  S.S.  “  Asia.” 

*  Indicates  a  member  of  the  Order, 
t  Member  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  or 


Brigade. 

Adams,  Hugh 
Adams,  Mrs.  Hugh 
Adams,  Miss  J.  S. 

*Ames,  Sir  Herbert,  Kt. 

Ashberry,  Miss  C. 
fAshberry,  Miss  G. 
*Atkinson,  Mrs.  St.  John 
*Audland,  W.  E.,  M.B.E. 
*Barclay,  Lt.-Col.  H.  F. 
*Barclay,  Mrs.  H.  F. 

Baring,  The  Lady  Rosemary 
*Bates,  Miss  M. 

*Bean,  Miss  D.  L. 

*Birkbeck,  Mrs. 

*Brooks,  Lt.-Col.  F.  A. 
Brown,  C.  B. 

Brown,  Frank 

*Brown,  Sir  Herbert,  K.B.E. 

Brown,  Lady 
*Burton,  Norman 
Burton,  Mrs.  N. 

*Cameron,  B.  A.  F. 
*Cameron,  Col.  E.  A., 
C.M.G.,  D.S.O. 
Cameron,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
^Campbell,  Mrs.  E.  T. 
fCampbell,  Miss  R. 

Cann,  Miss 
JCawthra,  W.  H. 


Cawthra,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
*Collett,  Miss  V.  T.,  A.R.R.C. 
Cook,  H.  E. 

fCoulcher,  Miss  A.  A.  B. 

Cowley,  Mrs. 

*Cromer,  The  Countess  of 
*Cud worth.  Miss  Margaret 
fCurtis,  Miss 
Deane,  Mrs.  Sharp 
*Don,  David 
Don,  Mrs. 

Duckworth,  W.  M. 

*Dunbar,  Mrs. 

*Duncombe,  Col.  C.  W.  E., 
C.B.E. 

*Ellis,  Col.  C.  I.,  C.M.G. 
*Fincham,  H.  W. 

Fisher,  A.  L. 

*Galwav,  Col.  The  Viscount, 
C.'B. 

*Girard,  Mrs.,  O.B.E. 
^Goldsworthy,  Capt.  E.  W. 

Goldsworthy,  Mrs. 

*Graham,  Mrs. 

Gunnis,  Rupert 
*Haig,  The  Countess 
Harben,  Henry 
Harben,  Mrs. 

Harben,  Miss 
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Hobson,  Mrs. 

*King,  Col.  E.  J.,  C.M.G. 
*King,  Mrs. 
tKnight,  Miss  A.  E. 
Lamington,  The  Lord, 
G.C.M.G.,  G.C.I.E. 
fMaclean,  Miss 
*McNeile,  Mrs. 

*MacRae,  Major  C.  W., 

C. B.E. 

*MacRae,  The  Lady 
Margaret,  O.B.E. 
Maffett,  Mrs. 

Marshall,  The  Rev.  N.  A. 
Masson,  Miss  M.  M. 
Mawson,  Miss  F. 
*Mountgarrett,  The  Dowager 
Viscountess,  O.B.E. 
*Newnes,  Lady 
^Oliver,  Col.  Sir  Thomas,  Kt. 
Page,  Lt.-Col.  L.  M.  S., 

D. S.O. 

*Perowne,  Lt.-CoL  J.  T.  W. 
*Perowne,  Mrs. 
fPiercy,  Miss  B. 
*Pirie-Gordon,  H.,  D.S.C. 
^Pochin,  Miss  F.  M. 
*Rideout,  Miss  E.  M. 

Rimington-Wilson,  Miss  L. 
*Roberts,  Evan,  M.B.E. 
Robertson,  Lt.-Col.  C.  C., 
D.S.O. 


Robertson,  Miss  D. 
fSaunders,  Miss  G.  K. 
^Scarbrough,  Major-General, 
The  Earl  of,  G.B.E., 
K.C.B. 

*Sceales,  Mrs. 

*Simpson,  F.  F.  Le  S. 

*Smith,  Col.  Sir  William,  Kt. 
*Smith,  Lady 
Snell,  N.  V. 
fStainbank,  Miss 
*Stovell,  Col.  G. 

Stovell,  Mrs. 

*Stuart,  Mrs.  Man 
Talbot,  Miss 
Taylor,  Miss 
Taylor,  Miss  M. 

Thompson,  Matthew 
Vickers,  Miss 
*Walker,  Miss  A.  M. 

Walker,  H.  J. 

*  Waller,  Mrs. 

*Warde-Aldam,  Mrs.,  M.B.E., 
A.R.R.C. 

*Wilkinson,  Major-General, 
Sir  Percival,  K.C.M.G., 
C.B. 

fWinterflood,  Miss 
*Wynch,  L.  M.,  C.I.E., 
C.B.E. 

Wynch,  Mrs. 
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